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STATEMENT OF AN CATHAOIRLEACH 
 

 

 
It is a great privilege for me to introduce the Annual Report for 2022.  This 
Annual Report details the wide variety of services provided by Kilkenny 
County Council to the people of Kilkenny City and County.  We, the 
Council play a key role in providing essential core services such as housing, 
roads, water, fire and emergency services and in supporting local 
communities through the arts, heritage, conservation, libraries and 
community and enterprise functions.  

 
 
The Council has responded to many challenges in providing much needed services to the public over 
the years. The staff have responded to these challenges and have adapted to different ways of working.  
The Elected Members also have changed to respond to their constituents needs for a wide variety of 
services. We have continued with hybrid meetings to protect ourselves and  staff.    Little did we know 
at the start of 2022 that we would be asked to offer support to Ukrainians fleeing the terrible conflict in 
their home country. In March, 2022 we set up a Ukrainian Displacement Unit within the Council. By the 
end of 2022, the Council has welcomed approx. 1,200 refugees and provided them with accommodation 
in Kilkenny.  I sincerely thank the staff involved in meeting this challenge and responding to the on -
going arrival of Ukrainians on a daily basis.  
 
The Council continues to source much needed grant allocations to enable us to fund the many projects 
planned for the enjoyment of all our citizens.  The allocation of funding under various schemes greatly 
assists in the development of our towns and villages.  Schemes such as CLAR, Town & Village Renewal, 
URDF, RRDF and local funding from Kilkenny County Council gives communities a much needed 
boost and improves their quality of life.    
 
Our businesses were severely impacted with closures and loss of business during Covid.   During 2022, 
inflation increased. Rising energy costs and cost of materials continued to impact on the operations and 
delivery of all our services.   We also welcomed the completion of the Brewhouse in the Abbey Quarter 
and I am delighted that this building is now fully occupied.  We look forward to further development 
in the Abbey Quarter. The decision by Abbott to locate a manufacturing plant in Kilkenny City was 
great news in August 2022 and we look forward to the opening of this plant in 2024 and the employm ent 
of hundreds of highly skilled people.  
 
In 2022, the provision of additional housing remained a priority for Kilkenny County Council to meet 
the growing demand for social housing.   We will continue in 2023 to meet the targets set out by 
Government to deliver as many units as possible. All options will be explored to source much needed 
accommodation in the City and County.  We will also encourage the provision of private housing.  
 
I would like to sincerely thank all the Councilõs staff for their work for the people of Kilkenny.  I 
commend their commitment and dedication and we look forward to continued progress, working with 
all of the people of Kilkenny in making our City and County a better place. Kilkenny must look forward 
in hope to 2023 when we will see many important projects completed and new ones commence. 
 

Finally, it has been my privilege as Cathaoirleach to lead my fellow Elected Members in meeting the 
challenges presented in 2022 as we work together with the Executive and staff for the betterment of 
Kilkenny and the communities that we all live in.  
 
 

 
Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick  
Cathaoirleach   
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S STATEMENT 
 

 
 

 

I am pleased to present this Annual Report for 2022, which outlines the 
extensive range of services provided directly or indirectly by this Council. 
Within the main body of this Report the various activities and delivery of 
services and infrastructure projects being progressed by Kilkenny County 
are outlined.   

 
This year continued to be  very challenging responding to the post COVID 
Pandemic and then the impacts of the conflict in Ukraine.  We continued to 
adapt to deliver all our services and to assist businesses and communities to 
get through a very challenging year.  We continued with  working remotely 

for a period before the introduction of blended working . We also continued to facilitate hybrid  Council 
meetings to enable full participation by all Members, staff and others who could link in remotely as 
required.   Staff and Members rose to the challenges of providing additional services such as the 
increasing demand for Housing supports and the Ukrainian Displacement services.   
 
There was a high level of commitment across all Departments to deliverin g the 2022 Service Delivery 
Plan and in achieving the Objectives of our Corporate Plan. Most areas met all of their stated objectives 
within the limitations placed on us by restrictions and ever-rising costs of energy and materials and 
where the level of achievement was less than 100% it will not have any impact on the Council achieving 
the objectives of its Corporate Plan.  We continued to administer on behalf of  the Government  the 
Commercial Rates Waiver Scheme in the first quarter of 2022.  We also continued to deliver our 
ambitious programme of place -making and public realm projects across the City and County, which 
help make Kilkenny the best place in the country to live, work, invest, visit and do business.    
 
I wish to pay tribute to the work being done at Municipal District level and at SPC level.  These 
committees are invaluable in assisting the Council in pursuing its objectives and getting through its 
business. The commitment of the Councillors and external  members is evident from the activities 
outlined in the report.  I express my appreciation for the dedication and hard work of all the Elected 
Members, my colleagues on the Management Team and the staff of the Council.  I am confident, given 
the abilities and spirit of co -operation that is consistently shown by the Elected Members and staff that 
we will  be in a position to meet the challenges that lie ahead. We can look forward to a positive 2023.  
 
I would like to particularly thank the Cathaoirleach Cllr.  Pat Fitzpatrick and his predecessor Cllr Fidelis 
Doherty , the Municipal District Cathaoirligh Cllr's  Mary Hilda Cavanagh  and her predecessor Cllr Pat 
Fitzpatrick , Cllr Matt Doran and his predecessor Cllr Michael Doyle ,  Cllr David Fitzgerald Mayor and 
his predecessor Cllr Andrew McGuinness, and Cllr Fidelis Doherty and her predecessor Cllr Pat 
Dunphy  who have distinguished themselves in their respective roles. Finally, I want to take this 
opportunity to pay tribute to the out -going Chief Executive, Colette Byrne for her outstanding 
leadership of the Council and the strong pipeline of projects and initiatives that we continue to build 
on. 
 
I commend this Annual Report for adoption by the Elected Members.  
 
It will give an overview to the people of Kilkenny a nd beyond of the broad range of activities 
undertaken and of the Councilõs achievements in 2022. 
 
 
 

 
Sean McKeown  
Interim Chief Executive   
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HIGHLIGHTS FOR 202 2 
 

 
Á Revenue expenditure was û104 million in 2022.  

 
Á Surplus of û18,230 achieved in the Revenue Budget in 2022.  

 
Á û3.5m collected in development levies. 

 
Á Focused on improving collection rate across all of our income sources and reducing the arrears.  

 
Á Capital Expenditure was û63.1 million  in 2022.  

 
Á Completed construction on Brew House building, occupied by year end. Funding secured under 

the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund. 
 

Á Seventh successful Yulefest festival celebrate with many outdoor events. 
 

Á St. Patrickõs Festival celebrated over 6 days ð 40,000 attended the Parade.  
 

Á 161 new housing units completed by Kilkenny County Council and Voluntary Bodies.  
 

Á 6,300 calls were made seeking housing repairs in 2022. 
 

Á 14 housing loans paid out to a value of û2,696,352. 
 

Á 234 housing grants paid for adaptation to  houses to the value of û1,912m. 
 

Á 436 Private Rented Inspections carried out. 
 

Á Welcomed 1,232 Ukrainians to Kilkenny.  
 

Á û25m spent on improving and maintaining our entire road network.  
 

Á Advanced design work for the 2 Flood Relief Schemes. 
 

Á Supplied 9.59 billion litres of water to 67,500 customers through the public water schemes. 
 

Á 189 grants paid out totalling û393,152 in well grants for private water supply.  
 

Á Progressed Masterplans for the Abbey Quarter and Loughmacask areas. 
 

Á 837 planning applications received during 2022. 
 

Á 27 sites on the Vacant Sites Register at 31st December, 2022.  
 

Á û408,916 in conservation grant funding awarded in 2022 to 16 projects.  
 

Á 5 Housing Developments taken in charge. 
 

Á û607,110 paid to 35 businesses.  
 

Á 31 public playgrounds  are now open and maintained by the Council.  
 

Á Fire Brigades responded to 889 incidents in 2022. 
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Á Civil Defence provided 2,906 hours of assistance in respond to Ukrainian Assistance, COVID 
Community Call, 41 Community Events and assisted in 7 Searches.  
 

Á 1,715 tonnes of solid waste, 1,355 tonnes of recyclable waste and 893 tonnes of dry waste were 
received at the Dunmore Civic Amenity Site.  
 

Á 2,153 tonnes of glass, aluminium and steel were collected across the 46 Bring Centres. 
 

Á 4,857 environmental inspections were carried out in 2022. 
 

Á 5,107 Dogs are licenced. 
 

Á û218,961 spent on community projects with funding from Creative Ireland. 
 

Á Funding of û1,406,785 under Town and Village Renewal Scheme allocated for projects in 8 towns 
and villages.  
 

Á Funding of û218,629 provided to Communities under Healthy Ireland.  
 

Á Allocation of û420,207 for 12 projects under the CLAR Programme 2022. 
 

Á Allocated û2.2m under Rural Regeneration and  Development Fund for projects in Callan and 
Piltown.  
 

Á Council were allocated û100,000 under the Streetscape Scheme in 2022 - 37 applications in Callan 
were awarded funding.  
 

Á Allocated û250,000 to 9 projects under the Community & Cultural Facilities Capital Scheme.   
 

Á Allocated û272,638 to 62 projects under the Community Enhancement Programme.  
 

Á Allocated û48,000 to undertake six biodiversity and invasive species management projects.  
 

Á MacDonagh train station in Kilkenny became the first age friendly train station in Ir eland.  
 

Á 15,170  membership in libraries. 
 

Á 278,560 books, eBooks and eAudiobooks borrowed in 2022.  
 

Á 144,566 library users visited libraries across the County in 2022.  
 

Á 52 Projects organised for National Heritage week. 
 

Á 3 projects received a total of û211,200 from the Community Monuments Fund.  
 

Á 12 projects received funding totalling û50,000 under Decade of Centenaries Programme 2022. 
 

Á Over 42,106 people engaged with Arts Office Programmes.  
 

Á Bookville Festival engaged with 31,355 children and families in 2022. 
 

Á Over 13,000 books distributed for Bookville Festival to all Primary schools.  
 

Á Awarded 41 bursaries and mentoring opportunities to Artists.   



5 
 

 
ELECTORAL REPRESENTATIONS 
 

 

Kilkenny County Councilõs membership consists of twenty-four Members, elected for a five-year term 
of office. The current Council was elected in May 2019 and membership at 31st December, 2022 is as 
follows:  

 

CALLAN ð THOMASTOWN  CASTLECOMER  

 

 
 
Peter Cleere (FF) 
Aughiletuan, 
Skeoughvosteen, 
Co. Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
 
John Brennan (FG) 
Crutt,  
Clogh, 
Castlecomer, 
Co. Kilkenny 
 

 

 
Deirdre Cullen  (FF) 
Kilree, 
Bennettsbridge, 
Co. Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
Mary Hilda Cavanagh 
(FG) 
Whiteswall, 
Crosspatrick, 
Via Thurles, 
Co Kilkenny 
 

 

 
 
Matt Doran (FF)  
Shrughawadda, 
Kilmoganny, 
Co. Kilkenny 

 

 
 
Michael  Delaney  (FF) 
The Village Shop, 
Tullaroan, 
Co. Kilkenny 

 

 
 
Michael Doyle (FG)  
Ballinbarna, 
The Rower, 
Co. Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
 
Pat Fitzpatrick (FF), 
Cloghpook, 
Ballyfoyle, 
Co. Kilkenny. 

 

 

 
 
Joe Lyons (FG) 
Bauntha, 
Callan, 
Co. Kilkenny 
 

 

 
 
Denis Hynes  (SF) 
Ballyellen, 
Goresbridge, 
Co. Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
Patrick OõNeill (FG) 
Ballyreddin, 
Bennettsbridge, 
Co. Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
Michael McCarthy (FF)  
Buncrusha Street, 
Freshford, 
Co. Kilkenny. 
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KILKENNY CITY  PILTOWN  

 

 
Martin Brett  (FF) 

Callan Road, 
Kilkenny City 

 

 

 
Eamon Aylward (FF)  
Ballynooney,  
Mullinavat, 
Co. Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
John Coonan (FF) 

17 Willow Close, 
Ardnore, 
Kilkenny  

 

 
Tomás Breathnach, 
(Lab) 
Forge Road, 
Narabane, 
Kilmacow, 
Co. Kilkenny. 

 

 
Maria Dollard  (GP) 

Vianore, 
Greenshill, 
Kilkenny 
 

 

 
Fidelis Doherty(FG)  
Ballyfacey, 
Glenmore, 
Co. Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
David Fitzgerald (FG)  
24 Patrick Street, 
Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
Pat Dunphy (FG),  
Ballygorey,  
Mooncoin, 
Co Kilkenny 

 

 
Joe Malone (FF) 
11 Maiden Hill 
Kells Road, 
Kilkenny.  
 

 

 
Ger Frisby (FF) 
Treanaree, 
Slieverue, 
Co. Kilkenny. 

 

 

 
Andrew McGuinness 
(FF) Constituency Office, 
Oõ Loughlin Road, 
Kilkenny.  
 

  

 

 
Eugene McGuinness  
(NP) 

40 Bishop Birch Place, 
Kilkenny  
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MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 
 

 

The Council holds Ordinary meetings on a monthly basis. It also holds special meetings to consider and 
adopt its annual budget. The Council may hold as many meetings as it considers necessary to discharge 
its functions .   
 

PLENARY MEETINGS OF KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL  
Number of Meetings held in 2022: 26 

Ordinary Monthly Meetings - 13, Workshops ð 10  & Special Meetings - 3 
 

Á Adoption of Budget  
Á Abbey Quarter and St. Francis Abbey Park 
Á Affordable Housing  
Á Amenity Grants 2022 
Á Annual Financial Statement 2021 
Á Annual Report 2021 
Á Anti -Litter/Graffiti Grants  2022 
Á Appointments of Chairs of SPCõs 
Á Appointment of Elected Members to Committees  
Á Arts Grants 2022 
Á Audit Committee Annual Report 2021  
Á Audit Charter & Work Programme 2022   
Á Bank Overdraft Facility of û20m for 2023 
Á Bye-Laws ð Casual Trading 
Á Careers at Kilkenny 
Á Chief Executiveõs Monthly Report 
Á Civic Festivals & Events 
Á Climate Action  
Á Community Event Grants 2022 
Á Community and Cultural Facilities Capital Grant Scheme 2022 
Á Creative Ireland Strategy Update 
Á Economic Dashboard 
Á Election of Cathaoirleach & Leas Cathaoirleach 
Á Events Grant Scheme 
Á Festival Grants 2022 
Á Fire and Emergency Operations Plan 2022-2026 
Á Flood Update 
Á Foreign Travel 
Á Graveyard Grant Scheme 2022 
Á Housing Capital Development 2021/2022 Update  
Á Housing Policies 
Á Interpretation/Commentary Socio Economic Statement for LECP 
Á Kilkenny Polling Scheme 
Á LCDC Annual Report 2021 
Á Library Service Update Report & Review  
Á Loan to Watershed 
Á Local Property Tax 
Á Migration Integration Policy  
Á Monuments & Memorials  
Á Naming of Infrastructure  
Á National Broadband Update  
Á Northern R ing Road Extension 
Á Part 8 Reports on Various Projects  
Á Performance Indicators 2021 
Á Pets in Apartments Policy 
Á Raising of a Loan from the Housing Finance Agency Plc. 
Á Record of Protected Structures 
Á Recreational Infrastructure  
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Á Residential Zoned Land Tax 
Á Road Works Programme 2022 
Á Roads Capital Projects  
Á Rural Development Update  
Á Section 85 Agreements with other Local Authorities  
Á Section 183 Disposals 
Á Self Help Scheme Policy 
Á Service Delivery Plan 2022 
Á Statutory Audit Report  
Á Taking in Charge 
Á Team Up to Clean Up 
Á Technological University for the South East (SETU) 
Á Ukrainian Displacement  
Á Winter Maintenance Plan 2022 ð 2023 & Salting Operations  
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MEETING OF COMMITTEES 
 

 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF CASTLECOMER MEETINGS  
Number of Meetings held in 2022:  13    Number of Workshops:  3 

Á Active Travel  
Á Adoption of Road Works Programme  
Á Agree Schedule of Meetings 2022 - 2023 
Á Assumption Place & Community Creche, Urlingford ð vehicular access 
Á Bring Banks 
Á Castlecomer Footbridge 
Á CLÁR 
Á Community Monuments Fund  
Á Community  & Cultural Facilities Capital Scheme 
Á Community Centres Investment Fund  
Á Community Involvement Scheme  
Á Draft Castlecomer Mobility Management Plan (2021 ð 2026) 
Á Draft Freshford Mobility Management Plan (2024)  
Á Digital Hub ð Urlingford  
Á Election of Cathaoirleach & Leas Cathaoirleach 
Á EirGrid ð Laois/ Kilkenny Re -Enforcement Project Community Forum  
Á Flooding & Climate Change  
Á Fire Brigade Services 
Á Grangefertagh and Clomantagh Churches - Conservation 
Á Goul Drainage Committee  
Á High speed Broadband Delivery for Castlecomer & Urlingford  
Á Irish Water ð Disruption to Supply  
Á Kilkenny Library Services  
Á LCDC Funding ð Community Enhancement Programme & Community Activities Fund  
Á Local Improvement Scheme 
Á National Broadband Plan  
Á Old Fire Station Urlingford ð 

Proposal for an outlying Standby 
Point for the NAS  

Á Public Lighting  
Á Private Septic Tanks ð Grant 

Funding  
Á Road Works Programme Updates & 

Roads Related Issues 
Á Speeding Issues in Towns & Villages  
Á Road Safety & Provision of Ramps 
Á Section 38 Traffic Calming Scheme - 

Castlecomer 
Á St. Lachtainõs Church Freshford 

celebrating 1,400 years 
Á Street Cleaning 
Á Taking in Charge 
Á Town & Village Renewal Scheme 
Á Transport Infrastructure Ireland  
Á Vacant Homes Initiative  
Á Water & Waste Water Supply Schemes 
Á Winter Maintenance Plan 2022 ð 2023 & Salting Operations 
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MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF CALLAN - THOMASTOWN  
Number of Meetings held in 2021: 13 

 

Á Active Travel/TII Projects  
Á Callan By-Pass  
Á CLÁR Projects 
Á Climate Change 
Á Dangerous Structure 
Á Derelict Sites 
Á Directional and Road Signage 
Á Dog Fouling  
Á Drainage Works 
Á Footpaths 
Á Flood Relief Schemes 
Á Friary Complex, Callan  
Á Kings River, Callan 
Á Local Improvement Schemes 

 

Á Low Cost Safety Improvement Schemes 
Á Mobility Management Plans  
Á Public Lighting  
Á Nore Valley Walk Linkage Project  
Á Potential for Tourism Development  
Á Rural Development Updates  
Á Recreational Schemes and Trails 
Á South-East Greenway Updates 
Á Speeding & Speed limits review bye-laws 
Á St. Maryõs Church, Callan 
Á Streetscape Enhancement Scheme Callan 
Á Taking in charge of Estates 
Á Town & Village Renewal Schemes 
Á War in Ukraine  

Á Adoption of Roadworks Programme 2022  
Á Adverse weather conditions & flooding issues  
Á Bennettsbridge Riverside Amenity Area and Pedestrian Bridge Feasibility Study  
Á Bridge Cleaning works & General Maintenance  
Á Callan one-way system/Public Realm and Flaggy Lane 
Á Community and Cultural Facilities Capital Grant Scheme  
Á Community Involvement in Roadworks Schemes  
Á Compulsory Purchase Order process 
Á Declaration of existing road as a public road 
Á Election of Cathaoirleach & Leas Cathaoirleach 
Á Environmental Aware ness & Recycling facilities 
Á General Municipal Allocation / Adoption of Municipal Budget Plan  
Á Graiguenamanagh/Tinnahinch Tourism and Recreational Project Concept Study  
Á Increase in inflation and construction costs 
Á National Library Strategy & KCC Library Deve lopment Plan 
Á Potential for pedestrian bridges Bennettsbridge & Graiguenamanagh 
Á Recreational connectivity link between Woodstock Estate and SE Greenway 
Á Restoration Improvements & Maintenance works  
Á Roadworks Programme Updates & Roads Related Issues 
Á Rural Regeneration Roads Projects & Development Fund & Outdoor Recreational 

Infrastructure Scheme funded projects 
Á Winter  Maintenance Plan 2022 ð 2023 & Salting Operations  
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MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF KILKENNY CITY MEETINGS  
(including Annual Meeting, Budget Meeti ng & Special Meeting) 

 
Number of Meetings held in 2022:    14 

Á Active Travel Update & Allocation  
Á Adopted Municipal Budget for 2023  
Á Adoption of  Schedule of Municipal Works for 2022  
Á Braille Trail (Kilkenny Access Group)  
Á City Mobility/Temporary One -Way System 
Á Cooteõs Lane Improvement Scheme 
Á Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor  
Á LECP presentation 2023-2028 
Á Loughmacask Masterplan update 
Á New National Library Strategy  
Á Northern Ring Road Extension presentation 
Á Parking Option - Irishtown  
Á Part 8 proposed Housing at Weather Station Site on the Dunningstown Road   
Á Part 8 proposed Market Square/St. Kieranõs Street Improvement Scheme   
Á Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project & lights in Kilkenny City  
Á Road Works Scheme & Monthly Updates   
Á Report on Wells in the City  
Á Strategic Housing Development - Breagagh Valley 
Á Taking in Charge Updates 
Á Use of Parade & Mayors Walk in 2022 
Á Winter Maintenance Plan 2022 ð 2023 & Salting Operations 
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MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF PILTOWN MEETINGS  

 

Number of Meetings held in 2022: 13 
Number of Joint Meetings held in 2022: 5 

 
Á Access to Grannagh Castle  
Á Adoption of Road Works Scheme 2022 
Á Anti -Social Behaviour  
Á Casual Trading Bye Laws 
Á CLÁR Funding - Kilmogue Portal Tomb, Listerlin Public Lighting  
Á Community Involvement in Roadworks Scheme 
Á Draft LECP High Level Goals and Objectives 
Á Draft Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 2040  
Á Election of Cathaoirleach & Leas Cathaoirleach 
Á Ferrybank Shopping Centre 
Á Flooding Issues / Drainage Maintenance  
Á General Municipal Allocation / Adopt ion of Municipal Budget Plan  
Á Glenmore Bus Stop and Weighbridge 
Á Greenway Proposal ð Carrick -on-Suir to Kilmeaden Hedge Cutting ð Section 70 Roads Act, 

Landowner Responsibility  
Á Greyway, Slieverue to Ferrybank 
Á Greyway Proposal ð R723 Glenmore Roundabout to New Ross 
Á Illegal Dumping Piltown MD ð Anti -Dumping Initiative  
Á Irish Water ð Water Outages and Disruption to Supply  
Á Joint Retail Strategy & Review / Update of Ferrybank -Belview Local Area Plan 
Á Kilkenny Community Awards  
Á Link Road ð Abbey Road and Belmont Road Improvement Scheme  
Á Local Improvement Scheme  
Á Local Policing Partnership Committee Meetings  
Á Meetings with TII ð Road Safety Issues 
Á Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan & Setting up of Regional Forum  
Á Mobility Management Plans ð Ferrybank & Piltown  
Á National Biodiversity Action Plan ð Public Consultation  
Á National Broadband Plan and Broadband Connection Points 
Á National Library Strategy & KCC Library Development Plan  
Á National Pride of Place Competition ð Mullinavat  
Á N24 Tower Road Improvement Scheme 
Á N24 Carrick Road Scheme 
Á N24 Waterford to Cahir Scheme 
Á N24 New Aglish to Grannagh Castle ð Feasibility Assessment for Safety Improvement Scheme 
Á N25 Glenmore to Waterford Scheme 
Á N25 Traffic Calming Measures 
Á North Quays URDF and Strategic Development Zone 
Á Piltown Garda Station Redevelopment  
Á Poulanassy Waterfall Car Park & Walking Trail  
Á Pre-planning Consultation Clinics, Piltown MD  
Á Primary Health Care Centre Ferrybank  
Á Provision of Footpath ð Mill Road, Mullinavat  
Á Provision of Public Ligh ting  
Á Road Markings and Signage 
Á Regional Economic and Spatial Strategy 
Á Remote Working Hubs  
Á Roadworks Programme Updates & Roads Related Issues 
Á RSES 2 Year Progress Report ð Southern Regional Assembly 
Á Rural Regeneration Development Fund 
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Á School Safety ð Safe Routes to Schools Programme  
Á Search and Rescue Service South East 
Á SEG ð Feasibility Study for proposed link to Woodstock Estate  
Á SEG ð Links to Glenmore and Slieverue Ukraine Crisis ð Community Response 
Á South East Greenway, incorporating Kilkenny Greenway  
Á Speeding Issues & Speed Limit Review Waterford Proteins, Christendom ð EPA Licence Renewal 
Á Support of Carrick -on-Suir Regeneration Plan ð RRDF Funding 
Á Taking in Charge Developments ð Unfinished Estates 
Á Treatment of Ragwort  
Á Waterford to Rosslare Railway 
Á Winter Maintenance Plan 2022 ð 2023 & Salting Operations 
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COMMITTEES & SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
 

 

Corporate Policy Group  
The Corporate Policy Group (CPG) is a committee of the Council consisting of the Cathaoirleach of the 
Council , the Chairperson of each of the five Strategic Policy Committees (SPCõs) and the Party Whips. 
 

The CPG links the work of the different SPCs and provides a forum where proposed items for Council 
meeting agendas and policy matters are discussed.  The CPG also monitors the performance of the local 
authority and plays a key role in the budgetary process.  
 

The CPG met on 11 occasions in 2022. 
 
Committees & Subsidiary Bodies  
There is a legal obligation on Local Authorities to establish certain  Committees such as Strategic Policy 
Committees.  Local Authorities have discretionary authority to establish other Committees to assist 
them in performing their roles as Elected Members. 
 
Strategic Policy Committees  
Kilkenny County Council adopted a Strategic Policy Committee Scheme on 16th September, 2019 for the 
newly elected Council 2019 to 2024.  The role of the Strategic Policy Committees (SPCõs) is to assist the 
Council in the formulation, development and review of policy.  Their composition reflect the major 
functions of the Council within the broader context, are tailored to the size, membership and 
administrative resources of the Council and have one third of their membership drawn from sectors 
relevant to the committeesõ work. 
 

The SPCõs bring together both Elected Members and people actively working with social, economic, 
cultural and environmental bodies to develop and review policies related to Council's services.  The 
SPC's provide Elected Members with external views as they discharge their strategic role in the 
development of the local authority, including their policy development and oversight roles within the 
local authority.  
 

The overall configuration and membership of the Kilkenny County Council's Strategic Policy 
Committees is as follows at the 31st December, 2022: 
 

SPC 1:  Economic Development, Enterprise Support & Tourism,   
Planning & Development Policy  

 

Number of Meetings held...4  &  Number of Joint SPC 1 & LCDC Meetings (LECP 2023 ð 2028)é2 
 

Elected Members [8]  
John Coonan 
Michael Doyle  
Pat Fitzpatrick  
Ger Frisby [Chair]  
Michael McCarthy  
Eugene McGuinness 
Maria Dollard  
Patrick OõNeill 

Members from External Sectors [7]  
Agriculture/Farming:  Bill OõKeeffe [IFA]  
Development/Construction:  Marion Acreman [Chambers Ireland] 
Business/Commercial:  Deirdre Shine [Chambers Ireland] 
Trade Union: Eileen Moyles [ICTU]  
Social Inclusion: Fiona OõNeill [PPN] 
Environment/Conservation  Brian Hamilton [PPN] 
Community & Voluntary  Paul Brophy [PPN] 

 

Main Items Considered:  
 

Á Abbey Quarter Regeneration & Abbey Quarter Master Plan Review 
Á City & County Development Plan 2021 ð 2027 including Ministerial Direction regarding Windfarms  
Á Conservation Grants 
Á Developments at St. Caniceõs Campus in Kilkenny 
Á Disability Implementation Plan by Kilkenny County Council and the availabi lity of a Changing 

Places facility in Kilkenny  
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Á Kilkennyõs designation as World Craft Council City & Craft Region and the Made in Kilkenny Group  
Á Local Economic & Community Plan 2023 to 2028 - Review of guidelines, the preparation of the plan 

and the adoption of the high -level goals and objectives of this plan.  Support two joint meetings with 
the LCDC to agree key progression stages of the development of LECP 2023 to 2028 

Á Monitoring of t he delivery KPIs of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Local Enterprise Development 
Plan (LEDP) for 2022 on behalf of Kilkenny County Council per Service Level Agreement with 
Enterprise Ireland  

Á Masterplan for Loughmacask  
Á North Quays Strategic Development Z one (SDZ) 
Á Outdoor Recreation and Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) 
Á South East Greenway 
Á Taking in Charge (TIC) 
Á Tourism Supports and key animation projects in Kilkenny.  
Á Vacant Sites & vacant site levy. 

 
SPC 2:  Transportational Policy/Mobility Management & Water Services 

 

Number of Meetings heldé.4 
 

Elected Members [8]  
Tomás Breathnach 
Peter Cleere 
Deirdre Cullen  
Michael Delaney 
Fidelis Doherty  
Matt Doran  [Chair]  

Pat Dunphy  
Patrick OõNeill 

Members from External Sectors [7]  
Agriculture/Farming:  Paul OõBrien [IFA]  
Business/Commercial  Gary Graham [Chambers Ireland] 
Development/Construction  Barry Lynch [Chambers Ireland] 
Trade Union Ger Mooney [ICTU]  
Community/Voluntary  Gerard Ferris [PPN] 
Social Inclusion Eileen Ryan [PPN] 
Environment/Conservation  Alan Sullivan [PPN] 
 

 
Main Items Considered:  
 

Á Broadband 
Á Capital Roads Projects 
Á Capital Water Projects 
Á Climate Action Plan  
Á Flooding & Flood Schemes 
Á Irish Water Leakage Reduction Programme 
Á Irish Water Transformation  

Á National Road Safety Strategy 
Á Pathfinder ð Sustainable Urban Mobility  
Á Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project  
Á Rainbow Crossings & Sunflower Parking 

Spaces 
Á Review of the 2015 ð 2020 Road Safety Plan 
Á Speed Limit Review 
Á Water & Wastewater Capacity Registers 

 

SPC 3:   Housing 
 

Number of Meetings heldé.5 
 

Elected Members [8]  
Eamon Aylward [Chair]  

Martin Brett  
Pat Fitzpatrick  
Denis Hynes 
Joe Lyons 
Andrew McGuinness  
Eugene McGuinness 
Joe Malone 

Members from External Sectors [6]  
Development/Construction:  Brian Dunlop [Chambers Ireland] 
Environment/Conservation  Mags Morrissey  [PPN] 
Community/Voluntary  John Bourke [PPN] 
Social Inclusion: Lisa Morris [PPN] 
Trade Union: Yvonne Moriarty [ICTU]  
 

 

Main Items Considered:  
 

Á Housing First ð Own Front Door  
Á Pets in Apartments 

Á Self Help Scheme 
Á Tenant Handbook 
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SPC 4: Environment Protection, Climate Action & Energy  
 

Number of Meetings heldé.4 
 

Elected Members [6]  
Mary Hilda Cavanagh  
Deirdre Cullen  
David Fitzgerald  [Chair]  

Denis Hynes 
Joe Lyons 
Maria Dollard  

Members from External Sectors [5]  
Agriculture/Farming  James Murphy [IFA]  
Development/Construction  John Hurley [Chambers Ireland] 
Business/Commercial:  Laurence Conroy [Chambers Ireland] 
Community/Voluntary:  Noel OõDonoghue [PPN] 
Environment/Conservation:  Aidan Fitzpatrick [PPN] 

 
Main Items Considered:  
 

Á Burial Grounds ð Care and Maintenance 
Á Climate Action Update including the role of the Climate Action Co -Ordinator and the preparation of 

the new five year Climate Action Plan for Co. Kilkenny  
Á Draft River Basin Management Plan 
Á òLets Team Up to Clean Upó Initiative  
Á Membership of the Committee  
Á Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections (RMCEI) updates  
Á 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan ð focusing on the conservation and sustainable use of Irelandõs 

biodiversity  

 
 
 

SPC 5: Community, Cultura l & Fire Services  
 

Number of Meetings heldé.5 
 

Elected Members [6]  
Tomás Breathnach 
John Brennan 
Martin Brett  
Peter Cleere 
John Coonan 
Pat Dunphy [Chair]  

Members from External Sectors [5]  
Agriculture/Farming:  Michael Rice [IFA]  
Business/Commercial:  Kathy Purcell [Chambers Ireland] 
Community/Voluntary:  Denis Brophy [PPN] 
Social Inclusion: Martin Brennan [PPN] 
Trade Union: Fergal Canton [ICTU 
 

 
Main Items Considered:  
 

Á CCFCS Grant Scheme 2022 - 2024 
Á Creative Ireland strategy 2023 ð 2027 
Á Disability Strategy 
Á Fire & Emergency Operations Plan 2022 - 2026 
Á Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) 2023 - 2028 
Á National Library Strategy  
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KILKENNY JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE 
 

 

Kilkenny County Council has established a Joint Policing Committee in accordance 
with the Garda Síochána Act 2005. 
 
Number of Meetings:  4 (held both remotely and in person)  
 
Public Meeting:   None Held  
 

Chairperson: 
Cllr. Martin Brett, Callan Road, Kilkenny 
 
MEMBERS OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE  
Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick, Cloopook,  Ballyfoyle, Co. Kilkenny.  
Cllr. Deirdre Cullen, Kilree, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny.  
Cllr. Pat Dunphy, Ballygorey, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny.  
Cllr. Michael Delaney, Tullaroan, Co. Kilkenny.  
Cllr. Tomas Breathnach, Forge Road, Narabane, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny.  
Cllr. John Brennan, Forge Road, Narabane, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny 
Cllr. Fidelis Doherty, Ballyfacey, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny  
Cllr. David FitzGerald, 24 Patrick Street, Kilkenny 
Cllr. Denis Hynes, Ballyellen, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny  
Cllr. Joe Lyons, Bauntha, Callan, Co. Kilkenny. 
Cllr. Patrick OõNeill, Hillview, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny. 
Cllr. Michael Doyle, Ballinbarna, The Rower, Co. Kilkenny.  
Cllr. John Coonan, 17, Willow Close, Ardnore, Kilkenny City  
Cllr. Mick McCarthy, Buncrusha Street, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny.  
Cllr. Joe Malone, 11 Maiden Hill, Kells Road, Kilkenny.  
Cllr. Andrew McGuinness, OõLoughlin Rd., Kilkenny. 
Chief Superintendent Padraig Dunne, Waterford Garda Station.  
Superintendent Derek Hughes, Kilkenny Garda Station.  
Superintendent Anthony Farrell, Thomastown Garda Station.  
Detective Inspector S®an OõMeara, Kilkenny Garda Station. 
Sergeant Peter McConnan, Kilkenny Garda Station 
Deputy Jennifer Murnane OõConnor, Graigue, Co. Carlow. 
Deputy Kathleen Funchion, 3 rd Floor, Lower New Street, Kilkenny  
Deputy John McGuinness, OõLoughlin Rd, Kilkenny 
Deputy John Paul Phelan, 25 Market Street, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny.  
Deputy Malcolm Noonan, Cedarwood Drive, Loughboy, Kilkenny.  
Samual Morgan, PPN, Kilkenny.  
Helena Power, PPN, Kilkenny.  
Gerard Ferris, PPN, Kilkenny.  
Colette Murphy, PPN, Kilkenny  
Marion Acreman, Kilkenny Chamber.  
Anthony Morrisson, Vintners Association.  
 
SUMMARY OF ISSUES DISCUSSED:  
 

Á Active Travel Initiatives.  
Á Animal Welfare  
Á Annual Report 2021 
Á Community Text Alert  
Á Crime Statistics, Gardai Stewardship, 

Traffic and Road Safety 
Á Draft Works Programme 2022 

Á Drugs Initiative - An Garda Síochana  & GAA 
Á Lock Up ð Light Up. 
Á Online Fraud & Cyber Security  
Á Project Connect ð Health Service Executiveõs 

presentation 
Á Road Safety Strategy 2021 ð 2030 
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MEMBERS TRAINING & EXPENSES 
 

 

DATE  CONFERENCE & LOCATION  
ELECTED 
MEMBER  FEES EXPENSES TOTAL  

7th - 9th  
January 
 

Celtic Conference  
The Finance Act 2021 
Louth  

Andrew McGuinness 
Michael Delaney 
 

û200.00 
 
 

û722.19 
 
 

û922.19 
 
 

14th 

January 
University College Cork  
Cork 

Maria Dollard 
 

û525.00 
 

û0.00 
 

û525.00 
 

18th - 19th 

January 

Environment Ireland 
Conference 
Dublin  

Maria Dollard 
 
 

û362.85 
 
 

û0.00 
 
 

û362.85 
 
 

21st January 
 
 

Celtic Conference  
òThe New Housing For All Policyó 
Cork 

Andrew McGuinness 
Michael Delaney 
 

û200.00 
 
 

û277.81 
 
 

û477.81 
 
 

4th - 6th  
February  
 
 

Celtic Conference  
òSocial Media use in Political 
Campaignsó 
Cork 

Deirdre Cullen 
 
 
 

û100.00 
 
 
 

û455.96 
 
 
 

û555.96 
 
 
 

17th  
February 
 

AILG  
Personal Safety & Risk Assessment 
Mullingar  

Peter Cleere 
Micheal McCarthy 
Eamon Aylward 

û210.00 
 
 

û745.43 
 
 

û955.43 
 
 

18th - 19th 

February 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AILG  
Silversprings, Cork 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Doran,  
Joe Malone,  
Pat Dunphy,  
Michael Delaney,  
John Brennan,  
Pat Fitzpatrick, 
Andrew McGuinness, 
John Coonan 

û560.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û1,934.47 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û2,494.47 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th - 6th 

March 
 

Celtic Conference  
òTourism & Digital Marketingó 
Louth  

John Brennan, 
Pat Fitzpatrick, 
Michael Doyle,  

û300.00 
 
 

û1,156.91 
 
 

û1,456.91 
 
 

23rd - 24th  
March 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AILG Annual Training  
Conference 2022 
Donegal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eugene McGuinness, 
John Coonan, 
Joe Malone,  
Michael Delaney, 
Peter Cleere, 
Pat Dunphy,  
Deirdre Cullen, 
Andrew McGuinness, 
Pat Fitzpatrick, 
Ger Frisby, 
Michael McCarthy, 
Eamon Aylward,  
Martin Brett 

û2,015.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û8,941.08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û10,956.08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7th April  
 
 

IPI Annual Planning 
Conference 
Kilkenny  

Maria Dollard 
 
 

û360.00 
 
 

û0.00 
 
 

û360.00 
 
 

11th - 12th  
April  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAMA  
Spring Training 
Kilkenny  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin Brett,   
John Brennan, 
John Coonan, 
Maria Dollard, 
Pat Fitzpatrick, 
Deirdre Cullen, 
Andrew McGuinness,  
Joe Malone, 
Eugene McGuinness, 
Pat Dunphy, 
Michael McCarthy, 
Gerard Frisby 

û2,160.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û161.23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û2,321.23 
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DATE  CONFERENCE & LOCATION  
ELECTED 
MEMBER  FEES EXPENSES TOTAL  

27th - 28th  
April  

Suck Valley Way Conference  
Roscommon 

John Coonan 
 û0.00 û340.63 û340.63 

12th May 
 
 
 
 
 

AILG  
Climate Action 
Ennis 
 
 
 

Deirdre Cullen, 
Gerard Frisby,  
Joe Malone,  
Andrew McGuinness, 
Michael McCarthy, 
Mary Hilda 
Cavanagh, 
 Peter Cleere û490.00 û2,417.98 û2,907.98 

14th May 
 
 
 
 

AILG  
Climate Action 
Monaghan 
 
 

Pat Fitzpatrick, John 
Coonan, John 
Brennan, Michael 
Delaney, Eamon 
Aylward, Matt Doran û420.00 û2,267.15 û2,687.15 

18th June 
 
 

AILG  
Development Plan 
Castlecomer 

Pat Fitzpatrick 
John Brennan û140.00 û0.00 û140.00 

23rd July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AILG  
Local Authority Audit Committee, 
Governance & Oversight Role of 
Elected Member 
Bundoran 
 
 
 

Andrew McGuinness, 
Eamon Aylward, Ger 
Frisby, Joe Malone, 
John Brennan, John 
Coonan, Mary Hilda 
Cavanagh, Michael 
McCarthy, Pat 
Fitzpatrick, Peter 
Cleere 

û700.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û5,515.31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û6,215.31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28th July 
 

AILG  
Audit Committee 
Horse & Jockey 

Fidelis Doherty 
 
 

û70.00 
 
 

û112.74 
 
 

û182.74 
 
 

14th -15th  
September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AILG  
òCelebrating Local Governmentó 
Trim  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Hilda 
Cavanagh, Fidelis 
Doherty, 
Ger Frisby, 
Peter Cleere, 
Micheal McCarthy, 
Eamon Aylward, 
John Coonan, 
Martin Brett, 
Deirdre Cullen, 
Michael Delaney, 
Matt Doran, 
Michael Doyle, 
Pat Dunphy,  
John Brennan, 
Pat Fitzpatrick, 
Maria Dollard, 
Joe Malone.  

û2,635.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û6,110.68 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û8,745.68 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15th September, 

2021 

AILG  

Tralee 

Peter Cleere 

 

ú0.00 

 

ú333.98 

 

ú333.98 

 

24th - 25th 

September, 
2021 
 

Celtic Conference  
òHealth & Safety in the 
Workplaceó 
Cork 

Peter Cleere 
 
 
 

û0.00 
 
 
 

û498.24 
 
 
 

û498.24 
 
 
 

29th September - 
25th October 
 
 

Irish Language Course  
Online  
 
 

Deirdre Cullen, 
Martin Brett, Mary 
Hilda Cavanagh, Ger 
Frisby, John Brennan 

û996.00 
 
 
 

û0.00 
 
 
 

û996.00 
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DATE  CONFERENCE & LOCATION  
ELECTED 
MEMBER  FEES EXPENSES TOTAL  

30th September 
ð 
2nd October 
 

Celtic Conference  
òA Practical Guide to Budget 
2023ó 
Louth  

Eamon Aylward, 
Mary Hilda 
Cavanagh, 
Ger Frisby, 
John Brennan,  

û400.00 
 
 
 

û2,306.27 
 
 
 

û2,706.27 
 
 
 

07-09th  
October 
 

Celtic Conference  
òIrish State Pensions and Benefitsó 
Cork 

Michael McCarthy 
 
 

û0.00 
 
 

û608.54 
 
 

û608.54 
 
 

21st - 22nd 

October 
 
 
 
 

AILG Conference  
Disability and Inclusion 
Killarney  
 
 
 
 

Andrew McGuinness,  
Ger Frisby, 
John Brennan, 
Maria Dollard, 
Mary Hilda 
Cavanagh,  
Michael McCarthy, 
Pat Dunphy 

û490.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û3,071.91 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û3,560.91 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25th -26th 

October 
 

AILG Conference  
Disability and Inclusion 
Sligo 

John Coonan 
Peter Cleere 
 

û140.00 
 
 

û833.72 
 
 

û973.72 
 
 

28th - 30th 

October 
 

Celtic Conference  
òInnovation in Solar Energyó 
Cork 

Peter Cleere 
 
 

û100.00 
 
 

û512.84 
 
 

û612.84 
 
 

3rd -5th 

November (21) 
 

LAMA  
County Development Plans 
Sligo 

Martin Brett 
 
 

û0.00 
 
 

û416.65 
 
 

û416.65 
 
 

9th -11th 

November  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAMA  
òCost of Living Crisis & 
Sustainable & Renewable Energyó 
Monaghan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Cleere, 
Matt Doran,  
Michael Doyle, 
Patrick O'Neill, 
Pat Fitzpatrick, 
Michael McCarthy, 
Michael Delaney, 
Andrew McGuinness, 
Joe Malone, 
John Coonan,  
Eugene McGuinness, 
Martin Brett, 
Pat Dunphy,  
Eamon Aylward,  
Ger Frisby 

û2,400.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û6,873.80 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

û9,273.80 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th  
November  
 

AILG  
Data Protection 
Waterford  

Mary Hilda Cavanagh  
 
 

û140.00 
 
 

û171.13 
 
 

û311.13 
 
 

25th -26th   
November  
 

AILG  
Data Protection 
Navan 

Pat Dunphy,  
Michael McCarthy, 
Ger Frisby 

û210.00 
 
 

û787.85 
 
 

û997.85 
 
 

September Purchase of IT Equipment  
Joe Malone, 
Joe Lyons 

û1,710.92 
 

û0.00 
 

û1,710.92 
 

6th May  
IPB AGM & Conference  
Dublin  

Mary Hilda Cavanagh 
 

û0.00 
 

û299.52 
 

û299.52 
 

   

 
TOTAL  
 

û18,034.77 
 

û47,873.02 
 

û65,907.79 
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PAYMENTS TO ELECTED MEMBERS 
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John 
Brennan 

30 
of 
33 û26,261.55 û2,810.32 û2,911.59      û31,983.47 û1,901.76 

Mary Hilda 
Cavanagh 

43 
of 
43 û26,975.65 û3,563.13 û4,232.78   û3,173.73   û37,945.30 û1,941.18 

Pat 
Fitzpatrick  

44 
of 
48 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û1,990.23 û10,732.40 û2,799.18  û44,637.11 û5,261.59 

Michael 
McCarthy  

38 
of 
44 û25,664.31 û2,139.65 û5,190.82 

 
 
û1,850.79    û34,845.57 û1,053.81 

Michael 
Delaney 

30 
of 
36 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û5,189.69      û34,304.99   

Denis Hynes 

27 
of 
42 û26,975.65 û2,305.22 û3,644.43      û32,925.30   

Peter 'Chap' 
Cleere 

31 
of 
37 û25,664.31 û2,452.23 û5,769.04      û33,885.58 û2,094.13 

Matt Doran  

42 
of 
43 û26,975.65 û3,348.04 û4,605.72   û3,380.72 û5,930.20 û44,240.33   

Michael 
Doyle 

31 
of 
36 û26,319.98 û3,240.50 û3,179.25   û2,615.19  û35,354.92   

Patrick 
O'Neill  

30 
of 
41 û26,319.98 û2,139.65 û2,990.11 

 
 
û2,146.48    û33,596.22   

Deirdre 
Cullen  

39 
of 
40 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û5,190.42      û34,305.72   

Joe Lyons 

40 
of 
50 û26,975.65 û2,306.05 û4,697.15      û33,978.85   

David 
FitzGerald 

41 
of 
45 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û4,602.74   û5,366.20 û5,930.20 û45,014.44   

Joe Malone 

40 
of 
46 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û5,190.15     û2,733.48 û37,038.93 û9,687.48 

Andrew 
McGuinness 

47 
of 
50 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û5,194.31   û4,599.60  û38,909.21 û1,581.72 

Martin Brett  

45 
of 
56 û26,319.98 û2,139.65 û2,989.17      û31,448.80   
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John Coonan 

37 
of 
42 û26,319.98 û2,139.65 û1,990.23      û30,449.86   

Eugene 
McGuinness 

39 
of 
40 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û5,190.15      û34,305.45   

Eamon 
Aylward  

35 
of 
38 û25,664.31 û3,563.13 û2,832.81     û3,196.72 û35,256.97 û318.00 

Tomás 
Breathnach 

51 
of 
51 û26,975.65 û3,993.30 û2,244.97      û33,213.92   

Fidelis 
Doherty  

40 
of 
42 û26,319.98 û3,993.30 û2,045.02 û9,253.96 û3,380.72  û44,992.98 û6,594.52 

Pat Dunphy  

52 
of 
52 û26,975.65 û4,746.10 û2,824.30   û2,615.19 û5,930.20 û43,091.44 û632.04 

Ger Frisby 

48 
of 
51 û26,975.63 û4,531.02 û1,692.29     û5,930.20 û39,129.14 û3,123.58 

Maria 
Dollard  

39 
of 
41 û26,975.65 û2,139.65 û5,190.19      û34,305.49   

 
 
TOTALS   

 
û639,489.11 
 

û66,528.09 
 

û91,577.62 
 

û23,983.63 
 

û27,930.53 
 

û29,651.00 
 

û879,159.98 
 

û34,189.81 
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CIVIC OCCASIONS & EVENTS 2022 
 

 

ST. PATRICKõS FESTIVAL KILKENNY 
St. Patrickõs Festival Kilkenny 2022 was 6-days long, incorporated over 45 events, involved working 
with 130 performers/ organisations / vendors and attracted an estimated 100,000 people to the City 
in the space of six days. The Parade had the largest attendance in Kilkennyõs St. Patrickõs Day Parade 
history with 40,000 people lining the streets and over 1,000 people participating attracting audiences 
and engagement from the United States, United Kingdom and France. 
 
The social media channels across Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter reached over 650,000 
accounts. The week of the festival the website had 93,090 page views. Kilkenny featured on the front 
page of the Irish Times on St. Patrickõs Day, received 45 seconds of airtime on RT£ news and received 
coverage in US, UK and national publications. With a marketing activity spend of û10,000, the festival 
received nearly 150 pieces of earned media coverage online, on radio and in print.  Funding for the 
festival was provided by Kilkenny County Council, Kilkenny County Council Arts Office through 
the Local Live Performance Programme Scheme (LLPPS), and Fáilte Ireland. 

 

û8,500 was raised for the St. Vincent De Paul 
through ticket sales for the Rogu Fire Show 
from the  Fireworks Display events. St. 
Patrickõs Festival Kilkenny 2022 took place 
alongside Kilkenny Tradfest and the 
Medieval Mile Museum Music series which 
added to the òUnique Selling Pointó of 
Kilkennyõs St. Patrickõs Festival celebrations.  
Also û12,000 was raised for Amber Womenõs 
Refuge from LLPPS music series. 
 

 

KILKENNY DAY  
Kilkenny Day is a celebration of all things Kilkenny - 
The diversity of our local and new communities, the 
richness of our cultural heritage, along with our wide -
ranging creativity and sporting excellence.   
Everything that makes Kilkenny a very special place 
to be.   
 

The now famous and celebrated Virtual Hug, which 
leapt to national prominence at the height of the 
COVID19 pandemic on RT£õs Late Late Show is 
immortalised in Kilkenny as a major piece of sculpture 
unveiled in Kilkenny on Kilkenny Day, 9 th October, 
2022. President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins sent a 
special letter of congratulations to  
the young Cork man who inspired the nation at a crucial time and praised his positivity which lifted 
the nation.  The sculpture piece was unveiled by Adam King and inspiri ng Paralympian and 
Kilkenny native, Mary Fitzgerald as part of Kilkenny Day celebrations in the City.  
 

  
 
 

 

 
Fireworks, Kilkenny Castle_Photo Credit_Robby Berry 
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YULEFEST KILKENNY  
Yulefest Kilkenny Christmas Festival was first established in 2016 by Kilkenny County Council to 
promote Kilkenny as a Christmas festive destination for local people and visitors to enjoy.  
 
A key feature of the Yulefest Kilkenny Festival is its community connectivity.  Yulefest Kilkenny 2022 
was delighted to host an array of local musical talent at the Yulefest Market with  performances from 
choirs, groups and solo artists throughout Christmas week! Each day saw a variety of performances 
on the Bandstand featuring Ali Comerford, Alchemy, Music Generation Kilkenny, The Hit Machine, 
and many more. The Victorian -inspired pop -up Bandstand was a beautiful addition to the Parade 
and provided the perfect place for our Yulefest gigs.  Everyone enjoyed seasonal cheer, choral 
arrangements, festive music and Celtic drummers as night fell over the Yulefest Market and 
twinkling lights dan ce across Kilkenny Castle and on the evening of Friday 23rd December a dazzling 
Yulefest Fireworks Display lit up the skies above Kilkenny Castle.  
 

 

Yulefest Christmas Markets 
 

Cathaoirleach of Kilkenny County Council, Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick officially lau nched an exhibition of 
stunning photographs in the Pembroke Hotel Kilkenny on the evening of Thursday, 8th December. 
The images which were on display celebrated important moments in Kilkenny sporting history and 
offered visitors to the exhibition the oppor tunity to look back at some memorable events. Images 
include shots of current camogie All -Ireland Senior champions Claire Phelan and Katie Power; iconic 
shots of Kilkenny hurling captains lifting the Liam McCarthy Cup; past and present players and 
crowd celebrations and All -Ireland homecomings. These beautifully framed images were available 
to purchase with all proceeds donated to the Kilkenny Lions Club Christmas Appeal.  
 

 
L-R_Philip OõNeill (Kilkenny Lions Club), Philip Tierney (Kilkenny Lions Club), 

former Kilkenny Senior Hurler Eddie Keher and Gerry McGovern (Kilkenny Lions Club) 
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MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 
 

 

Kilkenny County Council's Management Structure is: 
 

 

 
 

 
Sean McKeown  
Interim Chief Executive  
 
 
(   056-7794075 
*   sean.mckeown@kilkennycoco.ie 

 
Interim Chief Executive  of  
Kilkenny County Council  

 
 

 
Mary J. Mulholland  
Director of Services  
 
(   056-7794900 
*   mary.mulholland@kilkennycoco.ie 
 

 
Director of Services with 
responsibilities for:  
 

Housing, Community, Library, Arts, 
Heritage, Fire Service 
 

Municipal District of Callan/Thomastown 

 
 

 
Tim Butler  
Director of Services  
 
(   056-7794070 
*   tim.butler@kilkennycoco.ie 

 
Director of Services with 
responsibilities for:  
 

Corporate, Human Resources, Roads & 
Transportation, Water Services, 
Communication, Health & Safety 
 

Municipal District of Kilkenny 

 

 
Denis Malone  
Acting Director of Services  
 
 
(   056-7794010 
*   denis.malone@kilkennycoco.ie 

 
Director of Services with 
responsibilities for:  
 

Planning, Environment, Building Control, 
Parks, LEO/Economic Development, 
Tourism Marketing & Veterinary Services 
 

Municipal District of Piltown 

 
 

 
Martin Prendiville  
Head of Finance 
 
(   056-7794214 
*   martin.prendiville@kilkennycoco.ie 

 
Director of Services for responsibilities 
for: 
 

Finance, Information Technology, Facilities 
Management, Procurement & Special 
Projects 
 

Municipal District of Castlecomer 

 

 
 

 
Fiona Deegan 
Acting Director of Services  
 
(   056-7794196 
*   fiona.deegan@kilkennycoco.ie 

 
Director of Services for responsibilities 
for: 
 
Management of Displaced Ukrainian 
Persons situation 

 

  

mailto:tim.butler@kilkennycoco.ie
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DIRECTORATE OF 
CORPORATE & INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
 
 

Director of Services: Mr. Tim Butler 
 



30 
 

 
 

CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

 

Electoral Rolling Register  
Electoral Reform Act 2022 (Commencement) Order 2022 has resulted in a number of changes to the 
Register of Electors.  
 

Since October 2022, the annual register cycle no longer applies and a rolling register process is now 
in place.   
 

The new Electoral Rolling Register was rolled out in November, 2022.  All electors are now being 
asked to visit www.checktheregister.ie  to confirm or update their entry by adding their PPSN, Date 
of Birth and Eircode or register fo r the first time using a newly upgraded online form.  This will help 
to ensure that entries are accurate and up to date as well as enabling the identification of entries on 
the register that require follow up.  Checking, updating or registering has never been easier. 
 

The Electoral Reform Act 2022 provides the legislation to underpin a range of significant electoral 
reforms set out in the Programme for Government ð Our Shared Future. 
 

A national communications c ampaign was launched to encourage people to visit checktheregister.ie 
and update their details.  In excess of 900 requests for update or new registrations have been received 
via checktheregister.ie. 

 
The total number on the Register 
on the 31st of December, 2022 is 
73,475. 

 
 
Any member of the public can check if they are on the register on the following website: 
www.checktheregister.ie  or can contact the Corporate Services Department in the Council.  
 
CUSTOMER CARE  
The Council is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers.    Kilkenny County 
Councilõs Customer Charter sets out the way in which the Council endeavours to deal with its 
customers. The document is available on our website at www.kilkennycoco.ie.  
 

This Charter includes a commitment to equality in service provision and a recognition of the diverse 
nature of the community we serve. The Charter also includes a Customer Complaints Procedure 
which may be availed of by any person not satisfied with the qu ality of service received. The Senior 
Executive Officer in Corporate investigates all complaints/comments received. A person not 
satisfied with the response provided by the Senior Executive Officer can request to have their case 
reviewed again by the Director of Services, Corporate Services.  
  
In 2022, Kilkenny County Council dealt with 14 formal complaints from customers.    
 

22%

26%26%

26%

Register of Electors

Piltown Castlecomer Kilkenny Callan/Thomastown

http://www.checktheregister.ie/
http://www.checktheregister.ie/
http://www.checktheregister.ie/
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  
Section 126(c) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 sets out the functions of the National 
Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) which includes examination of the performance of local 
government bodies against forty -two indicators.  
 

The report in respect of 2021 was published by NOAC in November, 2022. 
 

Kilkenny County Councilõs performance in each area in 2021 compared to other local authorities is 
available for viewing on www.noac.ie  
 
OMBUDSMAN  
The Office of the Ombudsman was established under the Ombudsman Act 1980. The role of the 
Office is to investigate complaints about administrative actions, delays or inactions adversely 
affecting persons or bodies in their dealings with state bodies including Local Authorities.  
 

The Office of the Ombudsman dealt with 4 Customer complaints in 2022. Reports on each complaint 
was prov ided by Kilkenny County Council to the Office of the Ombudsman.  
 
OMBUDSMAN FOR CHILDREN  
In 2022, no complaint was made to the Ombudsman for Children.  
 
IRISH LANGUAGE SCHEME  
The Official Languages (Amendment) Act 2021 was signed by the President of Ireland, Michael D. 
Higgins into law in December, 2021. 
 
This new legislation is a strengthening of the Official Languages Act 2003 and it is widely recognised 
that it will make a significant contribution to the quality of services in Irish provided to the  public 
by State Bodies. 
 

Kilkenny County Councilõs Irish Language Scheme 2019-2022 was confirmed by the Minister for 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and came into effect on 8th April 2019. This Scheme remains in 
force until new language standards are prescribed by the Minister under the new act which will 
apply to  public bodies in order to promote the use of the Irish language for official purposes.  The 
current scheme is available to view on our website at:  www.kilkennycoco.ie.   
 

Kilkenny County Co uncil recognises that our customers have the right to choose to do business with 
us in their preferred language and they are facilitated in their dealings with us as far as practicable, 
whether that is through Irish or through English.  
 

The main changes of this amendment Act which affect Kilkenny County Council immediately are 
that 20% of new recruits to the public service will need to be competent in Irish by the end of 2030.  
It also requires that 20% of any advertising placed is through the medium of Iri sh and 5% of any 
monies spent on advertising by the Council in any year shall be in the Irish language in Irish 
language media outlets.    
 

Each public body will be required to make annual returns in relation to their advertising spend.  
If you wish to cont act the Council in Irish, please send an e-mail to gaeilge@kilkennycoco.ie 
 

During 2022, Kilkenny County Council dealt with 4 formal Irish complaints.     
 
PROTECTED DISCLOSURES  
The Protected Disclosures Act 2014 became operational on 15th July, 2014. The Act provided a 
statutory framework within which workers can raise concerns regarding a potential wrongdoing 
that has come to their attention in the workplace in the knowledge that they can avail of significant  
employment and other protections if they are penalised by their employer or suffer any detriment 
for doing so. 
 
 

http://www.noac.ie/
mailto:gaeilge@kilkennycoco.ie
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The 2014 Act has been substantially overhauled by the Protected Disclosures (Amendment) Act 
2022, which was signed into law in July, 2022. This new legislation came into operation on 1st 
January,  2023.  
 
In accordance with Section 22 of the 2014 Act, Kilkenny County Council has an obligation to report 
on the number of protected disclosures made to the Council in the preceding year. 
 
To 30th June, 2022, one disclosure was received by the Designated Officer for Protected Disclosures.  
 
DATA PROTECTION (GDPR)  
Kilkenny County Council processes all personal information in accordance with the General Data 
Protection Regulation 2016 and the Data Protection Acts, 1988 to 2018. 
 
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) applies from 25th May 2018.  It has general 
application to the processing of personal data in the EU, setting out more extensive obligations on 
data controllers and processors, and providing strengthened protections and rights for data subjects. 
 

Privacy Statement  
At Kilkenny Cou nty Council we are committed to protecting and respecting your privacy.  The 
Privacy Statement lets you know how we look after your  personal data. It also informs you as to our 
obligations and your rights under data protection law. Kilkenny County Councilõs pr ivacy statement 
can be found at:  https://kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Your_Council/Data -Protection/General -Privacy-
Statement-for-Local-Aut horities.docx 
 
 
In 2022, Kilkenny County Council dealt with 10 data subject access requests.   The Data Protection 
Officer (DPO) was notified of 9 data breaches of which 3 were notified to the DPC.   The DPO has 
activity engaged with Service Departments in  carrying out Data Privacy Impact Assessments and 
addressing any risks identified.  

 
 
 

  

https://kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Your_Council/Data-Protection/General-Privacy-Statement-for-Local-Authorities.docx
https://kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Your_Council/Data-Protection/General-Privacy-Statement-for-Local-Authorities.docx
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
 

 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUESTS  
The Freedom of Information Act 2014 was enacted on 14th October 2014. It introduced significant 
changes to the Freedom of Information regime repealing and replacing the Freedom of Information 
Acts 1997 and 2003 and expanding the scope of  FOI to a number of further bodies. It also 
consolidated, modernised and updated the legislation generally.  
 
It is the policy of  Kilkenny County Council to give members of the public access to information held 
by the Authority in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2014. Further 
information is available on the Councilõs website www.kilkennycoco.ie  
 
The Freedom of Information Unit deals with requests for records held by Kilkenny County Council 
from members of the public, Journalists and Organisations. Kilkenny County Council is a public 
body which is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, 2014, which allows for 
access to certain records held by the local authority subject to a number of exemptions. 

 

Kilkenny  County  Council  received 76 Freedom of  Information  requests in  2022. 

 

 
2022 

 
Journalists  

Business/ 
Interest  Groups  

Oireachtas/ 
Public  Reps 

 
Staff  

 
Clients  

 
Others 

 
TOTAL  

 
TOTAL  

 
17 

 
5 

 
2 

 
0 

 
2 

 
50 

 
76 

 

 
A total of 77 decisions were made by the Freedom of Information Officer in 2022.  

One application for an Internal Review was received following the decisions of the FOI Officer.  
 

 FOI  DECISIONS  MADE  2022  

 Requests 
Granted  

Requests  
Part-Granted  

Requests  
Refused 

Requests 
Withdrawn  

 
TOTAL  

 
TOTAL  

 
23 

 
19 

 
27 

 
8 

 
77 

  
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON THE ENVIRONMENT  
You are entitled to request access to information on the environment that is held by Kilkenny County 
Council. This right comes from Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament, the European 
Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2014 (hereafter referred to 
as the AIE Regulations). 
 

Under these Regulations, information relating to the environment held by, or for, a public authority 
must be made available on request, subject to certain exceptions. The AIE regulations also oblige 
public authorities to be proactive in disseminating environmental information to the public.  
 

In 2022, Kilkenny County Council received 16 requests.    10 requests were granted, 5 requests were 
part granted and 1 request was refused. 
 

There is no initial fee for making an application under the AIE Regulations. However, the 
Regulations do allow a public authority to charge a reasonable fee for the cost of supplying 
environmental information, and Kilkenny County Council has set the following charges:  - 
 

Á Search, retrieval and copying of records: ...... û20 per hour 
Á Photocopy: .......................................................... û0.04 per sheet 
Á CD Rom: ............................................................. û10.00 
Á Radiograph: ........................................................ û6.00  

http://www.kilkennycoco.ie/
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COMMUNICATIONS & SOCIAL MEDIA 2022 
 

 

The Communications Team oversees corporate and internal communications for the Council. It is 
responsible for all internal and external communications, public relations, crisis management and 
marketing on behalf of the Council extending across all Council services. 
 
The Team provides full support to An Cathaoirleach, the Mayor and Elected Members r egarding: 
 

Á Advice on Protocol and Event Management. 

Á Organising of civic events. 

Á Circulation of press release post events. 

Á Photoshoots and videos for promotion.  

Á Preparation of speaking notes. 

Á Management of civic events. 

 
Achievements in 2022: 
Á 101 Press Releases issued in 2022 

Á Promotion and management of Council Events and activities.  

Á Publication of third Council newsletter òKilkenny  Connectsó. 

Á Publication of Annual Report 2021. 

Á Management of Councilõs social media accounts. 

Á Management of Councilõs websites. 

 
Support to Civic Events in 2022.  
Á Support to the promotion of the Councilõs Civic Festivals being St. Patrickõs Festival, Kilkenny 

Day and Yulefest Kilkenny.  
 

Á Co-Ordinated content for Kilkenny People Local Authority Page.  
 

Á Participated in Regional Net work of Communications Officers in South East for regional 
campaigns. 
 

Á Promoting the County Brand kilkenny.ie . 
 

Á Promoted various national campaigns through social media campaigns which included:  
 

o Your Council Day  

o Be Winter Ready 

o Heritage Week 

o Culture Night  

o Increase in Parking Penalties 

o Seachtain na Gaeilge 

o Energy Week 

o Local Live Performance Programme Scheme 

o Love this Place 

  

http://kilkenny.ie/
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Social Media Followers at 31/12/2022: 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

0 10000 20000 30000 40000 50000

Visit Kilkenny

Kilkenny County Council

Kilkenny Heritage

Environmental Awareness Kilkenny County Council

Invest Kilkenny

Dunmore Recycling and Waste Disposal Centre

Kilkenny County Libraray Service

Yulefest Kilkenny

Facebook Followers

2022 2021

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

140000

160000

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

Kilkenny County Council Facebook Main Page 
Reach in 2022

2021 2022

 



36 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Website Page Views as at 31/12/2022 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

 

The objective of the Human Resources Department is òto ensure that there is an appropriately 
resourced, skilled and motivated workforce to meet the priorities and objectives of the Organisation 
and to ensure as reasonably practical the safety, health and wellbeing of all our staffó. 
 
The Human Resources Department vision is to provide effective strategic and operational support 
as a business partner to service delivery units of the Authority.   Kilkenny County Cou ncil continue 
to develop and implement the Local Authority People Strategy launched by the LGMA in 2018.  In 
doing so Kilkenny County Council is building capacity and capability of existing staff, planning a 
workforce required for current and future servic e delivery. 
 
The Human Resources Department deals with the following areas: 
 
Á Human Resource Strategy 
Á Workforce Planning  
Á Recruitment and Selection 
Á Payroll and Superannuation  
Á Employee Training and Development  
Á Performance Management 
Á Leadership Development  

Á Equality  
Á Diversity Management  
Á Work -Life Balance ð Including Blended 

Working  
Á Industrial Relations  
Á Data Analytics  
Á Employee Health, Safety and Welfare 

 
The Human Resource Service in 2022 continued to offer online interview format to anyone who 
requested it and provided online delivered training modules where suitable.  Blended working was 
rolled out to staff in December 2022. 
 
Work Force Planning / Staffing Levels  
The number of staff employed at 31st December, 2022 was 606 (Headcount) or 575 (Whole-Time-
Equivalent). The Human Resource Department coordinates the ongoing management of the work 
force plans, managing new entrants, staff transfers and staff departures with line management 
colleagues. 
 
Recruitment  
The Human Resources Department has moved to an e-recruitment process with competitions now 
being administered on line using a system called submit.com.  Competitions are now administered 
with online applications, online selection stages including new enduring hybrid interview service 
where candidates are offered either face to face or video interviews. 
 
There was a total of 44 competitions held during the year which resulted in 580 applications being 
received by the Council.  261 offers were made during 2022 resulting in 166 new appointments 
(indoor & outdoor). 76 of these new appointments were external candidates and 90 internal 
candidates. 
 
Kilkenny County Council participated in a Careers Fair held in the Medieval Mile Museum on 30 th 
December 2022.  This  Careers Fair was used to highlight the jobs on offer by Kilkenny County 
Council with a view to expand the reach of the Authority to talent markets.  
 
Summer Student & Lifeguard Programme  
The Council employed 27 students during the summer months of 2022 to cover the area of Litter 
Cleaning, Gardening and other seasonal work under this programme.   This was a slight increase on 
the previous year.  There were also 19 Lifeguards employed throughout the County during the 
summer period of 2022.  
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Shared Payroll & Superannuation Service  
This service is delivered by My Pay the Local Government Shared Services Provider from its offices 
in Portlaoise Co Laois with support from Kilkenny Human Resources Department.   Kilkenny 
County . 
 
Attendance Management  
The Local Government Sectors Attendance Management Policy was revised in 2013 and revised sick 
pay schemes were introduced for the Sector.  Absenteeism levels continue to be managed in 
accordance with these policies. The Authority has seen improved reduced levels of absences year on 
year.  
 
2022 saw a reduction in the instances of staff who were Covid positive and close contacts rules were 
relaxed. 
 
Training & Development  
Kilkenny County Council is committed to ensuring the professional and personal development of 
all employees. Training and development is aimed at helping employees to become more effective 
in their jobs and developing their potential, while also meeting the goals and objectives of the 
Council.  A comprehensive training programme was delivered in 2022 w hich incorporated 
mandatory training, work related and personal development programmes. This included Health & 
Safety training, Third level Learning Programmes, Climate Change training and various other in -
house training workshops.   A sample of the traini ng programmes provided in 2022 is as follows:- 
 
Á Abrasive Wheels  
Á Banksman 
Á Climate Change Training  
Á Competency Based Interview Training IPA  
Á Confined Spaces 
Á CSCS Signing, Lighting & 

Guarding Training  
Á Customer Care Training 
Á Driver CPC 
Á First Aid Response Refresher  

Á Leadership Training  
Á Library Services Training  
Á Local Government Studies 
Á Location of Underground Services 
Á Manual Handling  
Á Mobile Elevated Work Platform Training  
Á Safe Pass 
Á Safety Representative Training 
Á Supervisory Management Training  

 
Kilkenny County Council endeavours, subject to available resources, to facilitate and support staff 
personal development wishing to pursue Third Level Courses that are relevant to and contribute to 
their role and the business needs of the Council.  We are dedicated to providing a library of 
courses/information which is easily accessible to staff online and to a new hybrid delivery of courses 
online and in house.  700 attended 105 various training courses in 2022.  
 
Equality &  Supporting Diversity  
Kilkenny County Council is  an equal opportunity employer and is committed to a broad range of 
policies, practices and procedures which aim to recognise individual contribution and performance, 
develop each individualõs capability and give everyone an equal opportunity to use his/her talent 
and realise his/her potential.  
 
Kilkenny County Council promotes and supports the employment of people with disabilities and 
we exceed the public sector target as set out in the Disability Act  i.e.3%. 
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INTERNAL AUDIT 
 

 
The Internal Audit Unit function is to provide a critical and independent opinion on the adequacy 
and effectiveness of the control framework across the Local Authority. As part of the overall 
governance and control environment in Kilkenny County Council, i t provides Audit assurance that 
all significant operating risks are identified, managed and controlled effectively. The Internal Audit 
Unit is independent in the performance of its duties and in its reporting arrangements. It is a function 
of the Corporate Services Directorate.  
 
The Audit Committee is made up of three external members and two Elected Members. The current 
Audit Committee was established by resolution of the Council upon nomination by the Corporate 
Policy Group and following consultation wit h the Chief Executive. The term of the committee is 
concurrent with that of the current Council which commenced on 1st June 2019 and will terminate 
on 31st May 2024. Its role is: 
 

To review the Council's financial reporting practices and procedures 

To foster the development of best practice in the Local Authority internal audit function 

To review the Council's financial reports and to report on its findings 

To assess and promote efficiency and value for money 

To review systems that are operated by the Local Authority for the management of risks. 

 

There were four Audit Committee meetings held in 2022. The March meeting was held remotely 
due to COVID -19 restrictions. The other three meetings were held in person in Kilkenny County 
Council with the option of  remote access for the Committee.  During the year the Committee met 
with the Local Government Auditor and various Directors of Services and Head of Finance to 
discuss a broad range of issues.  
 
Areas of priority included:  
 

Á Annual Budget 2023 
Á Annual Finan cial Statement 2021 
Á Financial Implications of Covid -19 
Á Housing  
Á Internal Audit Reports  
Á Key Capital Projects 
Á Local Government Audit Service Statutory Report 2021 
Á Management of Displaced Ukrainian Persons Situation 
Á NOAC Reports  
Á Planning, Tourism and Economic  Development 
 

Each year a new plan of work for Internal Audit is designed and prepared based on risk evaluation 
and on consultation with Management of the Council and the Audit Committee. The list of Internal 
Audit Assignments carried out in 2022 included the following:  
 

Á Arts Programme 
Á Freedom of Information Requests 
Á Housing Loans 
Á Motor Tax EOY Stock take 
Á Payroll Procedures 
Á Procurement 
Á Public Spending Code ð In Depth Review of Capital and Revenue Projects. 
Á Random Cashier Check Motor Tax, Traffic/Receipts  
Á SICAP 2019-2020 
Á Vacant Site Register & Vacant Site Levies.  
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ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 
 

 
The Elected Members adopted the 2022 Roadworkõs Scheme for County Kilkenny in March 2022. 
The total value of Maintenance and Improvement Schemes amounted to û25m. 
 
Kilkenny County Council successfully secured û566,800 (B12 Maintenance, HD28 Skid Resistance 
Capital Maintenance Works) in additional funding from Transport Infrastructure Ireland [TII] during 
the course of the year which allowed for additional design, imp rovement and maintenance works 
on the National Road Network.  
 
Kilkenny County Council was successful in 2022 in securing funding of û628,610 under the Local 
Improvement Scheme (LIS) scheme for works on non-public roads. 
 
Roads Capital Projects & Improvemen ts 
The past decade has seen continued significant capital expenditure invested in road schemes in 
County Kilkenny.  
 
MAJOR PROJECTS 
 
N25 Glenmore to Waterford Major Scheme.  
There was no funding allocation for this scheme in 2022 to progress past route option selection and 
the scheme was formally suspended in Q3 2022. 
 
N24 Waterford to Cahir Major Scheme.  
An allocation of û2 m was provided to advance Phase 2 (Option Selection) during 2022. 
 
MINOR WORKS PROGRAMME  
Under the Minor Works Programme, financed by TI I, Kilkenny County Council has made significant 
progress with respect to the following:  
 
(a) N24 Carrick Road Minor Improvement Scheme  

An allocation of û150,000 was provided in 2022 to advance the design stage of this Scheme 
and the preparation of document ation for the statutory approvals stage. The application for 
177AE Planning Approval and Compulsory Purchase Order Confirmation was made to An 
Bord Pleanála during Q4 2022. A decision is expected during Q3 2023. 

 
(b) N24 Tower Road Junction Improvement Sch eme 

An allocation of û2m was provided in 2022 to advance this scheme.  The tender for 
construction was issued via etenders during Q3 2022 and awarded to the successful 
contractor Wills Bros, Mayo in Q4 2022. Construction is set to commence on the 16th January 
2023. 

 
(c) N77 Ballyragget to Ballynaslee Improvement Scheme  

An allocation of û500,000 was provided in 2022 to further advance the scheme.  An Bord 
Pleanála approved a 177 AE Planning and Compulsory Purchase Order in 2021. Enabling 
works were completed during Q2 2022 which will facilitate the future construction phase. 
Notice to treat was served on all affected landowners in Q3 2022 and land acquisition 
procedures are on-going. Advanced archaeological investigations commenced during Q4 
2022 and will continue into Q1/2 2023.  
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OTHER MINOR CAPITAL PROJECTS  
 
N78 Castlecomer Pedestrian Bridge  
Through a Section 85 Agreement with Kilkenny 
County Council, Kildare County Council (Bridge 
Management Office) have project managed the 
construction of the footbridge on Kilkenny County 
Councilõs behalf. The bridge was 100% grant funded 
by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII.) RPS 
Consulting Engineers Ltd were the appointed 
consultants on the project who have taken the project 
from inception through to construction. RPS 
engaged Powell Williams Architects (UK) for 
specialist bridge architect advice early on in the 
project on which various options for the design were 
considered. Kenny Civils & Plant Ltd (Galway) were 
the appointed contractors on the project. Works 
commenced in June 2021 and concluded with the 
official opening in early 2022. The overall cost of the 
project was in excess of û1.7m. 
 
National Pavement Improvement Programme  
Under the Pavement Improvement an d Minor Works Programme, financed by TII, Kilkenny  County 
Council has made significant progress with respect to the following:  

 
(a) N78 Webbsborough  

This project was completed by Kilkenny Block Company Ltd for a contract value of û640,000 
(ex VAT) during 2022 and consisted of approximately 1.9 km pavement improvement 
overlay and other associated works. 
 

 
N78 Webbsborough  ð Finished Pavement 

 
(b) N10 Danesfort  

This project was tendered and awarded to Lagan Asphalt Ltd during 2022 with construction 
commencing during November 2022. It consists of approximately 1.3 km of pavement 
improvement overlay, safety and other associated works. The project is planned to be 
completed during Q1 2023 for a contract value of û825,000 ex VAT. 
 

(c) N77 Suttonsrath Pavement Scheme 
This project was tendered and awarded to Priority Construction Ltd during 2022. It consists 
of approximately 1.6 km of pavement improvement overlay and other associated works. The 
project is expected to commence construction during  Q2 2023 for a contract value of û818,330 
ex VAT. 

 

 

View of the new Pedestrian Bridge at Night 
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National Road B12 Maintenance Works  
Kilkenny County Council received û170,800 in 2022 to address a number of specific issues identified 
by the Municipal District Engineers on the national road network.  
 

National Road HD28  Skid Resistance Maintenance Works  
A contract was tendered and awarded to Tracblast for a contract value of û41,614 to complete 
mechanical abrasion works on the N10, N24 & N76 national road. These works were completed 
during Q2 2022. 
 

Kilkenny County Council under Skid Resistance Maintenance Works completed major surface 
replacement works to address surface pavement issues on the N10/N76 Kilkenny Ring Road 
Roundabouts. 
 

This project was completed during 2022 and consisted of pavement improvement works to 8 
roundabouts & lead -in/exits from them on the Kilkenny Ring Road and other associated works. The 
project was completed by Lagan Asphalt Ltd for a contract value of û1,600,000 (ex VAT.) 
 

 
Typical Night Works underway by Contractor on N10 Dublin Rd Roundabout 

 
National Road Capital Maintenance Works.  
Works involving pavement reconstruction works to the value of approximately û250,000 (Ex Vat) 
were completed by Priority Construction Ltd on the N76 Callan Road in the vicinity of Archersleas . 
 

 
N76 Callan Road, Kilkenny. (Reconstruction Works in progress) 
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Fencing Retrofit on the National Road Network.  
Kilkenny County Council tendered and issued 2 separate contracts to a combined value of û67,000 
(Ex VAT) during 2022. These works are on-going and expected to conclude in Q1 2023. This scheme 
provides for the replacement of old concrete post and rail fencing with passively safe fencing. The 
funding provided for the completion of works on the N10, N77 & N78.  

 
Typical Fencing Retrofit completed works on the N10 Dundaryark 

 

Vehicle Restraint System Upgrade  
A contract was awarded during 2021 to Lagan Operations & Maintenance for the replacement of 
substandard and damaged sections of Vehicle Restraint Systems (VRS) on the national road 
network. This work commenced in late Q3 2021 and was completed during Q1 2022. The contract 
value was in excess of û600,000. The next set of VRS upgrades is undergoing evaluation at present 
to determine where works are deemed necessary. 
 

 
New Section of VRS on the R723 (Former N25) 

 
NON - NATIONAL ROAD NETWORK  
 
Restoration Improvement and Restoration Maintenance Programme 2022  
The main road improvements on the Non -National road network are funded from the Road . 
 
Restoration Improvement and Maintenance Grant  Scheme. The Council received a grant allocation 
of û11.5m in 2022. Works under this funding Scheme are prioritised on a basis of providing for 
enhancements to the road condition rating, skid resistance and impermeability. Significant progress 
has been made on the Non-National road network over the years since the Restoration Grant was 
introduced and the condition rating of the roads in County Kilkenny compares favourably with that 
of other Counties. 
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Non - National Low Cost Safety Programme  
The Non- Nation al Low Cost Safety Programme is targeted at locations along the non-national road 
network which have been identified as collision prone zones. The works carried out under this 
programme include improved junction delineation and visibility splays, traffic c alming, enhanced 
roadside delineation and pedestrian crossing facilitates within urban areas. 19 schemes were 
completed under this programme at a cost of û397,400 in 2022. 
 

Public Lighting  
Kilkenny County Council maintains approximately 11,000 public light s throughout the County.  
 

In 2022, Enerveo was awarded the contract for the maintenance of the public lighting stock with 
Kilkenny County Council. This was a joint tender by Kilkenny and Carlow Local County 
Councils.  The introduction of this new maintenan ce contract will generate further savings for both 
Local Authorities.  
 

Kilkenny LED Replacement Programme Non -National Roads  
The replacement of the existing lanterns with new LED lanterns will be carried out as part of the 
overall Public Lighting Energy E nhancement Project (PLEEP). The Works contract for the PLEEP 
project was awarded on the 17th August 2022 to Killaree Lighting Services - ASD Joint Venture and 
Arup Consulting Engineers respectively.  The works will commence in County Kilkenny in Q1 of 
2023 with completion of the works in Q4 of 2023. Approx. 5,200 (50%) lights in Kilkenny require 
upgrading.  
 

 

Flood Relief Capital Projects  
Kilkenny County Council saw a û29.6million investment in Flood Risk Management measures 
proposed across 6 schemes in the County, funded by the Governments Ten Year Programme of 
investment (2018-2028) and administrated by the OPW. 
 

In 2022, two major Flood Relief Capital Projects advanced through the Design Stage of the schemes 
for both the communities of Graiguenamanagh and Ballyhale.  Ballyhale  moved into Stage 2 
Planning Phase in 2022.  Graiguenamanagh is due to advance to Stage 2  Planning Phase in 2023. An 
Bord Pleanála approved an application for Site Investigations Works in Graiguenamanagh in 2022. 
These works will commence in 2023 and will inform the design of the preferred option.  
 

These flood relief schemes will provi de a standard of protection when complete to approximately 
92 properties and will have a significant social and economic benefit to the effected communities of 
both Graiguenamanagh and Ballyhale. 
 

Minor Works Programme  
Kilkenny County Council sought fundin g from the OPW under the Minor Works Programme for 2 
Minor Works projects in Kilkenny in 2022. Callan received û18,000 for a flood study and assessment 
of the current pumping arrangements & Ardaloo received û54,000 for an extensive flood study. Both 
projects commenced in 2022 and are due for completion in 2nd quarter of 2023.  
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WATER SERVICES 
 

 

Operation & Maintenance  
Under Service Level Agreement with Irish Water (IW) (will be known as Uisce Éireann from 1st January, 
2023), Kilkenny County Council manages:  
 

Á 19 public drinking water supplies  
Á 35 public waste water treatment schemes  
Á 9.59 billion litres of water (average 26.28 million litres/day) provided to approximately 67,500 customers.  
 

 
Water Quality Monitoring Station 

 

Kilkenny Main Drainage - Satellite Dewatering Centre  
Under the National Wastewater Sludge Management Plan a set of requirements for the design and 
installation of sludge treatment facilities were developed by IW to standardise the approach across 
the country. Kilkennyõs main wastewater treatment plant located at Purcellsinch was identified as a 
suitable location for sludge treatment facilities for Kilkenny.  
 

Following the granting of planning permission, the works were tendered with the successful 
tenderer appointed in 2022.  Construction work commenced in early September at the Purcellsinch 
site on the Sion Road in Kilkenny City and consists of the following main items:  
 

Á Sludge acceptance works including screening 
Á Sludge Import Reception Tank 
Á Sludge Blending Tank 
Á Sludge Liquor Return Sump  
Á Sludge Liquor Return Balancing Tank 
Á Odour unit  
Á Refurbish Picket Fence Thickener 
Á New Sludge Dewatering Press 

 

 
Sludge Import & Liquor Tank Installation Works ð Kilkenny City & Environs Wastewater Treatment Plant 
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K ilkenny City Regional Water Supply Scheme  
Works are ongoing to upgrade to the Kilkenny City Regional Water Supply Scheme (RWSS) consists 
of upgrading the existing Troyswood Water Treatment Plant to increase the daily production 
capacity from 8MLD (mega litres per day) to 19MLD, all ancillary works to facilitate the 
decommissioning of the existing water treatment plant in Radestown and to address shortcomings 
in water quality in the existing plant.  
 

Construction on the upgrade of the Kilkenny City RWSS co ntinued throughout the year with 
approximately 45% of the overall construction works completed during 2022.  
 

Elements of work completed during 2022 include:  
 

Á Construction of new building comprising of chemical storage and dosing, high lift pump station, 
Control room, ESB substation. 

Á Construction of new clarification & filter tanks.  
Á Construction of new wash water treatment facilities including sludge tanks and settlement tanks.  
Á Construction of the River Nore water abstraction point. New intake works comprisi ng of 

sediment settlement sump, fine screen chamber, pump sump, control building completed.  
Á Completion of the 2.8km rising main to supply treated water from the upgraded Troyswood 

WTP to the existing reservoirs at the Radestown WTP. 
 

 

New Inlet Works ð Kilkenny City RWSS Troyswood 
 

 
New Chemical Building & Tanks ð Kilkenny City RWSS Troyswood 
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Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme  
The Bennettsbridge Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) upgrade project, part of the Small Towns 
& Villages Growth Programme (STVGP) was handed over to the IWõs Delivery Team during 2022 
and is currently in the concept design phase.  A contractor was appointed by IW under the Early 
Contractor Involvement (ECI) type of contract.  
 

Subject to statutory approvals, including successful planning and land acquisition, the current 
programme for construction completion is 2028. 
 

Leakage Reduction Programme  
A budget of approximately û4.2 million was allocated by Irish Water to assist in achieving the 
leakage target in Kilkenny for 2022 in addition to improving the overall below ground assets. In 
relation to mains replacement, approximately 6.5km was constructed in 2022 with a further 5.8k m 
at design stage. 
 

Mains Rehabilitation Works  
Works undertaken in 2022 include: 
Á Knocktopher Village  - installation completed on 1,250m of ageing 100mm Asbestos Watermain 

with replacement watermain on the R713 between Knocktopher and Ballyhale. 
 

 
Construction of new  water-main at Knocktopher Village 

Á Slieverue Village ð installation completion of 1200m of 125mm  water main.  
 

 
Drilling of new watermain at Slieverue Village 

 

Á Carrickmourne, Thomastown  - installation of 3250m of 125mm water main. Completed Q4 2022. 
Á Rathduff Reservoir  ð Norelands WTP ð replacement of 2.8km of asbestos rising main and 4.2 km 

of asbestos distribution main with new HDPE. Commenced Q4 2022. 
Á Dublin R oad, Thomastown  ð installation of 1220m of 180 HDPE to replace ageing asbestos water 

main. Project commenced Q4 2022. 
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Backyard Services 
The Michael Street, Kilkenny  mains rehab 
(250m) and backyard services (24) project was 
completed in Q2 2022. On completion of the 
project, the benefits were a reduction in 
leakage and improved pressure for the 
residents of Michael Street. 

 
St Fiacreõs Place, Kilkenny ð Construction 
commenced in Q4 2022 for mains rehab (697m) 
and backyard services (99 homes). 
 
Pressure Management 
The generation of more stable pressures within network allowed for increased pressure 
management applications and have a direct effect on levels of leakage. These hydraulically actuated 
Pressure Reducing Valves replaced throttled valves which reduced pressures in the network in 
proportion to the flow through the valves, resulting in a reduction in burst frequencies recorded.  
 

 
PRV installation at Kiltown Cross, Inistioge 

Find & Fix  
The Find and Fix process continued through 2022 reducing leakage within the Bennettsbridge, 
Castlecomer, Thomastown, Inistioge, South Kilkenny, Piltown and Kilkenny City water supply 
zones.  
 
First Fix  
Cold calling resumed in 2022 after Covid-19 restrictions lifted. New regional contractor commenced 
Find & Fix works in Q1 2022 on Customer-Side-Leaks in Kilkenny where waivers were received by 
property owners. These works helps to improve supplies for all customers on the scheme and reduce 
wastage of water.  
 
Disinfection and Source Protection Programme  
Upgrade of works at Water Treatment Plants and reservoirs has delivered a standardisation of 
disinfection across the County. The programme has improved drinking water quality by improving 
the disinfection system and standards, while ensuring compliance with all regulations. Source 
protection projects commenced at the following sites in Q4 2022: 
 

Á Jamestown   
Á Gorteen   
Á Callan   

 
Transfer of services to new HDPE public-side mains at 

Michael Street, Kilkenny City 
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Access to Heights and Edge Protection AHEP Scheme  
This scheme was undertaken in partnership with IW.  Contractors were appointed to carry out 
works to address the risk associated with falling from heights and ensure the safety of personnel at 
designated Waste-Water and Water Sites in Kilkenny. Works on ladders, platformõs, covers, 
handrail, fencing, security etc. Risk assessments have been submitted for 19 sites with works 
commencing in Q1 2023.  
 

 

New Access Platform with Handrail support at Galmoy WWTP 

Welfare Programme  
In conjunction with IW, Welfare F acilities to be provided at the following Water Treatment Plants 
in Kilkenny:  
 

Á Loon   
Á Ballyragget   
Á Gowran   
Á Bennettsbridge   
Á Callan   

 

 
New Welfare facility installed at Loon Water Treatment Plant 
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RURAL WATER PROGRAMME  
The EPA is the Supervising Authority for public water supplies. Kilkenny County Council is the 
Supervising Authority for private water supplies in County Kilkenny, which fall under the Drinking 
Water Regulations. There are 133 small Private Supplies (SPS), which typically include schools, food 
premises and rural housing estates. 
 
The Council manages and allocates Government Grants approved under the Rural Water 
Programme for group water and waste water schemes, in addition to private wells grants.  
 
Á 195 Group Water Schemes in County Kilkenny.  
Á 125 are served from own sources. 
Á 70 are served from public mains. 
Á 55 Group Schemes were paid û420,000 Group Subsidies towards the operational running costs 

of Water Schemes. 
Á 189 grant applications were approved for the provision of wells to private houses. 
Á û393,152 was paid out in well grants. 
 
In relation to the Capital Programme for Rural Water all planned work for 2019 -2021 were completed 
including measures to assist due to drought conditions.  
 
Capital Grants amounting to û101,282 were paid out in 2022.  Invites for the next 5 year programme 
are expected to be received from the Department by the end of Q1 2023. 
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Director of Services: Ms. Mary J. Mulholland 
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HOUSING 
 

 

HOUSING  
Kilkenny County Council provides social housing supports to persons who are unable to meet their 
housing needs from their own resources. The Housing Department aims to meet the delivery targets 
set out in the Governmentõs ôHousing for Allõ program. The Housing Department aids households 
through the Local Authority Home Loan Scheme and provides grants to private households.  A 
high -quality maintenance service is provided as well as energy upgrades to its housing stock though 
the Energy Retrofit Programme. 
 
Housing Capital Programme  
Kilkenny County Council is ambitious and innovative in the delivery of housing units and will 
utilise all available measures within the Housing For All Programme to meet and exceed the targets 
set for the County to 2026. While Kilkenny County Council have a strong delivery pipeline the target  
of 170 for delivery in 2022 w as not met.  Delivery for the year 2022, of substantially complete new 
build housing units  is 144.  In addition to th is delivery , 14 acquisitions and 3 units under the 
Traveller Accommodation Plan w as also delivered giving an overall social housing delivery for the 
current year of 161. 
 
Main Projects as follows: 
 

Á Limegrove, Ferrybank : 
10 units completed in January 2022 ð KCC Turnkey Project. 
 

Á Pennefeather Court, Hebron R oad, Kilkenny : 
8 units completed May 2022 ð KCC Turnkey Project 
 

Á Pennefeather Green, Hebron R oad, Kilkenny : 
58 units completed June 2022 ð KCC Turnkey Project 
 

Á Orchard Close, New Orchard, Kilkenny : 
23 units completed April 2022 ð AHB Turnkey ð Cluid Housing  
 

Á Brother Thomas Place, Church Lane , Kilkenny : 
12 units completed August 2022 ð AHB CAS Direct Build ð Good Shepherd Services Ltd.  
 

Á Grennan Villas, Thomastown : 
5 Units completed. CAS Construction ð Camphill Communities of Ireland. 
 

Á Tinnypark, Callan R oad: 
Kilkenny. 6 Units completed. CAS Turnkey ð SOS Kilkenny. 

 
Projects on Site include: 
 

Á 25 Units  at Legan Grange and Court, Thomastown (KCC Direct Build)  

Á 6 units at Golf Links Rd., Kilkenny (KCC Direct Build)  

Á 6 Units at Mooncoin (New Rd. & Chapel St reet) (KCC Turnkey)  

Á 9 Units at Old Creamery, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny.(KCC Turnkey)  

Á 88 Units at Crokers Hill, Kennyswell R oad, Kilkenny (KCC Turnkey)  

Á 12 units at The Crescent, Belmont, Ferrybank  

Á 5 units at Village Gardens, Waterford Road, Kilkenny.  
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Homeless Services 
The Housing Office continues to see an increase in the number of homeless presentations with 478 
new homeless presentations in 2022 compared to 370 for the year 2021 and 252 for the year 2020. 
 
The cases presenting are increasing in complexity and the options to provide emergency 
accommodation are diminishing making the provision of effective homeless services extremely 
challenging. 
 
We continue to focus on the prevention of homelessness and offer emergency accommodation as a 
last resort only. 
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HOMELESS SERVICES SUMMARY  2021 2022 

Homeless Presentations 370 478 

Homeless Assessment Outcomes   

Prevention & Interventions  193 246 

Emergency Service 84 77 

Not eligible / Did not avail of service 96 155 

HAP Place Finder Service    

Homeless HAP tenancies @ 1st January  70 100 

Homeless HAP tenancies created during year 30 15 

Homeless HAP tenancies in place @ 31st December  100 115 

Number of Homeless HAP tenancy breakdowns  1 2 

 
Housing List  
The gross Housing Demand at 31st December, 2022 was 1,588 and a comparative analysis with 
previous years is outlined below:  
 

Year Number on Housing List   Year Number on Housing List  

December 2022 1,588  December 2016 2,059 

December 2021 1,619  December 2015 2,744 

December 2020 1,899  December 2014 2,456 

December 2019 1,988  December 2013 2,144 

December 2018 2,070  December 2012 3,688 

December 2017 2,180  December 2011 3,118 

 
Housing Allocations  
306 tenancies were offers to approved Social Housing Applicants in 2022. 
 

 Kilkenny County 
Council  

% Approved Housing 
Body 

% 

Allocations Offered  190  116  

Offers Accepted 156 82% 95 82% 

Offers Refused 34 18% 21 18% 

Decisions Pending 0 0 0 0 

 
Tenancy Management  
The Tenancy Management Section deals with allocations, maintenance and anti-social behaviour 
complaints in relation to our tenants. In 2022, over 6,300 maintenance calls were received in relation 
to our 2,668 housing units.  
 

Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme  
The Energy Retrofitting Programme continued in 2022. 28 of our houses were upgraded to a B2 
energy rating at a cost of û718k. Eligible works included wall and attic insulation, windows & doors 
replacement and heat pump installation.  
 
Housing Loans & Tenant Purchase Scheme 
The Local Authority Home Loan Scheme (LAHL) replaced the Rebuilding Ireland Home Scheme 
from 4th January, 2022. 
 

60................................ Loan Applications Received 
15................................ Loans Approved [Value û1.775m] 
14................................ Loans Paid  [Value û1.912m] 
û136K......................... Average Loan Paid 
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Housing Private Grants  
Kilkenny County Council administers a number of grant options to assist older people and people 
with a disability in ca rrying out works which are necessary for the purposes of rendering a house 
more suitable for their accommodation needs. The annual budget is û1,977,000.   An increase in 
works under the various grant schemes has resulted in an increase in expenditure in the current year 
with a projected spend in the region of û2,057,389 for the year 2022.  An application for additional 
funding was made to the Department of Housing during November 2022 with approval received to 
increase the 2022 budget allocation for Housing Grants by û64,000 to meet increased demand. 
 

Grants Approved & Committed in 2022    

Scheme No. Amount  

HGD - Housing Adaptation Grant  163 û1,646,042 

MAG - Mobility Aid Grant  23 û87,359 

HOP - Housing Aid for Older Persons  183 û992,880 

Total  369 û2,726,281 

 
Private Rented Accommodation  
Kilkenny County Council is dedicated to improving the living standards of tenants in private rented 
housing. This is done through the inspection of private rented properties to determine whether a 
property meets the standards for rental accommodation and where the property does not, for 
ensuring compliance through the use of improvement and prohibition notices and legal 
proceedings. Landlords and tenants are required to allow the Housing Authority access to the 
prop erty to undertake inspections . 
 

PRIVATE RENTED INSPECTIONS  2021 2022 

Total Number of Inspections carried out in year  437 436 

Total number of First Inspections 162 365 

Total number of Second Inspections 275 71 

Number of final inspections achieving compliance 219 93 

Number of Improvement Notices issued  6 1 

Number of Prohibition Notices issued  1 0 

 

 
 

  


