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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 14th April,  2003 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.T. Mullen.

Also Present:
Cllrs. C. Connery, T. Maher, M. Doran, P. Hogan, M. H. Cavanagh, T. Brennan, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, J. P. Phelan, W. Ireland,  P. Cuddihy, J. McGuinness, M. Lanigan, P. Millea, C. Long, A. Cotterell, M. Carroll, A. Blackmore, J. Murphy, 
J. Cody, J. Coonan, P. Dunphy, D. Doyle, J. Brett. 
Apologies:

Cllr. J. Brennan. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, T. Gunning, Director of Service, P. O’Neill, Director of Service, J. McCormack, Director of Service, T. Walsh, Director of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, J. Gibbons, Admin. Officer; J. Rochford, ASO.
Cllr. J. McGuinness expressed his gratitude to the Chairperson, the Members of the Council and the executive for the very kind words spoken about his late father M. J. McGuinness at the March meeting of the Council. 

Cllr. T. Mullen Cathaoirleach spoke about the successful trip to New York over the St. Patrick’s Weekend.  They had met with members of the Irish Community, Kilkenny Association, I. D. A. and Tourism Board.  It was recommended that these contacts should continue. 
Cllr. J. Coonan congratulated the County Manager on the paper he presented at the recent Association of Health Boards Conference.  It was agreed that a copy of the County Manager’s paper would be forwarded to all Members for their information. 

Votes of Sympathy:
The sympathy of the Council was extended to the following:-

· Dixie and Marian Croke, Coolrainy, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their daughter  

Yvonne Croke. 
· Brigid Walsh, Smithstown, Mullinvat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband John Walsh
· Robert Caldbeck, New England, Tullaroan, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Vicky Caldbeck. 
· Brigid Frisby, Killeen, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Tommy Frisby. 

· Maurice Power, Lismatigue, Knocktopher, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her son Dick Power. 

· The Nolan Family, Whitehall, Rathkieran, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. Kathleen Nolan. 
· Paddy Power, Comeragh Close, Mooncoin, via Waterford on the death of his mother Margaret Power. 

· Carmel Whelan, Willow Close, Kilkenny on the death of her sister Bernadette Swan 

· Irene Phelan, Glendine Court, Kilkenny on the death of her brother Kevin Ruth. 

· John Meaney, Ballilogue, The Rower, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mary Meaney. 

· Donal & Patrick Walsh, Rathpoleen, Johnstown via Thurles, Co. Tipperary on the death of their mother Anastatia Walsh. 

· John & Pat Meaney, Ballyreddy, via New Ross on the death of their mother Mrs. Mary Meaney. 

· Mick Holden, St. Anne’s Terrace, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his sister Mary Holden. 
· Peter Prendergast, Main Street, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Prendergast. 

· Joe Lennon, Kellymount, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mary Lennon. 

Item 1 – 
Confirmation of Minutes. 

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 17th February,  2003. 
Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 17th February,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 15th January, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Rural Water Monitoring  Committee Meeting held on 15th January, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted.

(c) Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on Thursday 23rd January, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. A. Cotterell, seconded by Cllr. J. Murphy and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 23rd January, 2003 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 7th February,  2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 7th Feburary,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(e) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th Feburary,  2003 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th February, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(f) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th February, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th February, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(g) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 10th March, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. Matt Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 10th March, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(h) Minutes of Special  Meeting of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting  held on 27th February, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. A. Cotterell, seconded by Cllr. Joan Murphy and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Special Meeting of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 27th February, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(i) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on 3rd March, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 3rd March, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(j) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on 10th March, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 10th March, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(k) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on 13th March, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 13th March, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(l) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning & Development Policy Meeting held on 20th March, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran, seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Planning & Development Policy Meeting held on 20th March, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(m) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing Policy Meeting held on 1st April,  2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing Policy Meeting held on 1st April, 2003,  copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the 


Council:

(a) Housing and Property Disposal:

Proposed by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-
	i. 
	Disposal of interest in house No. 84 at St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Cathal Hanrahan and Jane Blagriff, 1A Poyntz Lane, Off High Street, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. (In accordance with notice issued on  28/02/03)



	ii. 
	Disposal of interest in house No. 80 at St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Finbar and Evelyn Hourigan, 40, Riverview, Ardnore, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. (In accordance with notice issued on  28/02/03)



	iii. 
	Disposal of interest in house No. 46, St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Elizabeth Morris, 29, O’Loughlin Court, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. (In accordance with notice issued on  28/02/03)



	iv. (iv)
	Disposal of interest in house at Kiltown, Castlecomer, Kilkenny to Paul and Carol O’Connor in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (In accordance with notice issued on  24/02/03)



	v. (v)
	Disposal of interest in house at 25, Pococke Valley Lower, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Damien and Sinead Donoghue in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (In accordance with notice issued on  24/02/03)



	vi. (vi)
	Sale of Plot of Ground at rear of No. 1, Dean Street, Kilkenny measuring approximately 2.8 m2 to Ms. Tina Nolan for the sum of €2,500 with all legal costs to be paid by the purchaser. (In accordance with notice issued to Members on 26th February, 2003) 



	vii. (vii)
	Sale of land at Abbeylands, Ferrybank, Co. Kilkenny to John and Carmel McCormack with all legal costs to be paid by the purchaser.  The property is presently being sold to Michael and Paula Fielding. (In accordance with notice issued to Members on 26th February, 2003) 



	viii. 
	Disposal of interest in house at No. 8, Golf Links Road, Kilkenny to Gerard and Martina Malone in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. 

(Notice issued on  3/4/03)



	ix. 
	Disposal of interest in house at 328, Mill Street, Callan to Mark and Amanda Fitzpatrick in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. 

(Notice issued on  3/4/03)



	x. 
	Disposal of interest in house at 132, Walkin Street, Kilkenny to Michael and Eileen Dowling in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. 

(Notice issued on  3/4/03)



	xi. 
	Disposal of interest in house at 15, Hebron Park, Kilkenny to Robert and Joanne Howe in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. 

(Notice issued on  3/4/03)



	xii. 
	Disposal of interest in house at No. 39, St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Aine Mulvee, 2, Church View, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. 

(Notice issued on  3/4/03)



	xiii. 
	Disposal of interest in house at No. 43, St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Graham Nugent, 9, Cashel Downes, Waterford Road, Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. 

(Notice issued on  3/4/03)



	xiv. 
	Disposal of interest in house at No. 44, St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Caroline Dowling, 29, Parnell street, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. 

(Notice issued on 3/4/03)



	xv. 
	Disposal of interest in house at No. 73, St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to John and Katherine Kimmins, 240, The Sycamores, Freshford road, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. 

(Notice issued on 3/4/03) 



	xvi. 
	Disposal of interest in house at No. 45, St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Ann Moylan, 45, Highfield Meadows, Portlaoise, Co. Laois under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. 

(Notice issued on 3/4/03) 




Item 2. (b)


Notification under Part XI Planning & Development Act, 2000 

(i)
Notice of proposed development by a Local authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of Dog Shelter at Garryduff, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny. 


Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-
“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the construction of Dog Shelter at Garryduff, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny as per report circulated”. 

(ii)
Notice of proposed development by a Local authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 8 houses at Hebron Road, Kilkenny. 

Cllr. J. McGuinness requested that the Council postpone a decision on this proposal until further discussions have taken place with local people and until a traffic management plan has been prepared for the area.  He was supported in this matter by Cllrs. T. Brennan, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, P. Hogan, M. Lanigan. 
(iii) Planning Report for R700 Wallslough to Bennettsbridge Realignment in accordance with Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Mullen, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-
“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the Planning Report for R700 Wallslough to Bennettsbridge realignment as per report circulated”. 

(iv) Belview – Realignment of the LP 3412 Planning Report prepared in accordance with Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the Belview – Realignment of the LP 3412 as per report circulated”. 

(v) Notice of proposed development by a local authority in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Urlingford/Johnstown Water Supply Scheme. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, seconded by Cllr. M. Carroll and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance with the plans made available for public inspection and as per report circulated to Members on 4th April, 2003”.  

Item 2 (c) 
ROADS. 


(i)
Kilkenny Borough Council/Kilkenny County Council – Traffic & Parking Bye-Laws 


Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the amendment to the Kilkenny Borough Council/Kilkenny County Council – Traffic & Parking Bye-Laws as per report circulated”. 

(ii) Road Works Scheme 2003  
Proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the Road Works Scheme 2003 as per report circulated”. 

(iii)
Approval to publish notice of intention to extinguish public right of way at County Road No. LT 50401 known as Murphy’s Lane in the townsland of Burnchurch, Co. Kilkenny.  Length approx. 0.630 kms. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:-


“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the proposal to publish notice of intention to extinguish public right of way at the following location:-


County Road No. LT 50401 known as Murphy’s Lane in the townsland of Burnchurch, Co. Kilkenny.  Length approx. 0.630 kms. as per report circulated”. 

Item 2 (d)
Community & Enterprise.

Nomination of Member to Kilkenny Tourism (County Tourism Committee). 


Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:-

“That Cllr. Martin Carroll be nominated as member to Kilkenny Tourism”. 

Item 3
Urgent Correspondence:
Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh referred to a recent accident at Beggar’s Cross, Johnstown on the N8.  It was stated that there have been numerous accidents at this location in recent years.  It was  requested that funding be sought from the N. R. A. as a matter of urgency to carry out improvement works at the junction i.e. traffic island, double white lines and a dangerous junction sign etc. 
Cllr. A. Cotterell stated that the closure of the Ferrymountgarret Bridge is creating a lot of problems for the local community.  He was supported in this matter by Cllr. J. Murphy. 
Cllr. J. Murphy requested that the Council investigate the serious title deed problems in Graiguenamanagh which is creating difficulties for the Town Renewal Scheme etc. 

Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Services stated that the Council were aware of the issues involved which were complex.  . 

A general discussion took place in relation to matters which can be raised under Urgent Correspondence. 

Mr. M. Malone, County Manager informed the Members that a licence application had been received from Aiken Promotions in relation to the holding of a Concert at Nowlan Park on the 5th July, 2003.  There is not sufficient time available to complete the consultation process and the promoters have requested the Council’s assistance in this matter. These concerts in the past have brought considerable benefits to the local economy and to the County G. A. A. Board.  The Council has agreed, in principal to consider their request on the basis that they provide the necessary insurances, safety statement, bonds etc.   It is intended that a further report will be brought back to the Council relating to the proposal in due course.
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That the Council hereby approves of the approach taken by the County Manager in relation to the Licence application”. 

Cllr. T. Mullen, Chairperson stated she had been requested by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, D. Dowling, P. Dunphy to raise Notice of Motion 1 (03) under this item. 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling:-

“That Kilkenny County Council calls on the Board of Teagasc to reverse its decision to close the Mullinavat Advisory Centre and also calls on the government to adequately fund Teagasc into the future”. 

Cllr. J. Brett informed the meeting that as he was a member of the Board of Teagasc he would not take any further part in the debate, then withdrew from the meeting. 
Contributions by Cllr. B. Aylward, A. Cotterell, T. Maher, P. Dunphy, D. Doyle, J. Cody, C. Connery, P. Millea, M. Carroll. 

An amendment to the proposal was proposed by Cllr. M. Carroll and seconded by Cllr. M. Doran:-

“That Kilkenny County Council calls on the Board of Teagasc to reverse its decision to close the Mullinavat Advisory Centre”. 

The proposed amendment was put to the meeting 

Those in support of amendment:-

Cllrs. P. Millea, M. Carroll, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, T. Mullen, M. Doran, D. Doyle, J. Murphy, T. Brennan, B. Aylward, C. Long, A. Blackmore. 
Total 12 

Those against amendment:-

Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, C. Connery, J. Cody, T. Maher, A. Cotterell, W. Ireland, J. P. Phelan. 

Total 7. 

The amendment was carried. 
The amendment as passed then became the substantive motion and was put before the Members. 

It was the unanimous decision of the council to approve the resolution as amended. 

	Item 4.
	Business adjourned from Meeting of 10th March, 2003.



4.   1. 

(a) Report on Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held in County hall on !5th January, 2003. 

Cllr. A. Cotterell outlined the main items discussed as follows:-

· Group Scheme Grants 
· Group Scheme Subsidies 

· Individual Water Supply Grants

· D. B. O. – Current Status 

Funding has been sought for the upgrading of works for Ballymack, Cuffesgrange and Coolagh Group Water Schemes and Tullaroan Group Sewerage Scheme. 

(b) Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held in County hall on 

23rd  January, 2003. 
Cllr. T. Brennan stated that he had issued this report at the February meeting of the Council. 
(c) Report on Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 

7th February,  2003. 
Cllr. B. Aylward outlined the main items discussed at the meeting as follows:-
· Belview Port and Railway Link

· Meeting with New Ross Town Council 

· Flooding at Dungooley

· Granny Junction 

(d) Report on Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 

28th February,  2003. 
Cllr. J. Brett outlined the main items discussed at the meeting as follows:-
· Draft Road Works Scheme 2003 
· Resolutions were passed relating to entrance to Duggan Steel at Tullamaine, public lighting at Killamery, the extension of the existing speed limit past the hurling field in Kilmanagh and speed limits on the N10 at Ennisnag. 
· Traffic Management Plan  for Callan 

· Tullaroan Burial Ground Restoration – Land transfer. 

· Callan Courthouse

· Recycling facilities at Callan 

· Extinguishment of public right-of-way at Burnchurch. 

(e) Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 

28th February,  2003. 
Cllr. T. Mullen outlined the main items discussed at the meeting as follows:-
· Consideration of the 2003 draft Road Works Scheme

· Insurance Costs



It was proposed by Cllr. T. Mullen, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, General Council of County Councils and Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance Company regarding the high cost of insurance premiums” 

4.     2. 

Environmental Campaign – Progress Report. 

Ms. Sadhbh O’Neill gave a comprehensive report on the Environmental Campaign under the following headings:-

· Waste Management Plan – targets and objectives
· Recycling

· Kerbside Collection 

· Composting 

· Green Schools

· Litter

· Grants and Promotions

Contributions from Cllrs. T. Mullen, P. Cuddihy, P. Hogan, M. H. Cavanagh, C. Long, M. Lanigan, D. Doyle, C. Connery, A. Cotterell. 

Cllr. T. Mullen, Chairperson thanked Sadhbh O’Neill for her excellent presentation. 

Item 5.
Fix Dates and Times of meetings. 


The schedule of meetings for period April to June 2003 as circulated was agreed. 

Item 6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council. 

(a) Report on Thomastown Electoral area Committee Meeting held on 27th February, 2003. 
Cllr. T. Brennan outlined the main items discussed at the meeting as follows:-

· Consideration of the 2003 Road Works Scheme 

· Implications of increased insurance costs 

· Closure of Ferrymountgarrett Bridge. 

(b) Report on Ballyragget Electoral area Committee Meeting held on 3rd March,  2003. 

Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh outlined the main items raised at the meeting as follows:-

· Deputation from Arcon Mines

· Trucking routes used by Cool Wagon trucks travelling from Arcon Mines to New Ross

· Upkeep of tailing ponds  
· Consideration of Road Works Scheme 2003 

· Creamery House, Castlecomer

· Council Estate at Church Avenue, Castlecomer. 

(c) Report on Callan  Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 10th  March,  2003. 

Cllr. J. Brett outlined the main items discussed as follows:-

· Sale of Courthouse in Callan 

· Establishment of a trust to take ownership of the Friary in Callan

· Development of Friary Complex 

(d) Report on Piltown  Electoral area Committee Meeting held on 13th  March,  2003. 

Cllr. B. Aylward  outlined the main items discussed as follows:-

· Road Works Scheme 2003 

· Rise in insurance costs 

· Public Lighting 

· Area Plans for Piltown, Fiddown and Mooncoin

· Representations to Waterford City Council re improvement of Pedestrian facilities for residents of Abbey Park

The following resolutions to be brought before the full Council meeting – 

(i)
Resolution supporting Port of Waterford  submission on retention of Rosslare to Limerick Junction Railway Line. 

(ii)
Resolution that the railway line between New Ross and Waterford city be re-opened. 

(iii)
That the section of the N25 between the proposed by-passes at New Ross and Slieverue be up-graded to dual carriageway standard. 
(e) Report on Strategic Policy  Committee No. 1 Economic Planning & Development Policy Meeting held on 20th  March,  2003. 

Cllr. M. Lanigan  outlined the main areas discussed as follows:-

· Area Plan for Western Environs 
· Wind Energy Strategy 

· Recreational Needs Study 

· National Spatial Strategy 

· County Development board Strategy 

· Area Plans for Gowran, Piltown, Fiddown and Mooncoin 

· Town Renewal Scheme

(f) Report on Strategic Policy  Committee No. 4 Housing Policy Meeting held on 1st April, 2003 

Cllr. A. Blackmore outlined the main areas discussed as follows:-

· Essential Repairs Grant Scheme 
· Disabled Persons Grant Scheme

· Housing Strategy. 

Item 7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the meeting:


(i)
Environment


(a)
Recreational Needs Study. 

M. Malone County Manager stated that consultations will take place at the Electoral Area Meetings over the next few weeks.  A further report will be brought before the full Council for the June Meeting.


(b)
National Spatial Strategy – Regional Planning Guidelines. 

M. Malone, County Manager informed the Members that the preparation of Regional Planning Guidelines will be undertaken by the South East Regional Authority.  Consultation will take place with the constituent local authorities in the region and issue papers will be prepared. 


(ii)
Corporate & Housing
(a) Draft Annual Report 2002 – for consideration. 

J. McCormack, Director of Service informed the Members that the Draft Annual Report 2002 had been circulated for their consideration.  Any changes should be notified to J. Gibbons, Administrative Officer. 

(b)
Housing Report = April 2003. 


It was agreed to defer this item to the May Meeting. 

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and resolved:-

“That Standing Orders be extended to allow for completion of items on the Agenda was agreed”. 
Item 8.
Conferences:

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed. 

Item 9.
Health Board Matters: 

Cllr. B. Aylward referred to an Applicant for a Disabled Persons Grant in the Piltown Area who had been informed that it will take up to 31/2 years before the house would be inspected.  It was agreed that the Council would follow up this matter with the South Eastern Health Board. 

Cllr. A. Cotterell stated that Waterford Regional Hospital are discharging patients who are not fit to be discharged, due to lack of beds.  Persons discharged had to be readmitted in certain cases.  It was agreed to make representations to the South Eastern Health Board in relation to this matter. 

Cllr. P. Cuddihy referred to recent newspaper reports concerning the transfer of accident and emergency services from St. Luke’s Hospital to Waterford Regional Hospital.  
Cllr. A. Blackmore, who is a member of the South Eastern Health Board, stated that this matter was raised at a recent meeting and the Chief Executive Officer confirmed that there is no proposal to transfer such facilities to Waterford Regional Hospital. 
T. Gunning, Director of Service informed the meeting that a deputation from the European Union had visited the Council recently in relation to the quality of the water supply.  Council Officials were disappointed at the tone taken by the Delegation, who were not interested in examining records and statistics at the Troyswood Water Treatment Plant.  A Press release is now being prepared for issue to the Kilkenny People and Munster Express Newspapers and the local radio to re-assure the public on the quality of the water from the Troyswood Water Treatment Plant. 


Contributions by Cllrs. J. Cody, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, A. Cotterell, A. Blackmore, 


J. Murphy. 

It was agreed that a letter of complaint be sent to the EU Commission supported by the Department of Environment & Local Government expressing concern at the protocol used in relation to this visit. 

Meeting concluded at 6.25 p.m. 
Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________
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