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 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 19th May,  2003 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.T. Mullen.

Also Present:
Cllrs. C. Connery, T. Maher, M. Doran, P. Hogan, M. H. Cavanagh, T. Brennan, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, J. P. Phelan, W. Ireland,  P. Cuddihy, J. McGuinness, 
P. Millea, C. Long, A. Cotterell, M. Carroll, A. Blackmore, J. Murphy, 
J. Cody, J. Coonan, P. Dunphy, D. Doyle, J. Brett, J. Brennan. 
Apologies:

Cllr. M. Lanigan. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, T. Gunning, Director of Service, P. O’Neill, Director of Service, J. McCormack, Director of Service, T. Walsh, Director of Service, Declan McDonnell, Financial Management Accountant; R. Kenny, Senior Executive Officer; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, T. Butler, Admin. Officer; J. Gibbons, Admin. Officer; J. Rochford, ASO.
Cllr. T. Mullen Cathaoirleach informed the Members of the forthcoming Conference “Women Making a Difference – How Female Political Representation Can Contribute to Peace, Politics and Prosperity”. which is being hosted by the Council and will be held in Newpark Hotel on Friday 6th June, 2003. 
Votes of Sympathy:
The sympathy of the Council was extended to the following:-

· Mary Anne McCormac, Steeple View, Johnstown, via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Elizabeth Dillon. 

· Brigid Fowler & Family, Ballyhale, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Jim Fowler. 

· P:atrick & Breda Kelly, Woodlands Estate, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mollie Kelly. 

· The Grant Family, Grange, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Billy Grant. 

· Ann Walsh, Tinvacooch, Kilmacow, Via Waterford on the death of her father Billy Hoban. 

· Joan Suffin, Granagh, Via Waterford on the death of her husband Jimmy Suffin. 

· Martin Culleton, Ballyknock, Rosbercon, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his son Ted Culleton. 

· Mrs. Margaret O’Donnell, The Square, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Eddie O’Donnell. 
· Denis Phelan, Tullogher House, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mary Phelan. 

· Mrs. Rita Freyne, Ballyhemmin, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Tom Freyne. 

· Mr. & Mrs. Paddy Dollard & Family, Bance Road, Maudlin, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Lar Dollard. 

· The Carroll Family, Finan, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Lar Carroll. 

· Ned Nolan, Hermitage, Sion Road, Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Lil Nolan. 

Item 1 – 
Confirmation of Minutes. 

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 14th April,  2003. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 14th April, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 12th March, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Rural Water Monitoring  Committee Meeting held on 12th March, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted.

(c) Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on 28th March, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. J. Murphy and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th March, 2003 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 8th April,  2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 8th April,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(e) Minutes of Strategic Policy  Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 9th April,    2003 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Carroll, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 9th April, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(f) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 14th April, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 14th April, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(g) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy Meeting  held on 15th April,  2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Mullen, seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy Meeting held on 15th April, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(h) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on 9th May, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Dunphy, seconded by Cllr. J. P. Phelan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 9th May, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the Agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the 


Council:

2. (a)
Housing and Property Disposal:


Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and resolved:-
(i) Disposal of interest in house at 17, Whitewood, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Christopher and 
Mary Power in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme.  
(In accordance with Notice issued on 6/5/03) 

(ii)

Disposal of interest in house at 50 Rosewood, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Patrick and Angela Russell in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme.  

(In accordance with Notice issued on 6/5/03) 


(iii)
Disposal of interest in house at No. 83 St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Michael Brennan Jnr., 

12, Archer’s Court, Loughboy, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme.   

(In accordance with Notice issued on 6/5/03) 

(iv) Disposal of interest in house at No. 75 St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Elizabeth Kelly, 
C/o The Club House Hotel, Partick Street, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme.   

(In accordance with Notice issued on 6/5/03) 

(v) Disposal of interest in house at No. 82,  St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Gary and Pamela Meehan, 5, O’Loughlin Court, Hebron Road, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme.     

(In accordance with Notice issued on 6/5/03) 

2. (b)


Notification under Section 183 – Local ~Government Act, 2001 

(i)
 Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council approves of the disposal of interest in property situated at Grannagh, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny for a nil consideration to Waterford City Council with Waterford City being respsonsible for the legal costs in this case”. (In accordance with notice issued on 14/4/03). 
(ii)
 Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-
 “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of property known as Callan Courthouse in the form of a long term lease to Mr. Laurie Grace, Grace & Co., Solicitors”. 

(In accordance with notice issued on 6/5/03). 


Notification under Part XI Planning & Development Act, 2000. 
(iii) Notice of proposed development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the 

Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 8 houses at Hebron Road, Kilkenny. 
Contributions by Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan, J. McGuinness, J. Cody, D. Doyle, J. Brett, P. Hogan, T. Mullen, T. Brennan. 
Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Services clarified the legal position in relation to the proposal under the provisions of Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000. 

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services responded to a number of queries raised by Members regarding the proposed development. 

Having considered the legal position as outlined, it was proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That the construction of 8 houses at Hebron Road, Kilkenny proceed in accordance with report as submitted”.   It was agreed that Housing Staff would meet with residents in the area to explain the proposal. 

Agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001. 

(iv)
 Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved. 
 “That Kilkenny County Council agree to enter into an agreement with Waterford County Council, Waterford City Council, Wexford County Council, Carlow County Council and South Tipperary County Council to enable the Tramore Regional Design Office to carry out work on behalf of the local authorities in the region in accordance with the terms of the agreement between Waterford County Council and the NRA, in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001”. 
(v)
“That we, the members of Kilkenny County Council, hereby agree to enter into an agreement with Carlow Co Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 agreeing to Carlow County Council exercising all the statutory powers (excluding planning permission), functions and duties of Kilkenny County Council which are now, or may hereafter, be vested in Kilkenny County Council as a Sanitary Aurthority to enable the construction and completion of the “Four Counties” Design, Build, Operate Bundle in partnership with the Group Water Schemes”. 

Contributions from Cllrs. J. Brett, P. Hogan, D. Doyle, P. Cuddihy, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, A. Cotterell, P. Millea, J. Murphy, T. Maher, T. Brennan. 

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Hogan, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-


“That consideration of this item be deferred until further information/clarification is received from the Department of the Environment & Local Government on the proposal”. 
2 (c) 

Finance.  

(j) Proposed by Cllr. C. Long, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-


“That Kilkenny County Council ratifies the authorisation of Mr. Michael Malone and/or Mr. John Dempsey as approved signatory on all joint deposit accounts held in the name of Kilkenny County Council”. 
(ii)  Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-
“That, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, Kilkenny County Council hereby approves overdraft borrowing to a maximum amount of €7m for the half year ending 30th June, 2003”. 
(iii) Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-

“That, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, Kilkenny County Council hereby approves overdraft borrowing to a maximum amount of €7m for the half year ending 31st December, 2003”. 

2 (d)

Community & Enterprise.

Nomination of Member to South East Tourism Committee and Kilkenny Tourism.  


Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. J. Murphy and resolved:-

“That Cllr. C. Long be nominated as member to Kilkenny County Tourism Committee”. 


Proposed by Cllr. P. Hogan, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved:-


“That Cllr. J. Brennan be nominated as member to Kilkenny Tourism”. 

Tourism Strategy. 
Mr. M. Malone, County Manager proposed that the Council should lead an initiative to develop a Tourism Strategy for the City and County of Kilkenny.  There is a need to examine Kilkenny’s position in relation to the tourism market and to have greater co-ordination between the various agencies in developing a tourism strategy and policy.  It is also important to ensure that tourism makes an impact in rural areas.  Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education will be central to this process.  All the agencies involved in the delivery of tourism in the City and County will be invited to participate in the process.  Extra resources may be required to complete this work and same will be considered at the Estimates Meeting. 
Contributions from Cllrs. B. Aylward, J. Murphy, D. Dowling, P. Millea, J. Brennan, C. Connery, T. Maher, A. Cotterell, D. Doyle, T. Mullen. 

The Members welcomed the initiative as proposed by the County Manger. 

Item 3
Urgent Correspondence:
None 
Item 4. 
Business adjourned from Meeting of 14th April, 2003.

Housing Report – May, 2003. 
Contributions by Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, T. Maher, C. Connery, B. Aylward, D. Doyle, J. Cody, D. Dowling, J. P. Phelan, A. Blackmore, J. Coonan. 
Rose Kenny, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised by the Members. 

Item 5.
Fix Dates and Times of meetings. 

(i) The schedule of meetings from May to July 2003 were circulated. 
M. Mullally, Senior Executive Officer stated that the Piltown Area Meeting scheduled for 18th June is now changed to 18th July, 2003 at 3.30 p.m. 

(ii) Fix dates for Annual Meeting 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved:-

“That the Annual General Meeting of Kilkenny County Council be held on Monday 

7th July, 2003”. 

Item 6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council. 

(a) Report on Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 12th March, 2003. 
Cllr. A. Cotterell outlined the main items discussed at the meeting as follows:-

· Group Scheme Grants
· Group Scheme Subsidies/Individual Water Supply Grants 
· Rural Water Grant Allocation 2003  

(b) Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th March,  2003. 

Cllr. T. Brennan outlined the main items raised at the meeting as follows:-

· Gowran Local Area Plan 
· Recreational Needs Study 
· Thomastown Sewerage Scheme 
· Footpaths in Ballyhale  

(c) Report on Callan  Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 8th April,  2003. 

Cllr. J. Brett summarised items discussed as follows:-

· Callan Workhouse Project 
· Kilkenny Recreational Needs Study 
· Roads and related matters 
· Callan Courthouse

· Recycling facilities at Callan 

(d) Report on Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 9th April, 2003.  

Cllr. A. Cotterell outlined the main items discussed at the meeting as follows:-

· Fire Services Report 
· Sludge Management Report 
· Regional Waste Plan Update  

· Temporary Advertising Signs 
· Update on Woodstock Gardens Project 

· Report from David Smyth, Litter Warden. 
(e) Report on Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 14th April, 2003.  

Cllr. J. Brett summarised the items discussed at the meeting as follows:-

· Sale of the Courthouse in Callan. 

· Recycling Facilites for Callan. 

(f) Report on Strategic Policy  Committee No. 2 - Transportation Policy Meeting held on 15th  April, 2003 

Cllr. B. Aylward outlined the main items discussed as follows:-

· Speed Limit Policy 
· Waterford – Limerick Railway Line 
· Ring a Link 

· Local Improvement Schemes 

(g) Report on Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting  held on 9th May, 2003.  

Cllr. D. Dowling outlined the main items discussed as follows:-

· Pill River Drainage Study

· Granny Junction 

· Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass

· Library Service 

· Local Improvement Scheme 

Motion (1)
Proposed by Cllr. A. Blackmore, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved that 
the following resolution be forwarded to the Department of the Environment & Local Government:-
“Having discussed the lack of initiative in relation to road markings on the Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass, in particular road turning arrows, the Members request in the strongest possible way that road markings be put in place”. 

Motion (2)

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council will operate, staff and finance proposed library services for the South Kilkenny Area in a proposed new business centre at Mullinavat.  This business centre is being build by the local community at Mullinavat and will incorporate the floor area required to facilitate a new library.  The mobile library service also to be retained”. 

An amendment to this proposal was put forward by Cllr. P. Dunphy, seconded by Cllr. C. Long as follows:-

“That Kilkenny County Council extend the library service to the South Kilkenny area by approving a new library for Mooncoin, Piltown or Mullinavat”. 

A second amendment was proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That proposal to locate a library in the South Kilkenny area be referred back to the Area Committee for further discussion”. 

The first amendment to the proposal was put to the meeting:-
“That Kilkenny County Council extend the library service to the South Kilkenny area by approving a new library for Mooncoin, Piltown or Mullinavat”. 

Those in support of amendment:-

Cllrs. M. Carroll, J. Brennan, J. Cody, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, T. Maher, D. Doyle, W. Ireland, C. Long, A. Blackmore, P. Dunphy. 

Total – 11 

Those against amendment:- 

Cllrs. C. Connery, M. Doran, J. Murphy, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, J. P. Phelan. 

Total – 8 

Cllrs. P. Millea, J. Coonan, J. Brett abstained. 
The amendment was carried and became the substantive motion. 

The second amendment to the proposal was put to the meeting:-
“That the decision  to locate a library in the South Kilkenny area be referred back to the Area Committee for further discussion”. 

Those in support of amendment:-

Cllrs. P. Millea, M. Carroll, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Coonan, M. Doran, J. Brett, D. Doyle, J. Murphy. 

Total – 9 

Those against amendment:- 

Cllrs. J. Cody, P. Cuddihy, T. Maher, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, W. Ireland, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, C. Long, J. P. Phelan, A. Blackmore, P. Dunphy. 

Total – 12 

Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh abstained. 

The amendment was defeated. 

The substantive motion was now put to the meeting:
“That Kilkenny County Council extend the library service to the South Kilkenny Area by approving a new library for Mooncoin, Piltown or Mullinavat”. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

Item 7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the meeting:


(i)
Environment



Amenity Grants – Preliminary Allocations. . 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. A. Cotterell and resolved:-
“That the preliminary list of Amenity Grant allocations as circulated is hereby agreed”. 


(ii)
Housing & Corporate
(a) Draft Polling Scheme 2004  – consideration of submission. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council make a new Polling Scheme in accordance with the recommendations circulated and the submission adopted by the Council”. 

 (b)
Bye-Laws on Prohibition of consumption of alcohol in public places (Local Government Act, 1994) – Consideration of submissions.  


Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the making of bye-laws under the Local Government Act, 1994 on prohibition of consumption of alcohol in public places”. 
(c)
Annual Report 2002 – Final Draft.   


Item deferred. 

(d) Section 6 Grants – Local Government Act, 1991 – Preliminary Allocations 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. A. Cotterell and resolved:- 

“That the preliminary list of Section 6 Grant Allocations for 2003, as circulated with the Agenda is hereby agreed”. 
(iii) Community & Enterprise 

(a) Rapid Programme in Kilkenny – 

Item was deferred. 

(b) Arts Act Grants 2003 – Section 12 of the Arts Act, 1973. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. A. Cotterell and resolved

“That the list of Arts Grant allocations as circulated is hereby agreed”. 

(iv) Planning


Draft Local Area Plans – Gowran, Fiddown, Piltown, Mooncoin 


Deferred. 

Item 8.
Conferences:

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and agreed. 

Meeting concluded at 6.05 p.m. 
Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________
PAGE  

