PAGE  
8

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16th June,  2003 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.T. Mullen.

Also Present:
 Cllrs. P. Dunphy, D. Dowling, B. Aylward, J. Brett, T. Maher, W. Ireland, P. Hogan, J. Brennan, J. Cody, D. Doyle, M. H. Cavanagh, M. Lanigan, M. Carroll, M. Doran, C. Long, C. Connery, P. Millea, J. Murphy, J. McGuinness, P. Cuddihy, T. Brennan. 
Apologies:

Cllr. J. Coonan, J. P. Phelan, A. Blackmore, A. Cotterell. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manger, P. O’Neill, T. Gunning, T. Walsh, Directors of Service, R. Kenny, A/Director of Service, . Dempsey, Head of Finance, C. Cormican, Chief Fire Officer; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator , M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer, A. Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer, J. Gibbons, Administrative Officer, J. Rochford, ASO. 
Cllr. T. Mullen, Cathaoirleach requested that the meeting finish at 5.30 p.m. to facilitate the presentation of awards to five members of the Garda Siochana. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-

“To suspend Standing Orders so that  the Council Meeting finish at 5.30 p.m.”. 

Cllr. T. Mullen, Cathaoirleach referred to the recent conference hosted by Kilkenny County Council at the Newpark Hotel “Women Making A Difference – How Female Political Representation Can Contribute to Peace, Politics and Prosperity”.  Speakers and Delegates referred to it as a world class conference and congratulated the Council and the County Manager on having the courage to run such a conference.  Cllr. T. Mullen, Cathaoirleach thanked her fellow Councillors for their support and also Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, M. Carroll, J. Murphy and M. Malone, County Manager who chaired sessions at the Conference.  The estimated profits from the Conference of €6,000 will be donated for a home for the elderly in Kilkenny City.  

Contributions from Cllr. P. Millea, J. Murphy, C. Long, C. Connery. 

Cllr. T. Mullen, Cathaoirleach on behalf of the Council wished the Special Olympics World Games every success.

Votes of Sympathy:
The sympathy of the Council was extended to the following:-

· Katherine Hogan, Clogga Mills, Clogga, Mooncoin on the death of her Aunt Bridie Whittle
· Liam Power, Clogga, Mooncoin on the death of his sister Anna Clarke. 

· The McCarthy Family, Ballinlough, Carrigeen on the death of their aunt Helen McCarthy. 

· Peter & Patty Mullen, Dunbell, Maddoxtown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Christina Mullen. 
· Eileen Gibbons, 1, St. Teresa’s Terrace, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Mick Gibbons. 

· Christie Knox, Main Street, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his uncle John Ryan. 

· Mrs. Catherine Fitzpatrick, Graigue Lower, Cuffesgrange, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Brigid Murphy. 

· The Geoghan Family, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Frank Geoghan. 

· Patrick Comerford, Talbotshill, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. S. Comerford. 

· Andy McCarthy, Harristown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother M. McCarthy. 

· Bill Walsh & Family, Old Road, Moneenroe, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Stella Walsh. 
· Mrs. Ring, Classduff, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Joe Ring. 

Item 1 – 
Confirmation of Minutes. 

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 19th May,  2003. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 19th May, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 12th May, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 12th May, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(c) Minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 14th May, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. Cora Long, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 14th May, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d) Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 21st May, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mruphy, seconded by Cllr. B. Ireland and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 21st  May, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the 


Council:

.   (a) 
Housing and Property Disposal:


Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:- 



(i)
Disposal of interest in house at 81 St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Leo Bolger and Emma 


Henshall, 5, Upper Patrick Street, Kilkenny under the terms of the Affordable Housing Scheme. (Notification issued to members on 4/6/03)
(ii) Disposal of interest in house at 12, Abbeylawn, Ferrybank, Waterford to Noeleen Roche, 12, 

Abbeylawn, Ferrybank, Waterford under the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (Notification issued to members on 4/6/03)
(iii) Disposal of interest in house at 15, Pococke Lower, Johnswell Road,  Kilkenny to Ann 

Morrissey in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme.  (Notification issued to members on 4/6/03)
(iv)
Disposal of interest in house at 12, Whitewood, Johnswell Road,  Kilkenny to Patrick and Susan Kelly in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme.  (Notification issued to members on 4/6/03)
(v)
Disposal of interest in house at 7, Rivercourt, Main Street, Goresbridge, Kilkenny to William and Jacinta Murphy who have an Annuity Loan arrangement with Kilkenny County Council. (Notification issued to members on 4/6/03)

(vi)
Disposal of interest in house at 1, Riverview, Main Street, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny to Paul and Rosemary McGloughlin who have an Annuity Loan arrangement with Kilkenny County Council. (Notification issued to members on 4/6/03)
   (b)
Agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001
(i) Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-
That we, the members of Kilkenny County Council, hereby agree to enter into an agreement with Carlow Co Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 agreeing to Carlow County Council exercising all the statutory powers (excluding planning permission), functions and duties of Kilkenny County Council which are now, or may hereafter, be vested in Kilkenny County Council as a Sanitary Authority to enable the construction and completion of the “South Leinster” Design, Build, Operate Bundle in partnership with the Group Water Schemes. 

Contributions from Cllrs. P. Hogan, D. Dowling, T. Brennan, P. Cuddihy, D. Doyle, M. Doran, T. Mullen, W. Ireland, J. Cody, T. Maher, J. Murphy, J. Brennan, D. Dowling. 

Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Services in response to queries raised, clarified how the scheme will operate.  The scheme applies to Group Schemes which are independently run and does not apply to public schemes.  Seven Group Schemes have already signed up and sixteen other schemes in the county could benefit from the scheme at a future date. 
A number of Councillors expressed concern regarding on-going problems with the supply of water on the Bennettsbridge Water Supply Scheme.  

It was proposed by Cllr. W. Ireland, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:-

“That the Council seek funding from the Department of the Environment & Local Government to upgrade the Bennettsbridge Water Supply Scheme as a matter of urgency”. 
(ii) Notification under Part XI Planning & Development Act, 2000. 

Notice of proposed development by a local authority in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Drilling of 2 no. wells at Troyswood. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the drilling of 2 no. wells at Troyswood, as per report circulated”. 
Notice of proposed development by a local authority in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Drilling of 1 no. well at the existing pumphouse in the townland of Jamestown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny.  

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the drilling of 1 no. well at the existing pumphouse site in the townland of Jamestown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny, as per report circulated”. 

   (c)

Planning. 


Notification under Section 238 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 


Proposed holding of Event by Kilkenny County Council “Shania Twain Concert” 5th July, 2003 at Nowlan Park, Kilkenny.   Part XVI of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Report prepared under Section 238 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000. 

M. Malone, County Manager informed the Members that the event is being promoted by Kilkenny County Council in association with Aiken Promotions Ltd. and by agreement with Kilkenny County Board G.A.A.  A Management Plan, which sets out in detail the arrangements for the event has been prepared which addresses issues such as safety, stewarding, fire safety, health & welfare issues, environmental monitoring programme, lighting and auxiliary power, traffic management plan etc.  The Management Plan will be amended by a number of small changes i.e. the word ‘promoter’ to be replaced by Production Management in paragraph 2.1 page 9 and the word ‘promoter’ to be replaced by Production Management in appendix ‘A’.  
In the event of stage pyrotechnics being introduced as part of the show production, Aiken Promotions Ltd. will be responsible to ensure that all necessary importation licences and statutory approvals are secured and copies thereof provided to Kilkenny County Council in advance of the event, in addition to meeting the requirements of the Chief Fire Officer of Kilkenny County Council. 
It is recommended that the proposed event be held as recommended in the Manager’s report dated 4th June, 2003.
Contributions from Cllrs. J. Cody, C. Connery, M. Lanigan. 

P. O’Neill, Director of Services responded to queries raised by the Members. 

Proposed by Cllr. R. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-

“That the proposed event, namely the Shania Twain Concert on the 5th July, 2003 at Nowlan Park, Kilkenny be held as recommended in the Manager’s report dated 4th June, 2003”. 

  (d)

Roads. 
(i) Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved:-

“That the Traffic Management Plan for Castlecomer Road (part of), Wolfe Tone Street (part of), John’s Green, Barrack Street and Ballybought Street, Kilkenny be hereby approved”. 

Contributions from Cllrs. P. Hogan, M. Carroll.

(ii)
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan And resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the proposal to publish notice of intention to extinguish the public right-of-way at the following location: laneway



at rear of houses 1 – 6 Newpark, Kilkenny (Section of laneway off Road No. LS 6612)”. 

(iii) Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the proposal to publish notice of intention to extinguish the public right-of-way at the following location:

Laneway between Pinewood Avenue and Cypress Avenue, Loughboy, Kilkenny (Road No. LS 6631-3)”. 

Item 3
Urgent Correspondence:

Cllr. J. Brett raised the matter of the low allocation for Local Authority Housing in 2003 when compared to the allocations received in other counties.  Clarification was sought on the matter.  

Mr. M. Malone, County Manager stated that he was surprised at the low level of the allocation for Kilkenny.  The Council seeks to maximise its allocation each year.  A meeting was held last February with Officials of the Department of the Environment & Local Government at which the Council’s housing officials outlined its housing programme for the current year.  A return was made to the DOELG in March seeking allocation to meets its programme. The Co Manager alluded to the various other housing options e.g. affordable housing and social housing and pointed out that Kilkenny County Council is one of the more active local authorities under these programmes and should be taken into consideration when examining the housing allocation. The Council were surprised when it subsequently received an allocation of €3.55m.  A meeting was immediately sought with the Department of Environment & Local Government Officials on the matter and a letter has now been received from DOELG confirming that the DOELG will be in a position to facilitate the Councils programme of ‘house starts’ during the remainder of the year.

Contributions from Cllr. R. Aylward, M. Doran, M. Lanigan, P. Hogan, C. Long, T. Maher, D. Doyle, J. Murphy, J. McGuinness, P. Millea, C. Connery, P. Cuddihy. 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and resolved:-

“Based on the Housing Programme as submitted to the Department of the Environment & Local Government and the allocation of €7.3m sought, the Members of Kilkenny County Council hereby request the Management of the County Council that this programme be considered at the July meeting of the Council.

Item 4. 
Business adjourned from Meeting of 19th May, 2003.

(a) Housing & Corporate 

Approval of Draft Annual Report 2002 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:-

“That the Draft Annual Report 2002 is hereby approved, proceed to publish”. 

(b) Community & Enterprise 

Rapid Programme in Kilkenny. 

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

(c)
Planning


Draft Local Area Plans – Gowran, Fiddown, Piltown, Mooncoin – 


Currently on public display. 


It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

Item 5.
Fix Dates and Times of meetings. 


Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved:-


“That the schedule of meetings for June to September 2003 be agreed”. 
Item 6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council. 

(a) Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 12th May, 2003
Report as circulated was agreed. 

(b) Report on Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 14th May, 2003 

Cllr. T. Brennan outlined the main items discussed as follows:- 

· Rural Water Plan – Water Quality 
· Progress Report – Allocations 2003 
· DBO Update 

(c) Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 21st May, 2003 

Cllr. T. Brennan, summarised the items discussed as follows:-

· Information Technology 
· Thomastown Sewerage Scheme

· Footpaths in Ballyhale

· Various road matters

· Notice of Motion – re flooding at P. Hayes, Ballyquirke, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny. 

Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Services responded to queries raised  re road markings at Market Street, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny. 

Item 7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the meeting:

(i) Planning. 

Recreational Needs Study – Presentation of report by Cunnane, Stratton & Reynolds, Consultants 

It was agreed to defer this item to 2 p.m. on the date of the Annual Meeting – 7th July, 2003. 

(ii) Housing & Corporate. 

Polling Scheme 2004 – Confirmation of Scheme. 


Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and resolved:-

“That the Council of the County of Kilkenny, in exercise of the powers conferred on them in accordance with Section 28 of the Electoral Act, 1992 (as amended by Section 2 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 1996 and Section 12 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2001 and in accordance with the Electoral (Polling Schemes) Regulations 1964 hereby confirm the scheme made by the Council of the County of Kilkenny on the 19th May, 2003 for the division of the County of Kilkenny into Polling Districts and the appointment of Polling Places therein which is attached hereto and specifies the date on which the said scheme should come into operation as the 15th February, 2004”. 

Item 8.
Conferences:

Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and agreed. 

Item 9.
Health Board Matters:

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

Item 10.
Any Other Business:

Cllr. D. Doyle raised the matter of difficulties being encountered by individuals under the planning process seeking to build houses in rural areas.
Item 11.
Notices of Motion: 

2 (03)
Cllrs. J. Cody, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan. 

“That Kilkenny County Council views with alarm and outrage the threat to Kilkenny Education Centre; that it rejects as seriously flawed the basis on which the CMOD report recommends its closure; that it values the contribution to the wider community of Kilkenny City and County made by the centre to date; that it deplores the proposal to deprive the teachers of the area and through them every child in every school in that area of an essential education resource and that it calls on the Department of Education to resist the pressure from the Department of Finance to have the Kilkenny Education Centre closed on grounds that have no relevance to the needs of teachers or pupils”. 

Cllr. M. Lanigan, on behalf of himself and the other Councillors withdrew the motion. 
3 (03)
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, D. Dowling and J. P. Phelan. 

“That Kilkenny County Council calls on the Government to appoint a Neurologist to Waterford Regional Hospital, as a matter of urgency”. 

This motion was agreed 

4 (03)
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, D. Dowling and J. P. Phelan.

 “That Kilkenny County Council calls on the Government to provide a radio therapy unit in Waterford Regional Hospital as a matter of urgency”. 


This motion was agreed 

5 (03)
Cllr. J. Murphy. 

 “That Kilkenny County Council hereby calls on the Government to review the law as it relates to the issue of ground rents as a matter of urgency in the light of the difficulties being experienced in the acquisition of freehold title to property”.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and agreed.  

The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m. 
Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________
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