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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 18th October, 2004 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Leas Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Joe Cody. 
Also Present:
 
Cllrs. J. Coonan, C. Long, A. Phelan, P. O’ Neill, M. Doran, 

M. Noonan, M. Brett, T. Breathnach, T. Maher, J. Brennan, 

P. Millea, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Lanigan, M. Shortall, C. Connery, 

M. O’ Brien, B. Aylward, P. Dunphy, T. Brennan, D. Doyle,

W. Ireland, P. Cuddihy. 

Apologies:

Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, C. Phelan-Holden and D. Dowling. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager; J. McCormack, T. Walsh, 

P.O’Neill, T. Gunning, Directors of Service; J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, A.M Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer, B. Mernagh, Senior Executive Engineer, 
I. Gardner, Senior Executive Engineer, M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, J. Gibbons, Administrative Officer. 

Votes of Sympathy 
· Ger Doheny and Family, 48 Collins Park, Callan, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their son J. J. Doheny. 

· T. Gunning and Family on the death of Tom Foley, Woodbine Avenue, Ardnore, Kilkenny. 

· Family of Richard Kelly, 90 Upper Patrick Street, Kilkenny on the death of Richard Kelly. 
· Noel & Billy Power, Maiden Hill, Kells Road, Kilkenny on the death of their mother Lilly Power. 
· T. Foley, 19 Woodbine Avenue, Loughboy, Kilkenny on the death of his father Thomas Foley. 
· The Purcell Family, Grannagh, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Davy Purcell.  

· Alec Traynor, Turkstown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Mary Traynor. 
· John Fenlon, Barracore, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his uncle Michael Dunne. 
· Larry Walsh, Noreview, Dunbell, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his sister Nelly Quigley. 
· Jimmy Aylward, Gaulsmills, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother. 
Item 1.
Confirmation of Minutes:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 20th September, 2004.
Cllr. J. Coonan requested that the minutes be amended on Page 6 under Item 2
 (b) (iii) to show that the resolution was Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan and Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett. This was agreed.
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 20th September,  2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 6th September, 2004 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting  held on 6th September, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 13th  September, 2004.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-

“That the minutes of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 13th September, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
(d) Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2004
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:-

“That the minutes of  the Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(e) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 8th October, 2004  
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 8th October, 2004 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
Item 2

Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council:

(a)
Housing & Other Disposal 

	
	
	Housing

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:-



	
	(i)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Ennisnag lane, Ennisnag, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny to Leonard & Ann Marie Reid in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. 



	
	(ii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 74 Pococke Lower, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Jason Hayden in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”.



	
	(iii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 11 Ballybough Street, Kilkenny  to Francis Larkin & Jean Delaney in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”.


	
	Other

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan , Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 




	(i)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of 0.0143 hectares of land owned by Kilkenny County Council at Smithlands South, Kilkenny to McCorry Homes Ltd for the sum of €500 and subject to the following condition: - That the purchaser be responsible for all the Council’s legal costs. (Notification issued to members on the 11th October, 2004). 




(b) Notification under Part XI Planning & Development Act 2000. 

(i) Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery , Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan  and resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves a two-storey leisure centre comprising of a 25m x 6 lane swimming pool and a public viewing gallery, learner and children’s pools, health suite with sauna and steam rooms and a spa, changing and ancillary accommodation, foyer with servery and reception areas, sports hall, fitness gym, aerobics studio, treatments rooms and ancillary rooms including toilets, offices, plant and store rooms. The demolition of two existing buildings containing changing facilities and increasing the car parking to 193 car and 2 bus parking spaces, all at Scanlon Park Sports Ground, Bohernatounish Road, Kilkenny, as outlined in report circulated”. 
Contributions by Cllrs. B. Aylward and J. Coonan. 

M. Malone, County Manager responded to queries raised. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 
“That the provision of a roundabout at the junction of the Ring Road and the Bohernatounish Road be expedited”. 
(c)
Corporate Affairs. 

(i) Appointment and Election of VEC Members 
M. Mullally, Senior Executive Officer referred to correspondence which had been sent to the members outlining the new arrangements on the composition of the VEC’s. The Vocational Education (Amendment) Act 2001 provides for the election of VEC members under the following categories:- 

(a) 
The election of VEC members by the relevant Local Authority and Town   
      
Council 
(b ) 
Election of VEC members by parents. 

(c ) 
Election of VEC members by VEC staff. 

(d) 
Election of VEC members that are representatives of sectional interests. 

The following members were elected to serve on the committee:- 

Cllr. A. Phelan, Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and Seconded by Cllr. T. Breathnach and unanimously agreed. 

Cllr. M. Shortall, Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. D. Dowling, Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher and Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. P’ O’ Neill, Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher and Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. W. Ireland, Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher and Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher and Seconded by Cllr.B. Ireland and unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. M. Doran, Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward and Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. C. Long, Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward and Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and unanimously agreed. 
Cllr. D. Doyle, Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward and Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and unanimously agreed.  
Mr. M. Mullally, Senior Executive Officer informed the meeting that the following were the elected representatives of the parents:- 

Sean Treacy, Coolroebeg, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny. 

Peg Barry, Foulkstown, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny. 

The representatives of the staff were as follows:- 

Ger Dowling, Kilcar, Seven Houses, Danesfort, Co. Kilkenny. 

Eleanor Parks, 26 Broughurst, Collins Avenue, Dunmore Road, Waterford. 

M. Mullally also informed members that Cllrs. Pat Crotty and Marie Fitzpatrick were nominated by Kilkenny Borough Council. A consultation meeting is arranged for 8th November, 2004 to discuss the appointment of 4 VEC members by those elected by Kilkenny Local Authorities, parents and VEC staff. All members nominated onto the VEC will be ratified at the November Meeting of the Council. 
(ii) Appointment of Sectoral Interests onto five Strategic Policy Committees. 

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service stated that the Council was still awaiting nominees to the Strategic Policy Committees from the Trade Union, Farming and Community/Voluntary/Disadvantaged sectors. 

The nominees received from the business/commercial sector to the Kilkenny County Council Strategic Policy Committees are as follows:- 

SPC 1 Forward Planning & Development Policy 

Denis Guilfoyle, 14 Loreto Park, Troys Lane, Kilkenny (Development/construction) 

Mike Nolan, Kilkenny Chamber of Commerce, Lower Walkin Street, Kilkenny. (Business/commercial)

SPC 2 Infrastructure – Transportation, Water Services and other 
Deirdre Gough IBEC, Confederation House, Waterford Business Park, Cork Road, Waterford. (Business/commercial) 

SPC 3 Environmental Policy including Fire Services and Emergency Planning. 

Trish Finegan, Kilkenny Women’s Network, Creative Catering, Main Street, Dunamaggin, Co. Kilkenny. (Business/commercial) 

SPC 4 Housing Policy

Ivan Shannon, Conshan Ltd, Unit 10, Loughboy Industrial Estate, Kilkenny. (Development/construction) 

SPC 5 Community and Social Policy- Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education. 

Jackie Kennedy, Lacken House, Restaurant and Guest House, Dublin Road, Kilkenny. (Business/commercial) 

Proposed by Cllr. P’O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

“That the external members as outlined above are hereby ratified”. 

Contributions by Cllrs. B. Aylward, M. Lanigan, T. Maher, T. Breathnach. 

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services stated that the following members representing Kilkenny Borough Council were nominated to the Strategic Policy Committees. 

SPC 1. Forward Planning & Development Policy 

Cllr. Betty Manning, Castle Road, Kilkenny. 

SPC 5. Community & Social Policy, Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education: 

Cllr. Joe Reidy, Parliament House, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the nominees from Kilkenny Borough Council onto the Strategic Policy committees are hereby ratified”. 

(d) Sanitary Services 
(i)
Rural Water Programme 
A report on the Rural Water Programme was circulated to the members at the meeting. 
A.M Walsh, Senior Executive Officer stated that in the last two years priority has been placed on upgrading Group Water Schemes in the County serving 50 persons or more, as they are required to comply with the EU Drinking Water Regulations since the 1st January, 2004. In Kilkenny there are 23 schemes which will require a licence under the new Water Services Bill. Emphasis has been placed on upgrading privately sourced, quality deficient schemes under the following measures: 
1. Design, Build, Operate proposals. 

2. Connecting to the public main 

3. Takeover of group scheme 

4. New and upgrading proposals for group water schemes. 

The report also dealt with new Group Sewerage Schemes, Grants for an individual water supply to a house, Small Water and Sewerage Public Schemes and subsidy available towards the operational cost of a group water scheme. 

Contributions by Cllrs. J. Brennan, C. Connery, T. Maher, M. Lanigan, M. Brett, 
P. Dunphy, P. Millea, M. Doran, T. Breathnach, M. O’ Brien, J. Coonan, B. Aylward, 
P. O’ Neill.
(e) Planning 

(i) “Proposed Variation of the Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan 2002- Entitled variation No. 2 Kilkenny Inner Relief Road”. 

M. Malone, County Manager stated that the need for an Inner Relief Road and a new River Nore crossing for Kilkenny City was first identified in the 1970’s in Kilkenny Land Use and Transportation Study Report. The route of the Inner Relief Road has been amended on a number of occasions in the intervening years. The Western Environs Local Area Plan which was approved by both Local Authorities is intrinsically linked to the provision of the Inner Relief Road. The proposed variation No.2 – Kilkenny Inner Relief Road was placed on public display on the 16th July, 2004 for a period of four weeks. A total of 15 submissions were received. The report on the submissions received was circulated to the members on the 7th September, 2004. The purpose of the variation is to insert the policy provision in relation to the Inner Relief Road into the development plan to enable progress to be made on the preparation of detailed plans and to commence the public consultation process. 

Contributions by Cllr. J. Coonan, M. Brett, T. Maher, P. Cuddihy, M. O’ Brien, 
T. Brennan, M. Noonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Lanigan, P. Millea. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

“ That Kilkenny County Council being the Planning Authority for its functional area and in accordance with the provisions of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2002, 
having published noticed of Proposed Variation to the Kilkenny County Development Plan entitled “Variation No.2 – Kilkenny Inner Relief Road” in accordance with Section 13(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000,

having complied with the provisions of Section 13(2) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, 

having considered the County Manager’s report prepared in accordance with Section 13(4) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, 

hereby makes under Section 13(6) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 the Variation to the Kilkenny County Development Plan 2002 entitled “Variation No.2- Kilkenny Inner Relief Road” in accordance with Section 13(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 * without modifications agreed at the meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 18th October, 2004”.
Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:-

“That Wolfe Tone Street and Garrison House be removed from the Kilkenny County Development Plan 2002 – Variation No. 2 – Kilkenny Inner Relief Road”.

The County Manger referred to previous legal advice on amendments to motions which resulted in the Cathaoirleach ruling that the amendment put forward was invalid as it was a direct opposite to the substantive motion. 

A vote took place on the substantive motion which was proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan and Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resulted as follows:
In favour of Proposal 

Cllrs. P. Millea, M. Shortall, J. Brennan, J. Coonan, J. Cody, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, 
P. Cuddihy, M. Doran, T. Maher, P. O’ Neill, T. Brennan, A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, 
B. Aylward, C. Long, T. Breathnach, P. Dunphy. Total 18. 
Against the Proposal

Cllrs. P. Fitzpatrick, M. Noonan. Total 2. 

The following members were absent for the vote:- 

Cllrs. C. Connery, D. Doyle and W. Ireland. 

The substantive motion was carried. 
. 

Item 3
Urgent Correspondence. 

None. 
Item 4
Business adjourned from a previous Meeting: 

None

Item 5
Fix Dates and Times of Meetings. 

The Schedule of Meetings from October 2004 to December 2004 as circulated was noted and agreed. 

It was also agreed that the briefing meeting on the Budget 2005 would be held on Friday the 17th December at 11.00 a.m. The Statutory Budget 2005 meeting to be held on the 20th December at 2.00 p.m. 
The VEC Consultation Meeting to appoint four members representative of sectional interests was arranged for Monday the 8th November at 3.30 p.m. 

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service stated that he will agree dates with the Cathaoirleach for the first meeting of the new Strategic Policy Committees and that the members would be notified as soon as possible. 

Item 6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council: 

(a) 
Report of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 6th September, 2004 
Cllr. T. Maher stated that the following matters were discussed:-
· Ballykeeffe Depot 
· Callan Town Hall 
· Draft Traffic Management Plan for Callan. 
· Public Lighting Plan

· Footpaths at Stoneyford

· Foothpaths for Knocktopher

·  Baurscoob Cross 
· Recreational needs for Fairgreen, Callan 

· Roadwork’s at Canverstown, Tullaroan

· Upkeep of Whitechurch graveyard. 
(b) 
Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 13th September 2004 


Cllr. J. Coonan outlined the items discussed as follows:-

· Riverside walks Kilkenny Area
· Traffic Calming. 

(c ) 
Report of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2004 

Cllr. P. O’ Neill stated that the following matters were raised at the meeting:- 

· Public Lighting programme

· Graiguenamanagh By Pass

· Thomastown Traffic Management Plan 

· Grass cutting in cemeteries 
· Paulstown Sewerage Scheme 

· Completion of estates by private housing developers 

Contributions by Cllrs. M. O’ Brien, T. Brennan, A. Phelan. 

(D) Report of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 8th October, 2004 

Cllr. B. Aylward gave an outline of the items discussed at the meeting as follows:-

· Piltown Fiddown By Pass – Road Safety Plan 

· Landscaping of the Piltown/FIddown by pass

Cllr. B. Aylward proposed that the resolution adopted by the members at the area meeting be approved by the Council and forwarded to the NRA. This was agreed. 

“ That the Piltown Electoral Area members of Kilkenny County Council urge the  NRA to provide funding for the completion of the landscaping of the Piltown/Fiddown By Pass which would be carried out in a manner sympathetic to safety” 

Contribution by Cllr. T. Breathnach.

T. Gunning, Director of Service stated that Michael Egan from N.R.A. would attend the next meeting of the Council.  

Item 7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting. 
Mr. J. Dempsey, Head of Finance informed the members that a separate Development Contribution Scheme for the Western Environs Area would be published shortly. €63,000,000 was needed to fund infrastructure in the area. The Development Contributions Scheme is necessary to pay for this infrastructure. 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and agreed. “That Standing Orders be extended for ten minutes to allow discussion on this item to conclude”. 

Contributions by Cllrs. B. Aylward, P. Millea, T. Breathnach, T. Maher. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the proposed Development Contribution Scheme for the Western Environs Area be published”. 
Item 8 
Conferences:

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and agreed. 
Item 9 
Matters arising from minutes: 

None. 
Item 10
AOB 
None. 
Item 11 
Notices of Motion 
Agreed to defer to next meeting 

Meeting concluded at 5.15 p.m. 
Signed:

_______________




 Cathaoirleach 
Date:


__________

