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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 17th February, , 2003 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.T. Mullen.

Also Present:
Cllrs. T. Maher, P. Cuddihy, P. Hogan, W. Ireland, J. Coonan, C. Connery, 

J. P. Phelan, T. Brennan, J. Brett, D. Doyle, D. Dowling, J. Cody, M. H. Cavanagh, J. Murphy, A. Cotterell, M. Lanigan, J. Brennan, J. McGuinness, A. Blackmore, M. Carroll, P. Dunphy, P. Millea, M. Doran. 
Apologies:

Cllrs. C. Long, B. Aylward. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, T. Gunning, Director of Service, P. O’Neill, Director of Service, J. McCormack, Director of Service, T. Walsh, Director of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance; F. O’Dwyer, Senior Engineer; O. Mannion, Senior Engineer; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, J. Gibbons, Admin. Officer. 

Votes of Sympathy:
The sympathy of the Council was extended to the following:-

· Jane O’Malley on the death of her husband Tony O’Malley distinguished Artist. 

· Molly Cuddihy, Licketstown, Carrigeen, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Christy Cuddihy. 
· John Tobin, Power Villas, Main Street, Piltown on the death of his brother Tom Tobin. 

· Dick Fahy, Cashel, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother John Fahy. 

· Kathleen Moylan, Rathclough, Danesfort, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her father James Gardiner. 

· Mary Quigley, Newtown, Kells, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband James Quigley. 

· Tom Doherty, Listerlin, Tullogher, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Dick Doherty. 

· Johanna Holden, Shanbogh, New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother Sean Byrne. 

· Dorothy McClure, Maudlin Street, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Sam McClure. 

· Marie Kenny, Raheen, Tullamore, Co. Offaly on the death of her husband Mick Kenny. 

· Margaret Devane, 8, St. Fiacres Place, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Sean Devane. 

· Michael Sweeney, Ballycuddihy, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mary Sweeney. 

· Joe Doyle, 6, John’s Place, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Nan Doyle. 

· Mrs. B. Reade, Lukeswell, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband John Reade.
· Mrs. Gaul, Main Street, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Sean Gaul. 

· Michael Shortall, Shankill, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his aunt Mrs. Walsh. 

· Eileen Byrne, Brandon Park, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her father Pat Bolger. 

Vote of Congratulations:
Proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-

“That a vote of congratulations be extended to Mr. Christy Leahy who has completed 43 years service with Kilkenny County Council”. 

Item 1 – 
Confirmation of Minutes. 

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 20th January, 2003. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 20th January,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 13th January, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. P. Hogan, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 13th January, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted.

(c) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Policy Meeting  held on Thursday 16th January, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Policy Meeting held on 16th January, 2003 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy Meeting held on Tuesday 21st January, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy Meeting held on Tuesday 21st January, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(e) Minutes of Joint Traffic Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd January, 2003 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Joint Traffic Committee Meeting held on 22nd January, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(f) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on Wednesday 5th February, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, seconded by Cllr. A. Cotterell and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 5th February, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(g) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing Policy Meeting held on Tuesday 11th February, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. J. Murphy and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing Policy Meeting held on Tuesday 11th  February, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the 


Council:

(a) Housing and Property Disposal:

(i) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in house at No. 52, Hebron Park, Kilkenny to Brian and Ann Marie Beehan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. 

(ii) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in lands at Newpark Upper, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Willowbridge Developments, Dunmurraghill, Donadea, Naas, Co. Kildare for the sum of €200.000 in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”. 
(iii) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in property situated at “Ashville”, Rathpatrick, Slieverue, Co. Kilkenny to Waterford City Council in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”. 
(iv) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in
house at 18, Riverview, Ardnore, Co. Kilkenny to Paul & Elizabeth Byrne in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. 
(v) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in

house at 36, Pococke Valley Lower, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to William and Karen Ryan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. 

(vi) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in

house at 11, Rothe Terrace, Kilkenny to Thomas and Jennifer Mullins in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. 

(vii) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in

house at No. 11, Archers Street, Loughboy, Co. Kilkenny to May Barron who has an Annuity Loan arrangement with Kilkenny County Council”. 

(viii) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in

site at No. 5, Mill Road, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny to Michael O’Neill and Niamh Cahill, Oldcourt, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny”. 

(ix) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in

land measuring approximately 0.07 acres situated at Kells Road, Kilkenny to P.J. and Phil Hennessy for the sum of €1,000 with all legal costs to be paid by the purchaser”. 

(x) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of interest in

land measuring approximately 0.075 acres situated at Lumper Lane, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny to Johanna Kavanagh for the sum of €2,000 with all legal costs to be paid by the purchaser”. 

(b)
Notification under Part XI Planning & Development Act, 2000 


(i)
Notice of proposed development by a local authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – 7 No. local authority dwellings on the portion of the site with access from Power Villas.



Proposed by Cllr. W. Ireland, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and resolved. 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the construction of 7 no. local authority dwellings on the portion of the site with access from Power Villas as per report circulated”. 
(ii) Notice of proposed development by a local authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of Rural Cottage at Fahee, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny. 



Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved. 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the construction of a rural cottage at Fahee, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny as per report circulated”. 

(iii)
Notice of proposed development by a local authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Three Private Sites at Sidegate, Moneenroe, Co. Kilkenny. 



Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved. 
“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the development of  three private sites at Sidegate, Moneenroe, Co. Kilkenny as per report circulated”. 

(c)
Community & Enterprise:
Nomination of Member to Kilkenny Tourism – Item deferred to next meeting. 

(d)
County Enterprise Board:
Nomination of two members to Board of Kilkenny County Enterprise Board  to replace Cllrs. J. McGuinness and P. Dunphy whose term of office will expire on 21st February, 2003.
Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. J. P. Phelan and resolved:-
“That Cllr. P. Dunphy be nominated as a member to the Board of Kilkenny County Enterprise Board”. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved:-

“That Cllr. J. McGuinness be nominated as a member to the Board of Kilkenny County Enterprise Board”. 

(e)
Nominee of Kilkenny Borough Council on Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning & Development. 

Ratification of Cllr. Evelyn White to replace Cllr. Joe Reidy as the nominee of Kilkenny Borough Council on Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning & Development.
Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and resolved:-
“Ratification of Cllr. Evelyn White to replace Cllr. Joe Reidy as the Nominee of Kilkenny Borough Council on Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning and Development is agreed”. 
(f) Corporate Affairs:

(i)
Review of Polling Scheme 2004. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-

“That the Summary of Recommendations in relation to new Draft Polling Scheme 2004, as circulated to Members, be forwarded to the Returning Officer, Dail Deputies for the Constituency, Kilkenny Borough Council for their consideration”. 

(ii) Registration of Killure.ie as a domain address.  The group hosting this site are an 


umbrella group for tourist and visitor attractions in the Killure, Goresbridge area.


Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. J. Murphy and resolved:-


“Registration of Killure.ie as a domain address is agreed”. 
Item 3
Urgent Correspondence:
Cllr. D. Dowling raised the matter of the closure of the steel bridge over the old New Ross/Waterford Railway Line at Ferrybank, Co. Kilkenny.
It was recommended and agreed that representations be made to Iarnród Éireann to have the necessary repairs carried out as a matter of urgency.  It was also recommended that Iarnród Éireann be requested to provide a minibus service to Abbey Park and other housing estates in the locality while road remained closed. 
Contributions by Cllrs. D. Dowling,  J. P. Phelan, D. Doyle and Cllr. A. Blackmore. 
Item 4
Fix Dates & Times of Meetings: 


The Schedule of meetings for February to April period was circulated at the meeting. 


Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved:-

“That the April meeting of the Council be held on Monday 14th April, 2003 in lieu of Monday 21st April”. 

Item 5 
Consideration of Reports & Recommendations of Committees of the Council: 

(a) Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 13th January, 2003.

Cllr. T. Mullen outlined the matters discussed as follows:-

· Kilkenny Traffic

· Routine maintenance problems with surface water 

· Flood Relief Scheme. 

Cllr. J. McGuinness stated that the report submitted was not adequate and did not reflect the various matters discussed at the meeting.  Specific issues raised at the meeting which necessitated that action be taken had not been responded to in the report. 

M. Malone, County Manager stated that issues arising at Area Meetings should be dealt with at the Area Meetings.  The report to be circulated at the full Council Meeting should reflect the policy issues arising from discussions at the Area Meetings. 
A number of Members expressed concern that matters raised by them at Area Meetings received no response until the next Area Meeting.  It was agreed that the matter would be discussed at the next Corporate Policy Group Meeting and that Directors would discuss and agree the report with the Chairperson for each Electoral Area before it is circulated.  
Contributions from Cllrs. M. Lanigan, P. Hogan, J. Brett, J. McGuinnes, P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan. 
T. Walsh, T.  Gunning, and J. McCormack, Directors of Service responded to queries raised. 

(b) Report on Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning & Development Meeting held on 16th January, 2003.

Cllr. M. Lanigan gave a summary of the items discussed as follows:-

· Area Plan for Western Environs. 

· National Spatial Strategy. 

· Wing Energy Strategy. 

· County Development Board Strategy. 

· Recreational Needs Study. 

· Town Renewal Scheme. 

· Development Contributions Scheme. 

Contributions from Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan, T. Maher, J. Murphy, J. Cody, 
J. Brett, T. Mullen, D. Dowling. 
Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Services informed the meeting that a protocol is being prepared in relation to the taking in charge of Unfinished Housing Estates. 
A financial report on the Town Renewal Scheme will be available for the next round of Area Meetings. 

(c) Report on Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy Meeting held on 21st January, 2003. 

The adoption of the report was proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran.
Contributions from Cllrs. P. Hogan, D. Doyle, C. Connery, J. Brett. 
Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Services replied to queries raised. 

(d) Report on Joint Traffic Committee meeting held on 22nd  January, 2003. 

Cllr. P. Cuddihy outlined the issues discussed at the meeting as follows:-

· Inner Relief Road. 

· New Housing Estates – provision of ramps

· Footpaths – High Street. 

· Right turns up High Street. 

Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Services stated that Area Meetings to discuss the Road Works Scheme 2003 will be held on the following dates:-
	AREA
	    DATE
	TIME

	Thomastown
	Thursday, 27th February, 2003
	10.30 a.m.

	Callan
	Friday, 28th February, 2003
	11.00 a.m.

	Kilkenny
	Friday, 28th February, 2003
	3.30 p.m.

	Ballyragget
	Monday, 3rd March, 2003
	11.00 a.m.

	Piltown
	Friday, 7th March, 2003
	3.00 p.m.


(e) Report on Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 5th February, 2003. 

Cllr. A. Cotterell gave an outline of the items discussed as follows:-

· Policy on temporary advertising signage. 

· Woodstock Gardens. 

· Recycling initiatives. 

· Review of the Litter Management Plan. 

· Kerbside Collection. 

· Regional Waste Plan – Update. 



Contributions from Cllrs. T. Maher, M. Carroll, C. Connery, J. Murphy, J. Coonan, 



P. Cuddihy, D. Doyle, T. Mullen, A. Cotterell, T. Mullen, M. Carroll. 


Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Service responded to queries raised. 

(f) Report on Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing Policy Meeting held on 11th  February, 2003. 
Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service outlined the proposed changes to the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme i.e. Means test, Application fee (refundable), criteria for assessment etc. 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-

“That reference to age limit referred to in Paragraph 4.2 of the Draft Policy and Procedures for Disabled Persons Grant Scheme be deleted”. 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That the Draft Policy & Procedures for Disabled Persons Grant Scheme be adopted with amendment by deleting reference to the age limit in Paragraph 4.2”. 

Contributions from Cllrs. A. Blackmore, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, J. Murphy, J. P. Phelan, J. Coonan, T. Maher, P. Millea. 

Item 6 
Conferences: 

Proposed by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed. 

Item 7 
Health Board Matters: 
Cllr. J. P. Phelan referred to recent newspaper reports regarding the transfer of Maternity facilities from St. Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny to Waterford Regional Hospital. 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. P. Millea and resolved:-

“That Standing Orders be extended to allow for completion of discussions on item 7”. 

Contributions from Cllrs. J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, T. Maher, J. P. Phelan, C. Connery, 

M. Carroll, J. Murphy. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council reject any proposal to transfer maternity facilities from St. Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny to Waterford Regional Hospital. `
The meeting concluded at 6.10 p.m. 

Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________
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