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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 20th January, 2003 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.T. Mullen.

Also Present:
Cllrs. T. Maher, P. Millea, T. Brennan, J. Brennan, M. Doran, M. H. Cavanagh, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Carroll, J. Brett, A. Cotterell, A. Blackmore, R. Aylward, J. McGuinness, J. Murphy, P. Dunphy, M. Lanigan,  W. Ireland, C. Connery, D. Dowling, D. Doyle, P. Hogan, C. Long. 

Apologies:

Cllrs. J. Cody, J. P. Phelan. 

In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, T. Gunning, Director of Service, P. O’Neill, Director of Service, J. McCormack, Director of Service, T. Walsh, Director of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance; D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, M. Delahunty, S.E.O., J. Gibbons, Admin. Officer. 

M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator stated that the Minute of the Statutory Budget 2003 meeting held on Friday 20th December, 2002 at 2.10 p.m. was not sent out with Agenda.  Copy of the minute was circulated at the meeting. 

It was also stated that the omission of Cllr. C. Connery having attended the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on Monday 16th December, 2002 was an error.  This correction to the minute was recorded. 

Votes of Sympathy:
The sympathy of the Council was extended to the following:-

· Joe Kealy, Castlehill, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Margaret Kealy. 

· Mary O’Sullivan, Radestown, Dunmore, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her father John Brett. 

· Mr. & Mrs. Michael Medlar, Paulstown, Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. M. Medlar. 

· Dick Quinn, Mullinabro, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Ann Quinn. 

· Rev. Canon Andrew O’Dwyer, Owning, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Martin O’Dwyer. 

· Tommy Walsh, Clogga, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Alice Walsh. 

· Nora Walsh, Main Street, Ballyhale, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mrs. Walsh. 

· Joan O’Brien, Kilree, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mrs. O’Brien. 

· Michael O’Brien, Friarshill, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. O’Brien.

· Andy Aylward, 34, Castle Avenue, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Nellie Aylward. 

· James Dalton, Boolyglass, Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Ellen Dalton. 

· William Doheny, Donoughmore, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father John Doheny. 

· John & Sheila Harte, Galmoy Village, Crosspatrick, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their daughter Mary Doheny. 

· The Cummins Family, Piltown Engineering, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Tom Cummins. 

· Fanny O’Shea, Banagher, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Seamus O’Shea. 

· Chris Cahill & Family, Lismaine, Jenkinstown on the death of Edward (Ned) Cahill. 

· Mr. Billy Kenny, 7, Elm Green, Kilkenny  on the death of his father Michael Kenny former staff member of Kilkenny County Council. 

· Ned Fitzpatrick, Knockmoylan, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Bridget Fitzpatrick. 

· Dick Ryan, Ballycurran, New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his daughter Bridget Fitzpatrick (nee Ryan) 

· Mrs. Kitty Green, Shanbough, New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her daughter Mrs. May Treacy. 

· Mr. Ben Walsh, Dangan, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Noreen Walsh. 

· Ms. Veronica McCarron, Jerpoint West, Thomastown on the death of her son Anthony McCarron. 

· Jerry & Margaret Murtagh, Railyard, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their aunt Elizabeth Murtagh. 

· Ann Marie Brennan, Gazebo Cross, Moneenroe, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Tom Brennan. 

· Jerry Comerford, Massford, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Catherine Comerford. 

· John Brennan (Larry) Upper Chatsworth, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Nora Brennan. 

· Mr. & Mrs. Edward O’Neill, Tourtane, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their son Tommy O’Neill. 

· Larry & Michael Lyng, Upper Crutt, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their mother Mrs. Josephine Lyng. 

Vote of Congratulations:
Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That a vote of congratulations be extended to Cllr. T. Brennan who has completed 30 years service on the Water Safety Committee”. 

Item 1 – 
Confirmation of Minutes. 

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16th December, 2002.  

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16th December,  2002, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education Meeting held on 7th November, 2002.  

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education Meeting held on 7th November, 2002, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted.

(c) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning & Development Meeting held on 14th November, 2002 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning & Development Meeting held on 14th November, 2002 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d) Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on 29th November, 2002. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 29th November, 2002, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(e) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral  Area Committee Meeting  held on 2nd December, 2002. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, seconded by Cllr. M. Carroll and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 2nd December, 2002, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(f) Minutes of Callan Electoral  Area Committee Meeting  held on 10th  December, 2002. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 10th December, 2002, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Cllr. J. Brett stated that the minutes should be amended under Item 1 as follows:

Mr. John O’Neill introduced the members of the deputation from the Tullaroan Burial Ground Restoration Committee and not Jim O’Neill.   The correction to the minutes was noted. 

(g) Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held at 12.45 p.m. on 16th December, 2002. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. J. Murphy and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held at 12.45 p.m. on 16th December, 2002, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting 2003 of Kilkenny County Council held on Friday 20th December, 2002 at 2.10 p.m.  

Proposed by Cllr. J. Maher, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Statutory Budget 2003 Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Friday 20th December, 2002 at 2.10 p.m. copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(h) Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held at 3.50 p.m. on Friday 20th  December, 2002.

Proposed by Cllr. A. Blackmore, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Statutory Budget 2003 Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Friday 20th December, 2002 at 3.50 p.m. copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(i) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5  - Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education Meeting held on 9th January, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education Meeting held on 9th January, 2003 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted.

Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the 


Council:

(a) Housing and Property Disposal:

This item was deferred until the February Meeting of the Council. 

(b) Planning:

(i) Kilkenny City and Environs – Western Environs – Local Area Plan – Briefing Update. 

Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner stated that as part of the 2002 Kilkenny City & Environs Development Plan, a commitment was given to prepare a Local Area Plan for the Poulgour/Wetlands Area in the form of an Urban Design Layout and Architectural Framework Plan.  The Plan will take into account the infrastructural requirements for the area.  

Documents will be prepared in draft form to go on public display for a minimum period of six weeks.  Not later than twelve weeks of giving notice of the draft plan, the Manager will prepare a report on any submissions and will submit the report to the members for their consideration.

Contributions from Cllrs. J. McGuinness, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy. T. Mullen. 
(ii) Wind Energy Strategy – Briefing update. 

Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner stated that there was a specific objective in the Development Plan to evaluate and assess wind energy resources in the county and to contribute to National targets on renewable energy. 

The objectives of the strategy would be to encourage wind energy development in the county while 

· minimising by containment effects of local land uses and amenities

· containing visual impact. 

· providing best utilisation of the grid. 

· allowing co-ordination with E. S. B. 

Contributions from Cllrs. B. Aylward, P. Millea, J. Brett, P. Hogan, J. Murphy, A. Cotterell, A. Blackmore, M. Doran, P. Cuddihy, C. Connery, D. Dowling. 

The Members welcomed the report, but expressed concern that the policy proposed was too restrictive and more areas in the county should be identified for wind farm developments. 

Mr. M. Malone, County Manager noted the concern of the Members.  It was agreed to go back to the Council’s advisors on the matter and to discuss same at the next Strategic Policy Committee meeting.  The Policy would be brought back to the Members before putting the strategy on public display.

(c) Community & Enterprise:

Nomination of Member to Kilkenny Tourism. 

Following a brief discussion it was agreed that a request would be made to Kilkenny Tourism to accept two nominees from Kilkenny County Council.  The item was deferred to the next meeting. 

(d) Matters deferred from December Meeting:

(i) Corporate. 

Requirements of Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act, 1999.

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service reminded the Members of their obligation to return the declarations by the 31st January, 2003. 
Contributions by Cllrs. D. Dowling, M. H. Cavanagh, J. Coonan, T. Mullen. 

(ii) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council:

(a) Report from Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 9th October, 2002.

Cllr. T. Brennan outlined the matters discussed.at the meeting:- 

1. Proposed construction of new Dog Shelter outside Paulstown on the Kilkenny side. 

2. Litter problem on roads in the Thomastown/Inistioge areas.

3. Condition of cul-de-sacs.

Contributions from Cllrs. D. Doyle, P. Cuddihy, J. Murphy, P. Dunphy, A. Cottrell, M. H. Cavanagh. 
Following representations by Cllr. D. Doyle, Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Services agreed to meet with members of the Canoe Club re development at The Quay, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny. 

It was proposed by Cllr. A. Cotterell, seconded by Cllr. J. Murphy and resolved:-

“That Ferrymountgarrett Bridge be added to the list of bridges for financing under EU Co-financed Schemes in 2003”. 

Queries raised by Members were responded to by Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service. 

Report from Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on Friday 8th November, 2002.

Cllr. D. Dowling gave an outline of matters discussed as follows:-

· Improvement works at Granny Junction

· Grants for improvement works – thatched houses

· Flooding in Piltown

· Proposed closure of Railway Line from Limerick Junction to Rosslare. 

· Proposed meeting with New Ross Town Council. 

It was proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved:-

“That grants for improvement works to thatched houses be increased significantly”. 

Proposed by Cllr. A. Blackmore, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-

“That the Minister for the Environment & Local Government, Martin Cullen be invited to open the Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass”. 

Contributions by Cllr. C. Long, P. Dunphy, A. Blackmore, 

B. Aylward, J. Brett, P. Cuddihy, D. Doyle, T. Maher, M. Doran. 

Mr. M. Malone, County Manager, Mr. T. Gunning and Mr. P. O’Neill Directors of Service responded to the queries raised. 

(b) Report from Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting 

held on Tuesday 3rd December, 2002.



Cllr. A. Cotterell gave a summary of the items discussed as follows:-

· Renewable Energy 

· Waste grants allocations 

· Waste bye-laws

· Fire Services programme

· Sludge Management report

· Woodstock Gardens

· Christmas recycling campaign. 

Contributions by Cllrs. M. Carroll, T. Maher. 

Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Service and Mr. M. Malone, County Manager responded to queries raised. 

(e) Ethical Framework for Local Government Service – Local Government Act, 2001. 

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service informed the Members of their obligations to comply with the terms of the Act.  Annual Declarations of Interest have to be completed and returned to the Council.  The closing date for receipt of declarations for 2003 is 28th February, 2003. 

Mr. J. McCormack informed the meeting that he had been appointed Ethics Registrar for a two-year period. 

Contribution by Cllr. J. Brett. 

Item 3
Urgent Correspondence


None

Item 4
Consideration of Reports & Recommendations of Committees of the Council
(a) Report from Strategic Policy Committee No 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education Meeting held on 7th November, 2002. 


(f)
Report from Strategic Policy Committee No 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education Meeting held on 9th January, 2003. 

Cllr. D. Dowling and Cllr. M. Carroll summarised the items discussed at the meetings as follows:-

· Arts Plan

· Tourism

· Library Service

· Appointment of a new Heritage Officer 

Contributions by Cllrs. A. Cotterell, J. Coonan, T. Mullen, T. Maher. 

Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Service replied to queries raised. 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved:-

“That Standing Orders be extended to allow for the completion of the remaining items in item 4”. 

(b) Report from Strategic Policy Committee No 1 – Economic Planning & Development Policy Meeting held on 14th November, 2002. 

Cllr. M. Lanigan outlined the details discussed:-

· Taking in charge of Housing Schemes

· Development Contributions Scheme

· National Spatial Strategy

· Landscape Appraisal 

· Wind Farm Strategy 

· Recreational Needs Study. 

Contributions from Cllrs. J. Murphy and J. Coonan. 
Cllr. J. Coonan referred to Notice of Motion 17 (02) on Agenda regarding unfinished housing estates. 

(c) Report from Thomastown Area Committee Meeting held on 29th  November, 2002. 

Cllr. T. Brennan gave a summary of the items discussed as follows:-

· Pedestrian Crossing at Thomastown

· Bridge at Powerstown 

· Dangan Wood

· Public Lighting at Skeoughvosteen Chapel and Graiguenamanagh

· Mullins Castle

· Construction of new depot at Cloghabrody, Thomastown

Contributions by Cllrs. D. Doyle, P. Cuddihy, J. Murphy, P. Dunphy, A. Cotterell, M. H. Cavanagh. 

(d) Report from Ballyragget Electoral  Area Committee Meeting held on 2nd December, 2002. 

Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh summarised the items discussed as follows:-

· Community charge 

· Road at Whiteswall 

· Bridges at Coon and Coolcullen

· Castlecomer Area Office Accommodation 

Contribution from Cllr. M. Carroll. 

Mr. T. Walsh and Mr. P. O’Neill, Directors of Service responded to queries raised. 

(e) Report from Callan Electoral  Area Committee Meeting held on 10th December, 2002. 

Cllr. J. Brett summarised the items discussed as follows:- 

· Deputation from Tullaroan Burial Ground Restoration Committee.  

· Roads and related matters. 

· Callan Courthouse

· Callan Town Hall

· Friary Complex

· Recycling facilities at Callan

Contributions from Cllrs. T. Maher, M. Doran, P. Dunphy, J. Murphy. 

Mr. T. Gunning, Mr. P. O’Neill and Mr. T. Walsh, Directors of Service responded to queries raised. 

Item 5
Fix Dates and Times of Meetings:

(j) Schedule of meetings for January to March. 

Position noted. 
Item 6
Conferences:

Proposed By Cllr. M. Doran, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and agreed.                       

The meeting concluded at 6.15 p.m. 

Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________
