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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16th February,  2004  at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.B. Aylward. 

Also Present:
Cllrs. P. Millea, M. Carroll, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Cody, J. Coonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, M. Doran, T. Maher, D. Doyle, J. Murphy, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, W. Ireland, D. Dowling, C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, A. Blackmore, P. Dunphy. 

Apologies:
Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, J. Brett. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager; J. McCormack, T. Walsh, 
T. Gunning, P. O’Neill, Directors of Service; J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, J. Wall, Senior Executive Engineer; D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner; M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer, A. Fitzpatrick, Administrative Officer, 

J. Gibbons, Administrative Officer.  
Cllr. T. Brennan extended congratulations to former Councillor John Fennelly who celebrated his 90th birthday recently. 

Cllr. B. Aylward, Chairman confirmed  he had sent a letter of congratulations to John Fennelly on behalf of the Members and Officials of the Council. 

Contributions by Cllrs. D. Dowling, T. Maher. 

Votes of Sympathy:
Cllr. J. Brennan proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Fr. Jerry Joyce former Parish Priest of Clogh, who died recently.  He stated that Fr. Joyce was involved in many major projects in the Clogh/Moneenroe Area.  He was a great community leader and worked continuously on behalf of the underprivileged.  He was a founder member of Kilkenny Community Radio. 

M. Malone, County Manager on behalf of himself and the officials extended the sympathy to the family of the late Fr. Jerry Joyce. 
Contributions by Cllrs. P. Millea, J. Cody, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, D. Dowling, P. Fitzpatrick, B. Aylward, P. Dunphy, D. Dowling, C. Connery, Catherine Phelan-Holden. 
The meeting was adjourned and the Members observed one minutes silence as a mark of respect for the late Fr. Jerry Joyce. 

· Hannah Ryan, Portnahully, Carrigeen, Waterford on the death of her sister Statia Deady. 

· Pat Walsh & Family, Carrigeen, via Waterford on the death of his mother Nellie Walsh. 
· The Daniels Family, Raheen, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of John Daniels. 
· Billy Phelan, Milltown, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Thomas Phelan. 

· John Murphy, New Houses, Slieverue, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Murphy. 
· Mrs. Connolly, Skeard, Kilmacow, via Waterford, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mrs. Annie O’Neill. 
· Mrs. Frances Bassett, Woodstock Gardens, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband George Bassett.

· Danny White, Kilmacshane, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Etty White. 
· Mrs. Anne Norris/Geraldine Phelan, Carriganurra, Slieverue, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Tom Norris. 
· The Jones Family, Rathkieran, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mary Foley. . 

· Pat Kinsella, Clogga, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father John Kinsella. 
· John Purcell, The Parade, Kilkenny on the death of his father Dr. Richard Purcell. 
· James Harding, Main Street, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father James Harding. 
· Mrs. F. Long, Mill House, Doninga, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Dick Long. 
· Catriona O’Keefe, Caranroe, The Rower on the death of Mrs. Katy O’Keefe. 
· Noel Murphy, Oak Road, Dukesmeadows, Kilkenny on the death of his wife Teresa Murphy. 
· Mr. and Mrs. N. O’Brien, Drakelands, Kilkenny on the death of their son Conor O’Brien.   
· Tyrrell Family, Wolfe Tone Street, Kilkenny on the death of Billy Tyrrell. 
· Mrs. Mary Conway, Myhora, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Frank Conway. 

· The White Family, Kilmacshane, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. Margaret White. 

The Chairman informed the Members that the Management Team and himself had met with the Oireachtas Members which was the first since the abolition of the dual mandate and that a schedule for further meetings had been agreed. 
Item 1.
Confirmation of Minutes:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 19th January,  2004. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 19th January,  2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 12th January, 2004. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 12th January, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(c) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing & Social Policy Meeting held on 20th January, 2004.  

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing & Social Policy Meeting held on 20th January, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(d) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy Meeting held on 20th January, 2004. 

Proposed by Cllr. W. Ireland, seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy Meeting held on 20th January, 2004,  copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
The Chairman gave permission for Cllr. T. Maher to raise an item on the outcome of the Councillors meeting with the private Refuse Collectors. Agreed that the C.P.G would examine the rules as laid down under Standing Orders on this issue at their next meeting. 
Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Service confirmed that the Contractors have given a commitment that the refuse collection service will be extended and provided to people who are willing to avail of the service subject to the route being viable.  (minimum of four householders per mile).
Contributions by Cllrs. D. Dowling, C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, T. Mullen, M. Lanigan, P. Dunphy, J. Brennan, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, C. Connery. 

Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council:


(a)
Housing & Property Disposal:

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved:- 

	
	(i)

	Disposal of interest in house at 13, Hawthorn Drive, Bellfield, Ferrybank, via Waterford to Laura Slattery in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. ((Notification issued to Members on 6/2/04) 



	
	(ii)


	Disposal of interest in house at 6, McDonagh Street, Kilkenny to Sandra Hoban. in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. ((Notification issued to Members on 6/2/04) 



	
	(iii)


	Disposal of interest in house at 37, Pococke Upper, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Adrian and Jennifer O’Connor in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. ((Notification issued to Members on 6/2/04) 



	
	(iv)
	Disposal of interest in house at 7, Garrincreen, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Laurena Hanley-Redmond in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. ((Notification issued to Members on 6/2/04) 



	
	(v)
	Disposal of interest in house at Lowhill, Ballinakill, via Portlaoise, Co.  Kilkenny to Edward and Mary Brannigan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. ((Notification issued to Members on 6/2/04) 



	
	(vi)
	Disposal of interest in house at Ballytarsney, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny to Stephen Greene, Killinaspic, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny for the sum of €70,000  in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.  (Report issued to Members on 30/1/04) 


(b) Notification under Planning and Development Act, 2000. 


Material Contravention of Kilkenny County Development Plan 2002 


Ref. No. in Register: P.03/746 
Applicants:  Lyrath Demense Ltd., C/o E.D.P.M. Consulting Engineers & Architectural Design, Village Business Centre, Upper New Street, Kilkenny
Mr. M. Malone, County Manager referred to his report of 9th February, 2004 with regard to the proposed development.  Should the Council decide to pass a resolution it shall be necessary that a number of the members of the Planning Authority voting in favour of the resolution is not less than three-quarters of the total number of the Members of the Planning Authority. 


Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-

“In accordance with section 34(6) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 that Kilkenny County Council hereby approve that a decision to grant Permission be made for development for a hotel and multi purpose, function and conference centre with a total Gross Floor Area of 15,459 sq m on a site measuring 66.5 ha approximately at Lyrath House (Protected Structure under Kilkenny County Development Plan 2002), Lyrath (ED Kilkenny), Lyrath (ED Clara) and Purcellsinch, Co. Kilkenny. The proposed development includes for the partial demolition, alterations and additions and a change of use (from residential to hotel) to an existing two storey building known as Lyrath House (Protected Structure) with an existing GFA 1,432 sq m. The proposed hotel development will consist of an extension comprising 137 no. bedroom units and ancillary facilities which are attached to the rear of Lyrath House (Protected Structure) and comprises a three and four storey building extending to the north and east. The proposed multi purpose, function and conference centre (GFA 2,966 sqm), is a one storey building, attached to the southeastern side of the proposed hotel, extending to the east and south.  Uses ancillary to the hotel and multi purpose function center (inclusive of those located within Lyrath House), include 2 no. Bars, Banquet Room, a Business Centre, a Games Room, a Gymnasium, a Hair Dresser, a Jacuzzi, 2 no. Lounge Areas, 8 No. Meeting Rooms, a Morning Room, a Swimming Pool, a Private Dining room, a Relaxation Room, a Reading Room, 3 no. Reception Areas, a Restaurant, a Shop and a Steam Room.  Other ancillary facilities include offices, plant rooms, storerooms, toilets changing rooms, kitchens, a loading dock and staff rooms.  It is also proposed to locate ancillary structures outside the main complex including a generator, a substation and a single storey security building.  These are located on the south western side of the proposed multi function conference center.  Demolition works to Lyrath House (Protected Structure) include a portion of the southern wing – including part of the existing caretaker’s accommodation, internal walls in the kitchen, the access stairs on the northern wing and a flat roofed toilet block to the rear of the proposed reception lobby.  Alterations and additions include the closing up of a number of existing door and window openings and the formation of new door and window openings on the southern wing, the provision of a new hotel entrance and reception in place of the existing caretakers accommodation on the southern wing which includes partial demolition of internal and external walls and a new porte cochere extending to the south, the opening of a new entry to the proposed bar and the removal of a dressing room and ensuite in the proposed lounge on the first floor and the enclosure and modification of the existing courtyard (including the provision of a new roof structure and the removal of a wall and gates) to form part of the reception area.  It is also proposed to demolish 4 no. outbuildings including 2 no. barns, a milking parlour and an agricultural store.  A total of 325 no. surface level car parking spaces are proposed, including 69 no. within the existing walled garden (including demolition of a section of wall to provide a new entrance/exit) and 256 no. spaces to the south of the proposed multi purpose, function and conference center.  Access to the site is proposed from a new vehicular access point and entrance road via a proposed roundabout on the N10 (Dublin Road).  The new entrance road will connect with the existing private access road, which is to be partially widened from 3.5 to 6 metres.  The existing entrance will be retained for pedestrian use only.  Landscaping works are to be provided to the surrounding grounds.  The proposed development also includes, a pumping station and holding tank within the site and a foul rising main from the proposed development to existing public foul mains at Middleknock and connection to public water mains at Middleknock, ducting for telecommunications and the provision of gas supply from Middleknock to the proposed development (all services will run adjacent to the N10 passing through Leggettsrath West, Leggettsrath, Purcellsinch and Lyrath (E.D. Clara).  Surface water drainage to soakaways within the curtilage of the site. 
Those voting in favour of the material contravention:- 

Cllrs. P. Millea, M. Carroll, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Cody, J. Coonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, M. Doran, T. Maher, D. Doyle, J. Murphy, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, W. Ireland, D. Dowling, C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, A. Blackmore, P. Dunphy. 

Those voting against the material contravention:-

None.

The material contravention was carried. 

2 (c)
Western Envrions Proposed Local Area Plan – Consideration of Submissions. 

Mr. D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner; Orla O’Callaghan, O’Mahony Pike Consultants; Kieran Rush, Brady Shipman Martin, Consultants were present. 
Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner gave a presentation on the process to   date and confirmed that the County Manager’s Report on the submissions received was sent to Members on 26th January, 2004.  If the two supporting documents dealing with Urban Design Framework and Infrastructure were placed on public display in January 04 and submissions received are presently being considered.  
Contributions by Cllrs. J. Cody, P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, J. Coonan. 

It was proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-

“We the Members of Kilkenny County Council having considered the proposal to make a Local Area Plan for the Western Environs under Section 18 tof the Planning & Development Act, 2000, having considered the County Manager’s Report on the Proposed Plan and on the written submissions, consider that the proposal should be varied or modified in accordance with our decisions made at meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 16th February, 2004 and consider that such variations or modifications if made would result in a material alteration of the proposal, do hereby resolve that the procedures under Section 20 (3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 is amended by Section 9 (e) – (f) of the planning & Development (Amendment) Act, 2002 be implemented”. 

It was also recommended that a local area plan be prepared for the Loughmacask area, as soon as possible.   It was agreed that this matter would be discussed at the next SPC meeting.  

2 (d)
Extinguishment of Public Right-of-Way under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993. 


Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-


“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the proposal to publish Notice of Intention to extinguish the public right-of-way at the following location:-

Section of laneway at Smithsland South & Archerstreet Lot (LP 2610) – adjoining a residential property”. (Report issued to Members on 6th February, 2004).

Item 3.
Urgent Correspondence. 

In reply to Cllr. M. Doran, Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Service outlined the Council’s policy regarding the temporary replacement of staff absent on sick leave.
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Maher  it was agreed that a deputation from the L’arche Community  would be received at 2.30 p.m. on 22nd March, prior to the Council Meeting. 

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Cody it was agreed that representatives from the County Kilkenny Access Committee would  attend the next Council Meeting as observers.  
In reply to Cllr. J. Coonan Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service stated that improvement works on the road from the roundabout on the Castlecomer Road to Newpark, would require the acquisition of gardens.  Furthermore EU 
Co-finance funding would have to be sought for this work.  

In reply to Cllr. C. Long Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service stated that the Council had recently advertised for the appointment of Consulting Engineers for the Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme and it was hoped to have this process completed shortly. 

On the proposal of Cllr. M. Lanigan it was agreed to receive a deputation at 
2.45 p.m. on 22nd March prior to the Council Meeting from Comhairle na bPaisti.
In reply to Cllr. D. Dowling Mr. M. Malone, County Manager stated that the Development Contribution Scheme was prepared in a very transparent manner and Exemptions were granted on extensions up to 40 sq. m. in floor area.    It was considered that the scheme as adopted was fair and equitable.
Item 4 
Business adjourned from a previous Meeting: 


(a) Business adjourned from meeting of 15th December, 2003. 
(i) Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, 


Tourism & Education Policy Meeting held on 9th October, 2003. 

Cllr. D. Dowling outlined the matters discussed at the meeting, as follows:-



1. 
Heritage Forum.


2.
Arts Strategy. 
(ii)
Report of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 24th October, 2003. 



Cllr. D. Dowling outlined the issues discussed at the meeting as follows:-

1) St. Michael’s Theatre, New Ross – The committee recommended 
that a sum of €2,000 be made available under Section 6 Grant or Arts 
Grant. 

2) Invitation to be sent to Mr. Seamus Brennan, T.D. Minister for 



Transport to officially open the Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass. 

3) The decision to proceed with the installation of a mini roundabout at 

Granny Junction was welcomed 

4) The decision of the OPW to proceed with the Pill River Drainage 

Feasibility Study was welcomed. 

 (iii)
Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 -  Environmental Policy  Meeting held on 5th November, 2003. 


Cllr. C. Connery outlined the issues raised at the meeting as follows:- 

· Presentation by Freshford 20/20 on the Green House Digester Project. 

· The Sludge Management Plan for Kilkenny 
· Draft Water Services Investment Programme – 


Assessment of Needs 

· Philip O’Neill gave details of the new temporary signage policy 


operating since 1st October, 2003. 

· The Draft Litter Management Plan 2003 – 2006
 

· Draft bye-laws for the control of collection and storage of household   waste 

(iv)
Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 10th November, 2003. 


Cllr. J. Coonan outlined the matters discussed at the meeting:- 

· Deputation received from St. Patrick’s Parish regarding  proposals for 

the development of a Community Centre adjacent to St. Fiacre’s Church, Loughboy. 
· Purcellsinch Treatment Plant. 

· Contributions by Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, J. Cody and P. 


Millea.
(v)
Report of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th November, 2003. 

Cllr. T. Brennan stated that the following matters were discussed at the meeting:- 

· Development  Contribution Scheme. 
· Housing Maintenance Report. 

· Presentation was made on the proposed local area plans for Inistioge 


and Ballyhale. 

(vi)
Report of Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st December, 2003. 

Cllr. T. Maher stated that the following matters were discussed:- 

1) Development Contribution Scheme.  Proposals for the expenditure of the roads element of the development contribution budget. 

2) The Draft Traffic Management Plan for Callan. 

3) Roads and related matters. 

4) Kilmanagh Depot. 

5) Housing Maintenance Report.

Contribution by Cllr. P. Millea. 
 (vii)Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st December, 2003. 

Cllr. J. Coonan stated that the meeting discussed monies allocated to the Kilkenny Electoral Area under the Development Contribution Scheme.  A scheme of priorities on the allocation for roads was agreed for 2004. 


Contributions by Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, M. Lanigan, T. Mullen. 

 (viii)Report of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 10th  December, 2003. 

Cllr. D. Dowling stated that the following matters were discussed at the meeting:- 

· New Library for South Kilkenny to be located in Mullinavat.
· The following resolutions were adopted – 

1) “That Kilkenny County Council write to the N. R. A. and request that road markings be installed on the Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass with a view to making the right hand turning junction safer and that this be undertaken as a matter of urgency”. 

2) “That the Members of the Piltown Electoral Area wish to formally invite Mr. Seamus Brennan, TD,  Minister for Transport to officially open the Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass”. 

· Proposed expenditure for the roads element of the Development Contribution Budget was approved by the Members. 

(b) 

Business adjourned from meeting of 19th January, 2004.  

(i) Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Meeting held on 20th November, 2003. 
Cllr. M. Lanigan stated that the following matters were discussed at the meeting:-

· Presentation by Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner on the 


proposed Local Area Plan for the Western Environs. 

(ii) Report of Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st December, 2003. 
Cllr. J. Brennan stated that the following matters were discussed at the meeting:-

1) Reception of Deputation from Byrnesgrove Residents re dangerous bend on the R694 at Byrnesgrove.

2) Draft 2004 Capital Budget – Development Contritubions 

3) Extinguishment of right-of-way at Coon East. 

4) Housing Maintenance. 

5) Presentation of Local Area Plans for Ballyragget and Urlingford. 

(iii)  Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Policy Meeting held on 10th December, 2003. 
Cllr. T. Brennan stated that the following matters were discussed at the meeting:-

1) Heritage Plan Process.
2) Arts Programme/Strategy 
3) Sports Partnership: 

Item 5 
Fix Dates and Times of Meetings. 

(i) Schedule of meetings from February 2004 to April 2004  were agreed subject to the following changes – 
The Council Meeting scheduled for 15th March changed to 22nd March, 2004. 

Cllr. M. Lanigan stated that the SPC 1 meeting scheduled for 25th March 2004 was not on list.   This was noted. 

(ii) The following dates for Electoral Area Meeting to consider the Road Works Scheme 2004 were agreed:- 

Kilkenny Electoral Area 

-
15th March, 2004 at 2 p.m. 
Piltown Electoral Area

-
20th February, 2004 at 4 p.m. 

Callan Electoral Area

-
26th February, 2004 at 11.30 a.m. 

Ballyragget Electoral Area
-
1st March, 2004 at 11.30 a.m. 

Thomastown Electoral Area
-
25th February, 2004 at 3.00 p.m. 
Item 6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council: 

(a) Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 12th 


January, 2004. 

Cllr. J. Coonan outlined the matters discussed at the meeting as follows:-

· Extinguishment of public right-of-way at Bohernatownish Road, 


Loughboy. 

· Amenity area at Glendine Heights. 

· Notices of Motion by Cllr. J. Coonan

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and agreed:-

“That the path on the Circular Road from Conshan Housing Estate to the Ballycallan Road and from the entrance at Kilcreene Hospital to left turn (at pump) – Lower Drakelands be restored and provision for adequate public lighting at both locations”.                                                     
It was stated that the minute should be amended to reflect that the proposal was unanimously endorsed by the Committee Members. 
· Public Lighting Scheme

· Playground for the Kilkenny Area. 

· Election of Cllr. J. Coonan as Chairman of Kilkenny Electoral Area 


Committee for 2004. 

· N77 Kilkenny Ring Road Extension. 

· Pruning of Trees in Kilkenny Area and footpath repair work associated 


with overgrown trees. 

· Hedge Trimming. 

· Traffic Management Scheme - disruption to traffic as a result of 

necessary road works associated with two projects namely (a) Broadband and (b) River Nore Flood Relief Scheme. 
Contributions by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. M. Lanigan, Cllr. P. Cuddihy.
It was proposed by Cllr. T. Mullen, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That a letter be sent to the Minister for Transport requesting that a deputation be received from Kilkenny County Council regarding the completion of the N77 Kilkenny Ring Road Extension”.

Cllr. M. Lanigan requested and agreed that the priority list for public lighting be on the Agenda for the March Meeting of the Council. 

(b) Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing  Social Policy 


Committee Meeting held on 20th January, 2004. 

Cllr. T. Mullen outlined items discussed as follows:-


  Mr. Michael Saunders, MABS Co-ordinator and Ms. Julia Heffernan, 

 Money Advisor made a presentation to the Members on the role and aims  of    MABS. 

Cllr. J. Brennan congratulated Liam Keane on his new appointment to the South Eastern Health Board.  He also praised the work he had done during his period of employment with Kilkenny County Council.   All Members wished to be associated with the congratulations to Liam Keane. 

M. Malone, County Manager also wished to acknowledge the excellent work done by Liam Keane as Social Worker with the Council.   He stated that the position of Social Worker was advertised and interviews were held recently.  A decision on an appointment will be made shortly. 

(c)
Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Transportation Policy 


Meeting held on 20th January, 2004.


Cllr. P. Dunphy outlined the matters discussed as follows:-

1) Presentation by South East on Track. 
2) Road Safety.

3) Update on National Roads - i.e. N8, N9 and Kilkenny Ring Road Extension. 

Contribution by Cllr. M. Carroll 

Item 7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting. 
Sanitary Services. 
Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland – EPA Report on Year 2002. 

Contributions by Cllrs. M. Lanigan, P. Dunphy, J. Brennan, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, C. Connery were responded to by Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service. 

Item 8 
Conferences:


Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by  Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and agreed. 

It was agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow time to complete the Agenda.
Item 9 
Health Board Matters: 


None 
Item 10 
Any Other Business: 

Cllr. M. Carroll raised the matter of the recent fire at Bergin’s Meat Plant in Urlingford.  He urged the Council to be pro-active in assisting the reconstruction of the plant. 
Mr. M. Malone, County Manager stated that he had visited the site recently.  He praised the work of the Fire Service in bringing the fire under control quickly.  The Council are aware of the problems and will endeavour to be of assistance. 
Item 11 
Notices of Motion: 


13 (02)

Cllrs. D. Dowling, J. P. Phelan, P. Dunphy, B. Aylward, C. Long, A. Blackmore. 



Knockmoylan/Gorrhue Railway Level Crossing

“That Kilkenny County Council enters into meaningful negotiation with C.I.E. to promote:

(a) Safety in its use by the Public

(b) Promote the use of modern technology in its operation to ensure convenience for local users. 

It was agreed that there was no need to proceed with this Notice of Motion as the matter had been dealt with previously. 


06 (03)

Cllrs. P. Dunphy, D. Dowling, P. Hogan, J. P. Phelan.
“That Kilkenny County Council reject any attempt by Waterford Corporation to promote or seek a boundary extension into South Kilkenny”. 


This motion was unanimously agreed. 


07 (03)

Cllrs. R. Dowling, J. McGuinness, C. Long, J. Murphy, J. Brennan, T. Maher, M.H. Cavanagh, C. Connery, P. Cuddihy, P. Dunphy, J. Coonan, M. Carroll, M. Doran, A. Blackmore, T. Mullen, 



B. Aylward. 

Cllr. P. Dunphy requested that the Motion be amended to reflect the implications for local communities of cutbacks in the Community Employment Scheme.  This was agreed. 

The revised wording for the Motion is as follows:- 


“That Kilkenny County Council calls on the General Council of County Councils to inform the Government that the cutbacks on C.E.S. and Social Economy have far-reaching implications for local communities  throughout the country”. 
The  Committees reviewing the work of C.E.S. type schemes are not representative of the workers involved or the communities for which they work. 


We call on all political parties to look at C.E.S. Schemes in their broadest and most important context and ask for wide-reaching consultation before any decisions are made.


We call on them to ask the Government to re-think and re-consider these cutbacks”. 


Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. C. Coonan and agreed. 


08 (03)


Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh.

“That the Members of Kilkenny County Council call on the Government to protect the fundamental human rights of people with disabilities in Ireland and to end the widespread discrimination they experience in the provision of basic services by the State by introducing a rights-based Disability Bill”. 


It was agreed to defer this Notice of Motion to the next meeting. 


09 (03) 


Cllr. C. Connery, Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Cllr. J. Brennan, Cllr. T. Maher, Cllr. B. Ireland, Cllr. P. Dunphy, Cllr. D. Dowling, Cllr. M. Brett, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. A. Cotterell, 


Cllr. T. Maher. 

“That Kilkenny County Council deplores the cutbacks in the Community Employment Programme and calls on the Government to provide the funding to maintain the number of places on this programme at 2002 levels. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and agreed. 

Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council:

01 (04)

Laois County Council (16/01/04) 


“That Laois County Council fully supports the Association of Health Boards in Ireland recognising the important role that Local Authority Members have played in the delivery of our health services.  To this end, we inform the Minister for the Environment of our concern at the lack of Local Authority input into the Government’s Health Service Reform Programme and request that he intervene with the Minister for Health & Children and his cabinet colleagues in ensuring that local democratic representation be part and parcel of any Health Service Reform Package.  Also that we as a Local Authority with a proven track record of our members contribution to the health services enlist the support of all other local authorities to support this objective”. 


Matter was noted. 

02 (04)

Killarney Town Council (23/01/04) 


“That Killarney Town Council calls on the appropriate Minister to modify the requirements of the NCT testing process in the interests of fairness to motorists”. 


The Members agreed that the Notice of Motion should be expanded to the effect that testing processes be examined on a test centre by test centre basis.


On the proposition of Cllr. M. Carroll it was agreed that the motion should be amended to request that the Minister reduce fees for NCT testing for Old Age Pensioners. 


Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. M. Carroll and agreed:-


“That a letter be sent to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to modify the requirements of the NCT Testing process in the interest of fairness to motorists and that an examination of the processes be carried out on a test centre by test centre basis.  That the charge for NCT Testing for Old Age Pensioners be reduced”. 

03 (04)

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (29/01/04) 


“That Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council views with concern the intention by the Minister for the Environment & Local Government to review the 1997 Electoral Act to increase the amounts of financial donations from the corporate sector to political parties and that this Council further agrees that any such review will further diminish public trust in the democratic system.  That this Council conveys by letter to the Minister its outright opposition to any such proposed increases in corporate donations”. 


The matter was noted.  
04 (04)

Cork City Council (29/01/04) 


“That Cork County Council would support the motion that the official Irish National Anthem, where appropriate, be played on all occasions when Irish teams are competing internationally in all sporting codes”. 


The matter was noted. 

05 (04)

Offaly County Council (03/02/04) 


“That Offaly County Council calls on the Minister for Communications to review the criteria for his latest broadband proposals to (a) reduce the number of users required to qualify for Group Broadband Scheme and (b) reduce qualifying town population figures from 1500 to 1000”. 

It was agreed to write to the Minister for Communications in support of this motion. 
The meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.  

Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________

