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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 21st July,  2003 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.B. Aylward. 

Also Present:
Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, P. Millea, M. Carroll, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Cody, J. Coonan, J. McGuinness, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, M. Doran, T. Maher, D. Doyle, J. Murphy, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, W. Ireland,  R. Dowling, C. Long, J. P. Phelan, A. Blackmore, P. Dunphy.  

Apologies:

Cllr. P. Hogan, J. Brett.  

In Attendance:
P. O’Neill, Deputy County Manager, T. Walsh, Director of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, R. Kenny, A/Director of Service: M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator , M. Delahunty, A. M. Walsh, Senior Executive Officers, P. Foley, Senior Engineer, D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner, C. O’Sullivan, Conservation Officer; C. O’Reilly, Assistant Planner; D. Ledwidge, Heritage Officer; A. Waldron, T/Administrative Officer, J. Rochford, ASO. 

Cllr. B. Aylward, Cathaoirleach requested that the meeting finish at 5.30 p.m. to facilitate the Joint Briefing of Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council on the Western Environs Local Area Plan. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. B. Ireland and resolved:-

“To suspend Standing Orders so that the Council Meeting finish at 5.30 p.m.”. 

Members were also informed that there would be a presentation made by Mr. Brendan Allen, from CAAS Consultants on the proposed Draft Wind Energy Strategy. 

Congratulations were offered to the local authorities, the Gardaí and all involved in the successful running of the Shania Twain Concert. 

Congratulations were also offered to the Race Horse Trainer Paddy Mullen for winning his second classic as a trainer.   There was a note of congratulations passed to Cllr. Catherine Connery on behalf of her daughter who won a medal in the recent European Hockey Tournament. 

Votes of Sympathy:
The sympathy of the Council was extended to the following:-

· Cllr. Eddie & Pauline O’Meara, Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary on the tragic death of their son Frank. 

· Tom Duggan, Mill Road, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Margaret Duggan. 

· M. Holden, Clonmore, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother James Clery. 

· Johnny Drohan, Clonmore, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his son Brendan.  

· Vereker Family, Moonveen, Mooncoin, Via Waterford on the death of their mother Peggy Vereker. 

· Kenny Family, Butlerswood, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their mother Kitty Kenny. 

· Rev. Fr. Dan Bollard P.P., Tullaroan, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father Christy Bollard. 

Item 1 – 
Confirmation of Minutes. 

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 16th June,  2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16th June,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Meeting held on 9th June, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Meeting held on 9th June, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 9th June, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 9th June,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 11th June, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. A. Cotterell and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 11th June, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(e) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 18th  June, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 18th June,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(f) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Tourism & Education Meeting held on 7th July, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting No. 5 – Arts. Culture. Tourism, & Education Meeting held on 7th July, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(g) Minutes of Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council  held on 7th July, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. A. Cotterell, seconded by Cllr. T. Mullen and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 7th July, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(h) Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Kilkenny County Council  held on 7th July, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Mullen, seconded by Cllr. B. Ireland and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 7th July, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the 


Council:

.   (a) 
Housing and Property Disposal:


Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. J. P. Phelan and resolved:- 


(i)
Disposal of interest in house at 91, The Fairways, Kilkenny to Michael and 



Dawn O’Dwyer in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. 

(Notification issued to Members on 9/7/03) 

(ii)
Disposal of interest in house at Ayrsfield, Tullaroan Road, Kilkenny to Patricia Duffe in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (Notification issued to Members on 9/7/03) 

(iii) Disposal of land (laneway 453.33 sq. meters) at Johnswell Road to Danny Egan, 306, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny at a cost of €380.92 with the purchaser responsible for all legal costs associated with the transfer.  (Notification issued to Members on 30th June, 2003.)

   (b)
Agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001
(i)
Notice of proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 4 No. Local Authority Dwellings at Main Street, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny. 
Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, seconded by Cllr. B. Ireland and resolved:- 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the construction of 4 No. Local Authority Dwellings at Main Street, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny as per report circulated”. 

(ii)
Notice of proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 2 No. Local Authority Dwellings at Woodview, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny. 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Millea, seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved:- 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the construction of 2 No. Local Authority Dwellings at Woodview, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny as per report circulated”. 

(iii)
Notice of proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Retention of Two Storey House at Blanchvillespark, Clifden, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny. (Amendments to Planning Ref. No. P.01/26). 
Proposed by Cllr. A. Cotterell, seconded by Cllr. T. Mullen and resolved:- 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the retention of Two Storey House at Blanchvillespark, Clifden, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny. (Amendments to Planning Ref. No. P.01/26) as per report circulated”.
   (c)

Planning. 

Mr. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer referred to the commitment in the County Development Plan to prepare Local Village Plans.  He indicated that four Proposed Plans had been circulated to Members, had been on public display since the 9th May, that submissions had been received and that the County Managers report and recommendation had been circulated to Members for  consideration and decision at this meeting.  He also outlined the timeframes involved

(i)
Proposed Gowran Local Area Plan -(Copy of proposed plan together with County Managers Report on Submissions attached)  

Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner outlined in detail the report of the County Manager in relation to 14 submissions and dealt with Members’ questions.

Contributions by Cllrs. D. Dowling, C. Long, A. Cotterell, P. Cuddihy, J. Murphy, D. Doyle, Ml. Lanigan, T. Mullen, T. Maher. 
G1
Dr. Finian Gallagher, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny – Various Comments

Members complimented and supported the submissions and the insertion of the proposed  objectives.
M. Delahunty, P. O’Neill, D. Malone responded to queries raised. 
G14
David Lannen, Architects – Lands at Gowran

This submission and the County Manager’s recommendation not to zone the lands was discussed.

A proposal to zone the lands by Cllr. D. Doyle was not seconded.
The Members agreed the County Manager’s report not to zone the lands. 
Members supported the Plan as amended by the County Manager’s Report and complimented the people of Gowran for their active participation

Proposed by:
Cllr. Joan Murphy

Seconded by: Cllr. William Ireland and resolved that:-
“having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for Gowran under Section 18 of the Planning & Development Act 2000, having considered the County Manager’s Report on the Proposed Plan and on the written submissions consider that the proposal should be varied or modified in accordance with our decisions made at Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 21st July 2003 and consider that such variations or modifications if made would result in a material alteration of the proposal, do hereby resolve that the procedures under Section 20(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended by Section 9(e) – (f) of the Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2002 be implemented”. 
At this juncture, the Cathaoirleach introduced the new Heritage Officer for Kilkenny County and Borough Councils Ms. Dearbhala Ledwidge.  On behalf of the Members, he formally welcomed her and wished her well in her new position. 

(ii)
Proposed Fiddown Local Area Plan (Copy of proposed plan together with County Manager’s Report on Submissions attached) 

Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner outlined in detail the context of the County Manager’s Report in relation to the 9 submissions and dealt with Members’ questions.

Proposed by:
Cllr. Ann Blackmore

Seconded by: Cllr. Pat Dunphy and resolved that:-
having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for Fiddown under Section 18 of the Planning & Development Act 2000, having considered the County Manager’s Report on the Proposed Plan and on the written submissions consider that the proposal should be varied or modified in accordance with our decisions made at Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 21st July 2003 and consider that such variations or modifications if made would result in a material alteration of the proposal, do hereby resolve that the procedures under Section 20(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended by Section 9(e) – (f) of the Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2002 be implemented.

Contributions by Cllr. A. Blackmore. 

(iii)
Proposed Piltown Local Area Plan (Copy of proposed plan together with County Manager’s Report on Submissions attached) 

Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner outlined in detail the context of the County Manager’s Report in relation to the 11 submissions and dealt with Members’ questions.

Contributions by Cllr. D. Dowling.  

Proposed by:
Cllr. Ann Blackmore

Seconded by:Cllr. Cora Long and resolved that:-
having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for Piltown under Section 18 of the Planning & Development Act 2000, having considered the County Manager’s Report on the Proposed Plan and on the written submissions consider that the proposal should be varied or modified in accordance with our decisions made at Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 21st July 2003 and consider that such variations or modifications if made would result in a material alteration of the proposal, do hereby resolve that the procedures under Section 20(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended by Section 9(e) – (f) of the Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2002 be implemented.

(iv)
Proposed Mooncoin Local Area Plan (Copy of proposed plan together with County Manager’s Report on Submissions attached) 

Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner outlined the context of the County Managers’ Report in detail and dealt with Members’ questions.  He indicated that there were 10 submissions and 4 late submissions.  Michael Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer indicated that late submissions cannot be considered

Ref: M3 Dournane Residents – Proposed upgrading of sewage and surface water systems

Mr. Denis Malone, Mr. Michael Delahunty and Mr. Philip O’Neill indicated that this matter referred to a proposed public private arrangement for the provision of surface and waste water systems for Mooncoin and to a housing development being undertaken in the village.

The course of action being undertaken was outlined to Members.

Ref: M9 – John Howley, Fern Hollow, Main Street, Mooncoin

The matter was discussed.
Contributions by Cllrs. A. Blackmore, C. Connery, P. Dunphy, C. Long, J. Cody, B. Aylward. 

Replies by P. O’Neill, M. Delahunty. 

Proposed:
Cllr. P. Dunphy,

Seconded:
Cllr. R. Dowling

and Resolved that:-
“Kilkenny County Council proposes to zone residential a section of land at Main Street East of John Howley’s house”.

Ref: M10 – Larry Delahunty, C/o. Flynn Associates, Coolnamuck Road, Carrick Beg, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary – Low Density Housing.

It was agreed to accept the County Manager’s recommendation.  The land is outside the village and is subject to the Council’s rural housing policy.

Members complimented the Area Plan process stating that  local communities facilitated by officials are playing a  meaningful part in local democracy.

Item 2(c)(v)  Proposed additions to the Record of Protected Structures – Copy of Report Circulated

Proposed by:

Cllr. John Coonan,

Seconded by:
Cllr. Martin Carroll

And Resolved:-
“We the Members of Kilkenny County Council having considered the County Manager’s Report and recommendation dated July 2003 resolve under Section 54 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 to make additions to the Kilkenny County Council’s Record of Protected Structures as follows: -

Former Parochial House, Conahy,

Somerton House, Jenkinstown,

Dunmore Cottage, Dunmore,

Former Garda Barracks, Castlecomer”.

Contributions by Cllrs. J. Murphy, D. Doyle, P. Millea, J. Brennan, J. McGuinness. 

C (vi) Proposed Variation of County Development Plan 2002. 



Proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, seconded by Cllr. A. Cotterell and resolved:-


 
“That Kilkenny County Council undertake the procedures under Section 13(2) & (3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 and publish the Proposed Variation of County Development Plan 2002 –entitled” Variation No. 1 –Kilkenny Open Space, Sports and Recreation Strategy” copy of which had been circulated to the Members .. 

C (vii)Proposed Variation of Kilkenny City Development Plan 2002. 



Proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, seconded by Cllr. A. Cotterell and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council undertake the procedures under Section 13(2) & (3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 and publish the Proposed Variation of Development Plan for Kilkenny City & Environs 2002 -entitled “Variation No. 1 –
Kilkenny Open Space, Sports and Recreation Strategy” copy of which had been circulated to the Members
In response to a query from Cllr. J. McGuinness, Mr. P. O’Neill, Deputy County Manager is to forward to the Council a previously prepared report on usage of telecommunication masts in the County.

Item 3
Urgent Correspondence. 

At the request of the Chairman, it was proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:-

“That a briefing take place on Monday 28th July, 2003 in the Council Chamber, County Hall regarding the Development Contributions Scheme”.

P. O’Neill informed the meeting that this briefing was the first step on a lengthy consultation process which will take until near the end of this year.  Under the terms of this new scheme, Development Contributions are a Reserved Function rather than being fixed by the County Manager.

The scheme has to be adopted by March 10th of next year.  He informed the Members that staff would be available for individual briefings with Members who may be unable to attend next Monday, if required. 

Contributions made by Cllrs. B. Aylward, J. McGuinness, P. Millea and T. Mullen. 

Item 4
Business adjourned from Meeting of 16th June, 2003. 

(a) Community & Enterprise. 

Rapid Programme in Kilkenny. 

It was agreed to deter this item to the next meeting. 

Item 5
Fix Dates and Times of Meetings: 


Schedule of meetings for July to October as circulated was agreed.  
Item 6
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council: 

(a) Report of Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 9th June, 2003. 

(b) Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held 



on 11th June, 2003

(c)
Report of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 18th June, 2003.

(d)
Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Meeting/Workshop held on 4th July, 2003 - Proposed response of Kilkenny County Council to Regional Planning Guidelines Issues Papers.

(e)
Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Tourism & Education Meeting/Coiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaíon, Cultúr, Oidhreacht, Turasóireacht & Oideachas held on 7th July, 2003. 

It was agreed to defer these items to the next meeting. 

Item 7
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the meeting: 

(i) Planning. 

Wind Energy Strategy – Presentation by C.A.A.S. Consultants. 

A presentation was made by Mr. Brendan Allen from C.A.A.S. Consultants.

Following this presentation it was agreed that a more detailed presentation would be made to Members at the September Meeting. 

Contributions made by Cllrs. M. Doran, J. Murphy, J. P. Phelan, T. Maher, A. Cotterell, P. Millea, P. Dunphy, C. Long, M. Carroll. 

It was agreed that for the next meeting a map would be provided with the townlands defined. 

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and agreed:-

“That Kilkenny County Council would write to the E.S.B. commenting on the deplorable state of the E.S.B. lines following the recent renewal works carried out by contractors”. 

(ii) Environment 

Amenity Grants – Supplementary Allocations 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. P. Phelan, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council approves of the payment of Amenity Grants in accordance with the list circulated to the Members”. 

(iii) Housing & Corporate 

(a) Section 6 Grants – Local Government Act, 1991. 


Supplementary Allocations 2003. 


Proposed by Cllr. P. Dunphy, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council approves of the payment of Section 6 Grants under the Local Government Act, 1991 in accordance with the list circulated to the Members”. 

(b) Housing Construction Starts 2003. 


It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 


Item 8
Conferences: 


Conferences


Proposed by Cllr. B. Ireland, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and agreed. 

Item 9
Health Board Matters:


It was agreed to defer this item to next meeting. 

Item 10
Any Other Business:


None. 

Item 11
Notices of Motion:

13 (02)
Cllrs. D. Dowling, J. P. Phelan, P. Dunphy, B. Aylward, C. Long, A. Blackmore. 


Knockmoylan/Gorrhue Railway Level Crossing


“That Kilkenny County Council enters into meaningful negotiation with 


C. I. E. to promote:


(a)
Safety in its use by the Public. 


(b)
Promote the use of modern technology in its operation to ensure convenience for local users”.
06 (03)
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, D. Dowling, P. Hogan, J. P. Phelan. 

“That Kilkenny County Council reject any attempt by Waterford Corporation to promote or seek a boundary extension into South Kilkenny”.  
Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council:

11(03)
Fingal County Council – (9/6/03) 
“Fingal County Council acknowledges that the fluoridation of tap water provided to the householders in the Dublin 15 area should be discontinued and that all local authorities be notified of the content of this motion”. 

12 (03 
Clare County Council – (10/6/03) 
 “That Clare County Council calls on the Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs to make the following changes in relation to carers:-

(a) Non means tests for carers allowance

(b) Home help part time and full time on request and not subject to funding

(c) An overall co-ordinator of services in the County 

(d) A support person allocated to each area to provide support and information to carers

(e) Provision of day centres to include services identified by carers. 

13 (03)
Letterkenny Town Council – (12/6/03) 
“That Letterkenny County Council does not support the call for the legalisation of cannabis”. 

14 (03)
South Dublin County Council – (17/6/03) 
“That South Dublin County Council understands the deep level of hurt being felt in the local communities due to cutbacks in C.E., J.I., Social Economy, Back to Work Allowance, Community Enterprise and the lack of funding for the RAPID programme and call on the government to re-assess its policies to the most vulnerable in the local communities and fully reinstate the levels of funding to support the work of Community and Voluntary organizations depending on such schemes”.

15 (03)
Newry & Mourne District Council – (9/7/03) 

“That Newry & Mourne District Council has given this matter serious consideration and is of the view that the entire island of Ireland should be kept free from the use of genetically engineered seeds and crops.”.

All of the above Notices of Motion were deferred. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
At this juncture the Joint Briefing of Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council on the Western Environs Local Area Plan commenced. 

Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________
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