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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 19th April, 2004 at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. B. Aylward. 

Also Present:
Cllrs. J. Cody, J. Brett, A.Cotterell, J. Murphy, M. Brett, A.Blackmore, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, C. Long, M. Carroll, 

J. Coonan, J. Brennan, P. Millea, D. Doyle, M. Doran, 

P. Fitzpatrick, M.H. Cavanagh, C. Connery, D. Dowling, 

T. Brennan, T. Maher, M. Lanigan, C. Phelan-Holden, 

P. Dunphy. 
Apologies:
Cllr. W. Ireland   
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager; J. McCormack, T. Walsh, 
T. Gunning, P. O’Neill, Directors of Service; D. McDonnell, Financial Management Accountant, D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, 
J. Gibbons, Administrative Officer.  
Votes of Sympathy:
Cllr. B. Aylward   proposed a vote of sympathy to Cllr. W. Ireland on the death of his nephew and to Richard & Eileen Ireland on the death of their son Joe Ireland.
The meeting was adjourned and the Members observed one minutes silence as a mark of respect for the late Joe Ireland.  

· Ann Walsh, Emil, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny, on the death of her father Billy Walsh. 
· Kitty Barden, Killinaspic, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny, on the death of her husband. James Barden. 
· Sean Walsh, Newtown, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny, on the death of his mother Mary Walsh.
· Paul Norris, Clogga, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny, on the death of his father Mick Norris. 
· The Dunphy Family, Deerpark, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Ger Dunphy. 

· Mrs. Walsh, Gaol Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Christy Walsh. 
· Mrs. K. Manning, Glenview, Johnswell, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Michael Manning. 
· Helen Martin, Chatsworth, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mrs. Mary Hosey. 
· Eileen Maher, Chatsworth, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her father Michael Maher. 

· Betty Moran, Ardra, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Paddy Moran. 
· Maureen Kenneally, Cotterstown, Knocktopher, Co. Kilkenny, on the death of her husband Edward Kenneally. 
· The Walsh Family, Powerswood, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. Mary Walsh. 
· The Walsh Family, Ballinerla, Kilmacow, Via Waterford on the death of 

 Mrs. Mary Walsh. 

· John Dunphy, Glendonnell, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Ger Dunphy. 
· Michael Dunphy, Buckstown, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of this brother Ger Dunphy. 
· Mrs. Helen Phelan, Tinnakilly, Robercon, Via New Ross, on the death of her mother Molly O’ Carroll. 
· Teresa Doyle, Earlsgrove, Knocktopher, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Tommy Doyle. 
· Mrs. Peggy Hoban, Main Street, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Tommy Hoban. 
· Mrs. Catherine Doyle, Main Street, Graignamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Mick Doyle. 
· Mrs. Nancy Dalton, Dangan Terrace, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband John Dalton.
· Mr. Nicholas Carroll, Borris Road, Graignamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Mary O’ Carroll. 

· Mr. Pat Kelly, c/o Ballyjohnboy, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Nellie Corrigan. 

· John Lanigan, Laurel Hill, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father Jack Lanigan. 
· Richard Haberlin, Drumdowney, Slieverue on the death of his mother Kathleen Haberlin.

· Tony & Teresa Grace, Tower Road, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. Eileen Grace. 

· Noel Martin, The Sandpits, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Joan Murphy and John Murphy. 

Cllr. B. Aylward thanked the members for their contributions to the afternoon tea/coffee break which will be donated to the Alzheimer’s Society

Item 1.
Confirmation of Minutes:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 22nd March, 2004
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 22nd March,  2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
Mr. P. O’ Neill, Director of Service informed the meeting that there is no need to include the amendment to clause 3.3 in the Bye-Laws for the collection, storage and presentation of household waste as this matter would be dealt with separately by legislation. 
(b) Minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 11th February 2004.
Proposed by Cllr. A. Cotterell, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of The Rural Water Monitoring  Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 11th February, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(c) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 26th February, 2004.  

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on the 26th February, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(d) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 15th March, 2004.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:-

“That the minutes of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on the 15th March, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- 
“That the notices of motion listed in item 3 of the minutes be referred back to the area meeting for further discussion”.  

(e) Minutes of SPC No. 1 – Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting, held on 25th March, 2004. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:-

“That the minutes of SPC. 1- Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee, held on 25th March, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
Item 2

Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council:
(a)
Housing & Property Disposal 

Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved:-

	
	(i)
 
	Disposal of interest in house at 5 Lintown Drive, Lintown Hall, Johnswell Road,  Kilkenny to Niall Salmon  in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (Notification issued to Members on 9th April 2004)



	
	(ii)
 
	Disposal of interest in house at 8 New Orchard, Kilkenny  to Damien & Ciara Gleeson in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (Notification issued to members on 9th April 2004)



	
	(iii)
 
	Disposal of interest in site at Ballyreddin, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny to Seamus Cleere for the sum of €35,000.

 (Notification issued to members on 9th April 2004) 



	
	(iv)
	Disposal of interest in lands at Moate Road, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny to Michael & Bridget Wall, Moate Road, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny for the purpose of rectifying the title to cottage plot, mapping error when house sold originally, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001. 



	
	(v)
	Disposal of interest in Plot No. 17 and Plot No. 18 – Piltown/Fiddown CPO for a consideration of €1.00 to Eleanor Nolan, Castle Park, Carrick-on-Suir (Report issued to members on 24th March 2004)



Cllr. A. Blackmore and Cllr. D. Dowling raised the matter of illegal encampments on areas left over after new roads have been constructed. 

It was agreed that a general policy would be prepared on this matter. 
(b)
Housing 
Proposed by Cllr. Joe Cody, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the raising of a loan of four million Euro (€4,000,000) from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts”. 
(c) Notification under Part XI Planning & Development Act 2000 

(i)      Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:- 

“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the construction of 24 new dwelling houses at Assumption Place, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny (as per report circulated) 

(ii)
“Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the construction of 4 new dwelling houses at Canal Road, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny. (as per report circulated)
(iii)  “Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the construction of 7 new dwelling

houses at Gowran Demesne, Co. Kilkenny as an extension of existing Greenview    Housing Scheme. (as per report circulated) 

(iv)     “Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the demolition of existing dwelling        
             and erect replacement dwelling at Kilcullen, Thomastown (as per report circulated)
Contributions by Cllrs: D. Doyle, T. Mullen. 

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service responded to query re: the provision of Affordable housing in Thomastown. 

(d) Planning 
(1) Draft Regional Planning Guidelines – 
Cllr. M. Lanigan stated that the Council had already made a detailed submission on the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines during the initial consultation stage.  A number of matters have come forward from the Strategic Policy Committee and it was agreed to bring these to a full Council Meeting for endorsement before making a further submission :- 
· The strengthening of the Inter Agency Group.

· The provision of a viable Regional Rail Network, linking Kilkenny, Waterford, Wexford and Clonmel. 

· The Streghening of the Health System with fully fledged general hospitals in the hubs of Kilkenny and Wexford. Research and development in the region to be supported and encouraged to relocate to the region. The establishment of a University for the South East is necessary to achieve this. 

· A re-statement on the status on Kilkenny City as a hub in accordance with the National Spatial Strategy. 

Contributions by Cllrs. B. Aylward, D. Doyle, J. Brett, T. Maher, D. Dowling, J. Coonan. 

Members complimented Cllr. M. Lanigan on the work he done as Chairman of SPC 1. 

M. Malone, County Manager acknowledged the work done by Cllr. M. Lanigan as Chairman and the other members of SPC 1 in putting together the Draft Report on the Regional Planning Guidelines. 

(ii) Fix date for Elected Members Workshop on the Review of the Retail Planning Strategy.
The Meeting was fixed for 4.00 p.m. on Thursday 29th April 2004 at the Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle. 

(iii) Taking in charge – Housing Estates 

Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Services informed the members that the Council are in the process of developing a protocol for the Taking in Charge of Housing Estates. Consultations are currently taking place with various groups including the CIF. The Council will be taking action including the calling in of funds and pursuing other legal remedies to deal with problems in a number of older housing estates i.e. Clarnwood, Park View, Sion Meadows, Greenfield’s Court etc.  

M. Malone, County Manager assured the members that these matters will be dealt with as expeditiously as possible. 

Contributions by Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, J. Murphy, M. Lanigan, M. Brett, D. Dowling, 
J. Coonan, T. Mullen, A. Blackmore, B. Aylward, D. Doyle, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Brett. 

(e) Roads 
Traffic Management Scheme for the R693 Freshford Road
Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved:-

“That the Traffic Management Plan for the R693 Freshford Road between the Granges Road Junction and the new entrance to St. Luke’s Hospital be hereby approved”

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:-

“That the Council examine the possibility of providing a pedestrian crossing from the Sycamores Housing Estate to Park View. 

It is also recommended that the roundabout at the Freshford Road near the entrance to the Sycamores be enhanced in the interest of safety. 
Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service stated that the provision of a pedestrian crossing would be subject to counts which will be commenced shortly. The roundabout on the Freshford Road will be painted. 
Contributions by Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, J. Coonan, C. Connery, P. Fitzpatrick. 

(f) Finance 
Treasury Mandate. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council with reference to Bank of Ireland (the “Bank”), Global Markets Mandate and Authority

Resolve that the Bank be and is hereby requested and authorised to enter into interest rate transactions as set out in the Banks Mandate and Authority Form, upon the signature of the Head of Finance/Acting Head of Finance”.

Item 3.
Urgent Correspondence. 

Cllr. J. Brett requested that the organisers of the Home & Garden Show at Warrington (Hughes Family) be facilitated with the issue of approval for the erection of directional signage at a number of locations to facilitate traffic management for the event.  

Proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. P. Millea and resolved:- 

“That the Council facilitate the Hughes Family, Warrington with regard to the erection of directional signage for the Home & Garden Show. 

Contributions by Cllrs. T. Mullen, D. Doyle, T. Maher, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, J. Cody, D. Dowling, M. Lanigan.

It was the unanimous view of the members that the policy on the erection of signage should be re-visited to allow for a category of exemption for such events. 

Mr. P. O’ Neill, Director of Service stated that the present policy was put in place to deal with the problem of the proliferation of signage around the County and has been very successful. It is the view of the Kilkenny Area Office that only 3 directional signs are necessary for this event but the organisers are looking for 30 signs. 

Mr. M. Malone, County Manager stated that the implementation of the policy must be the same for everybody He stated that the Council has interpreted the guidelines correctly. It was mentioned that a number of unauthorised signs have been erected at a number of locations relating to this event. It was agreed that Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service, Transport would investigate the number of directional signs necessary for this event in the interest of traffic management and safety. 

It was agreed that the resolution previously proposed by Cllr. J. Brett and seconded by 

Cllr. P. Millea be amended as:- 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Brett, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-

“ That the members request the County Manager to facilitate the organisers of the Home & Garden Exhibition event at Warrington with the provision of appropriate signage to facilitate proper traffic management and safety”.

(2) Cllr. J. Murphy referred to the recycling facilities at Graignamanagh which had been moved without discussion and where illegal dumping is now taking place. 

Mr. P’ O’ Neill, Director of Service stated that the recycling facilities will be moved from the current location and appropriate signage will be erected. The Council has surveillance people in the Griagnamanagh area and any person found dumping material will be prosecuted. 
In response to a question from Cllr. M. Lanigan, Mr. P. O’ Neill, Director of Service stated that a meeting is to take place between the Environment Staff, Kilkenny Borough Council, Gardai and South Eastern Health Board with the regard to developing a strategy to deal with the problem of unauthorised dumping in the Kilkenny City Area. 

Contributions by Cllrs. M. Lanigan, T. Mullen, C. Connery.

(3) Cllr. D. Doyle raised the matter of the removal of the recycling bins in Thomastown. 
Mr. P. O’ Neill, Director of Service stated that the paper banks in Thomastown had been removed following the introduction of kerbside collection in the area. The Council are actively looking for a site for a Civic Amenity Facility in the South of the County. 

(4) Cllr. B. Aylward stated that the Council had been awarded a grant from Failte Ireland of €519,793 for the Woodstock Gardens Restoration Project. The Council has committed a sum of €656,028 towards this project giving a total expenditure of €1,175,821 for Phase III of the Woodstock Gardens Restoration Project for 2004 -2006. This Grant is payable out of the National Development Plan 2000-2006 Tourism Product development Scheme 

The purpose of the grant is to facilitate Phase III of the restoration of Woodstock gardens which includes: the restoration of the Winter Garden, Arboretum, walled garden, flower terrace, boundary walls, rockery/pool area and monkey puzzle walk.
The restoration to date has been carried out to a very high standard with due respect to the Historical Integrity of the site and the awarding of this grant will enables the Council to proceed with Phase III plans to maintain Woodstock as a heritage garden and major heritage site for public enjoyment. 
The Works will commence in May and will be completed by December 2006. The terms of the grant and the works to be carried out under the Scheme will be finalised between Kilkenny County Council and Failte Ireland over the coming weeks. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That the Minister for Tourism be invited to Woodstock to announce details of the Grand Allocation for this project”.

Item 4 Business adjourned from a previous Meeting: 

Housing

Action Plan for Social & Affordable Housing 2004 -2008

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service gave a progress report on the preparation of an Action Plan for Social and Affordable Housing 2004-2008. The proposals will be discussed at the next Housing SPC Meeting and will come before the full Council at the May Meeting for discussion. 
Contribution by Cllr. T. Maher. 
Item 5 
Fix Dates and Times of Meetings. 

The Schedule of Meetings from April 2004 to June 2004 as circulated at the meeting was noted and agreed 
Item 6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council: 

(a) Report of Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 11th February 2004. 
Cllr. A. Cotterell stated that the following matters were discussed at the meeting:-

1. Rural Water Plan 
2. Progress Report Allocation – 2003
3. DBO update

(b) Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 15th March, 2004. 

 Cllr. J. Coonan stated that the following matters were discussed at the meeting:-

1. Roadwork’s Scheme 2004
2. Trees in Kilkenny Area. 
(c) Report of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 26th February, 2004. 

Cllr. J. Brett outlined the matters discussed at the meeting as follows:-

1.
Road Works Scheme 2004 

The members unanimously agreed the following resolutions:-

1. “ That the NRA be requested to prioritise the villages of Knocktopher and    Stoneyford for traffic calming, traffic management surfacing works”

2. “That Kilmoganny School be the designated school for signage treatment this year”. 
(d) Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 25th March 2004. 


Cllr. M. Lanigan stated that the following matters were discussed:-

1. Draft Regional Planning Guidelines

2. Local Area Plans

3. Rural Housing Policy

4. NRA signage  

Item 7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting. 
None 
Item 8 
Conferences:

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and agreed. 

Item 9 
Health Board Matters: 

Cllr. Cora Long extended congratulations to the Minster for Health on bringing in the smoking ban in public houses and restaurants etc. 
Item 10 
Matters arising from minutes: 

None. 

Item 11
AOB 
None
Item 12 
Notices of Motion 

08(03)
Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh. 

“ That the members of Kilkenny County Council call on the Government to protect the fundamental human rights of people with disabilities in Ireland and to end the widespread discrimination they experience in the provision of basic services by the State by introducing a rights-based Disability Bill”. 

- Item Deferred 

Notices of Motion from other Local Authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council: 

14(04)
Killarney Town Council (29/3/04)

“That Killarney Town Council call on the appropriate Authority to outlaw Text Gaming (for want of a better description) on mobile phones”.  

Noted 

15(04)
   Killarney Town Council (29/3/04)

“That Killarney Town Council call on the Minister for Agriculture to immediately introduce measures outlawing puppy farms”.

It was agreed that this motion should be amended to allow puppy farms which are properly regulated, and that a letter should issue to Killarney Town Council, expressing this view. 
The meeting concluded at 5.50 p.m.  

Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________

