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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 19th January,  2004  at 3.00 p.m.  in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr.B. Aylward. 

Also Present:
Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, P. Millea, M. Carroll, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Cody, J. Coonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, T. Mullen, M. Doran, J. Brett, T. Maher, D. Doyle, J. Murphy, T. Brennan, A. Cotterell, W. Ireland, D. Dowling, C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, A. Blackmore, P. Dunphy. 
In Attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager; J. McCormack, T. Walsh, 
T. Gunning, P. O’Neill, Directors of Service; J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, K. Hanley, Head of I.T.; M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator,  J. Gibbons, Administrative Officer.  
Votes of Sympathy:
Cllr. B. Aylward proposed a vote of sympathy to Joan Mannion and family, Bennettsbridge Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Oliver Mannion, Senior Engineer, who had in excess of thirty years service with Kilkenny Local Authorities. 

M. Malone, County Manager stated that Oliver Mannion had made an enormous contribution to the work of Kilkenny Local Authorities during his period of service.

Mr. T. Gunning, Senior Engineer stated that Oliver Mannion would be missed by all his colleagues in the Council. 
Contributions by Cllrs. C. Connery, P. Millea, D. Dowling, D. Doyle, T. Mullen, J. Cody, M. H. Cavanagh. 

The meeting was adjourned for ten minutes as a mark of respect for the late Oliver Mannion, Senior Engineer.

The sympathy of the Council was also extended to the following:-
· Mrs. A. Breen, 70, Newpark, Kilkenny on the death of her sister Mary Dunphy, Kilkenny Street, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny, former Clerical Officer with Kilkenny County Council, who died recently. 

Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Service stated that Mary Dunphy was a very dedicated and knowledgeable public official, who worked in many departments within the Council during her period of service. 
· Cllr. Betty Manning, Castle Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Tom Manning. 
· The Breen Family, Six Mile Bridge, Co. Clare on the death of Mike Breen.  

· Mrs. N. Mulhall, Golf Links Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Nicky Mulhall. 
· The Hayes Family, Newpark Close, Kilkenny on the death of Johanna Hayes. 
· The Nagle Family, 31, Newpark, Kilkenny on the death of David Nagle. 
· The Walsh Family, Cypress Grove, Kilkenny on the death of Breda Walsh.

· The Barry Family, Fiacres Place, Kilkenny on the death of their father Tom Barry. 

· Tom McGuinness, Maudlin Street, Kilkenny on the death of his wife Petra McGuinness. 

· Peggy Power, Hillside View, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband John Power. 

· Billy Brennan & Family, Webbsboro, Ballyfoyle, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Catherine Brennan. 

· Denis Drennan, Parksgrove, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his sister Kitty Kelly

· Myra O’Byrne, Goslingstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Fintan O’Byrne. 

· Martin Brennan, Lismaine, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Catherine Brennan. 

· John Brennan Snr. & Family, Lisnafunchion, Conahy, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Catherine Brennan. 

· Michael and Margaret Dermody, Kilmanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their son John Séan Dermody. 

· John Murphy, 5, New Houses, Slieverue Village, via Waterford on the death of Bridget Murphy. 

· William Phelan, Milltown, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Thomas Phelan. 

· Betty & Pat Walsh, Abbeylands, Ferrybank, Waterford on the death of Catherine Hicks. 

· Noreen Bergin, Graine, Urlingford, via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Ken Bergin. 

· John  Barden, Laurel View, Danesfort, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mary Barden. 

· Mrs. Tess Power, Graine, Urlingford, via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mary Power. 

· Mrs. Daphney Coad, Kilcross, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Brian Coad. 

· Mrs. Margaret Galway, Knockard, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her daughter Martina Galway. 

· Mr. Jim Kearney Jnr., Oldtown, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father Jim Kearney. 
· Mrs. Christy Beck, Ladywell, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Christy Beck.  

·  Joe Keever, The Ra, Owning, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death  of his father Patrick Keever. . 
· John Falconer, Clonmore, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father John Falconer. 
· Matt Crotty, The Post Office, The Rower, Co. Kilkenny on the death of A. J. Crotty. 

· Cole Family, Graigue Road, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Brian Cole. 
· Sheila Coady & Family, Harristown, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Tommy Coady. 

· Marian O’Neill & Family, Harristown, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Joe O’Neill. 

· Eileen O’Neill & Family, Parkmore, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny on the death of John O’Neill. 

Item 1 – 
Confirmation of Minutes. 

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 15th December,  2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 15th December,  2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on 20th November, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Committee Meeting held on 20th November, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(c) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st December, 2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st December, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(d) Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Policy Meeting held on 10th December,  2003. 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Policy Meeting held on 10th December, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
(e) Minutes of Statutory Budget 2004 Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Friday 12th December, 2003.  

Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-  

“That the minutes of the Statutory Budget 2004 Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Friday 12th December, 2003, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
Item 2
Business Prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council:


(a)
Housing & Property Disposal:

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. A. Blackmore and resolved:- 

(i) Disposal of interest in house at 24, Ossory Park, Kilkenny to Martin Franklin and Elizabeth Leahy in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (Notification issued to Members on 9/1/04).  

(ii)Disposal of interest in house at Mill Road, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny to 

Maura Lee in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme. (Notification issued to Members on 9/1/04). 

 (iii)Disposal of interest in house at 64, Rosewood, Johnswell Road, 

Kilkenny to Gerard Egars & Claire O’Brien in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme.  (Notification issued to members on 9/1/04) 
 (b) 
Notification under Part VIII (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001. 
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-
“That the Traffic Management Plan for Waterford Road, including Nuncio Road, Bohernatownish Road and Outrath Road, Kilkenny City (as per attached map) be hereby approved. 

Contributions by Cllrs. M. Lanigan, T. Mullen, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Brett. 
 (c) 
Sanitary Services. 


Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-
“That the Council take in charge Drakelands Middle Group Water Scheme subject to the normal conditions”. 

  (d)
Environment. 

Members of the Council expressed their dissatisfaction with a number of aspects regarding the refuse collection service in County Kilkenny and other related matters as follows:- 
· Problems with the collection of refuse in the South Kilkenny area by Rainbow 

Refuse – Service was unreliable and service had been stopped in parts of the Mullinavat area last November. 

· Members were given an undertaking when this service was privatised that 

houses which had a service at that time would continue to receive such a service. 

· Increase in cost of recycling bags from €1 to €1.50. 

· Illegal dumping at Bring Centres/Use of mobile cameras. 
· On the spot fines for illegal dumping should be increased. 

· Contractors should give notice to the Council of any increase in their 

collection charges. 

· The proposed bye-laws relating to the collection, storage and presentation of 

household waste and related waste management matters should not be applicable to areas where a refuse collection service is not available. 

Contributions by Cllrs. C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, J. Murphy, C. Connery, T. Mullen, D. Dowling, P. Dunphy, M. Lanigan, T. Maher, A. Blackmore, P. Cuddihy, B. Aylward, J. Coonan, M. Doran, J. Brett, J. Cody, M. Brett, T. Brennan, T. Mullen, C. Connery, P. Fitzpatrick. 
Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Service responded to the matters raised as follows:-

· The recycling bag charge of €1.50 is considered reasonable and compares 

favourably with similar charges in other counties.  

· Material illegally dumped at the Bring Centres will be cleaned up.  
The use of mobile cameras at such facilities to monitor illegal dumping will be considered.  Environment Enforcement Team has been set up to deal with the problem of illegal dumping etc. 
· The contract with Rehab for the collection of recyclable material at the Bring 

Centres will be re-negotiated as such facilities are now being used by increasing numbers.  

· Under the Waste Collection (Permit) Regulations 2001 a Waste 

Contractor can apply for a permit.  If the Contractor complies with the criteria, a permit may be granted.  Permit holders can compete with each other in any specific area.  The permit is not a contract.  The permits are renewable in May 2004. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. J. Brett and resolved:-

“That P. O’Neill, Director of Service, Cllr. B. Aylward, Chairman and Cllr. C. Connery, Chairperson of SPC 3 Environmental Policy including Sanitary Services, Fire Services, Emergency Planning meet with all the Refuse Contractors operating in the County regarding the matters raised by the Members and that the Chairman report back to the next meeting of the Council”. 

It was agreed that the adoption of the proposed bye-laws relating to the collection, storage and presentation of household waste and related waste management matters be deferred. 

  2 (e)
County Development Board. 

Mr. T. Walsh, Director of Service stated that the County Development Board is a partnership between local authorities, State Agencies, Social Partners and Local Development.  The membership of the County Development Board is as follows:-



Local Government 

  8 



Local Development

  7 



State Agencies


10 



Social Partners

  5 







---

Total Membership

30 

The legislative basis for the structure and function of the County Development Board is contained in the Local Government Act 2001.  The main task of the County Development Board is the preparation and implementation of a Strategy for the Economic, Social and Cultural Developments in County Kilkenny 2002 – 2012.  The aim is to have local input and local accountability in the delivery of public services administered at local level.  Within the County Development Board there are sub-structures comprising of the following:-

Social Inclusion Measures


Citizen and Community Well Being


Education Training and Personal Development


Income – Wealth generation in Employment. 


County Childcare Committee. 


Rapid Programme. 

The Rapid Strategic Plan is presently in the process of being implemented with a number of projects prioritised and approved.   Examples of projects approved vary from Education, Child Care, Staffing Grants, and Training etc.  There is a need for a rural equivalent.  

The County Development Board Mission Statement is as follows:-
“To empower the Kilkenny Community to take more control of the issues that impact on their daily lives and to recognise the positive mutual dependency and synergy between County and City. 

To encourage a broadening vision beyond the confines of single agencies and organisations and to encourage full public consultation and a spirit of true partnership. 

To underpin all actions with an ethos of equity and access for all and to consolidate and increase the cultural and economic wealth of the County.” 

The work of the County Development Board is linked to the local authorities through the Corporate Policy Group and Strategic Policy Committees.  
After the local elections in 2004, new Strategic Policy Committees and a new County Development Board will be formed. 
Mr. T. Walsh also acknowledged the contribution made by Cllr. M. Lanigan as Chairman of the County Development Board. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved:-

“That an invitation issue to four delegates from Comhairle na Paistí to attend the March Meeting of the Council”. 

Item 3.
Urgent Correspondence. 

Cllr. A. Cotterell enquired if any approach had been made by the Health & Safety Authority to the Council with regard to the decentralisation of their offices to Thomastown. 
Mr. M. Malone, County Manager stated that the Council, if requested, would assist in any way possible.  
Item 4 
Business adjourned from a previous Meeting: 


Items (i) to (viii) – deferred. 

	(i)
	Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Policy Meeting held on 9th October, 2003. 



	(ii)
	Report of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 24th October, 2003 



	(iii)
	Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environmental Policy Meeting held on 5th November, 2003. 



	(iv)
	Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on Monday 10th November, 2003. 



	(v)
	Report of Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th November, 2003 



	(vi)
	Report on Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st December, 2003 



	(vii)
	Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st December, 2003. 



	(viii)
	Report of Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 10th December, 2003.


Item 5 
Fix Dates and Times of Meetings. 


Schedule of meetings for January 2004 to March 2004 – agreed. 

Item 6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council: 


(a) (b) & (c)
-
deferred. 
	(a)
	Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 1 – Economic Development & Planning Meeting held on 20th November, 2003 



	(b)
	Report of Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 1st  December, 2003. 



	(c)
	Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 5 – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Policy Meeting held on 10th December, 2003. 


Item 7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting. 
(a) Launch of ePlan – Internet Planning Query System. 

Mr. Kevin Hanley, Head of Information Systems formally launched ePlan – Internet Planning Query System. 

Kilkenny County Council is the first local authority to have a fully digitised internet based GIS system in the country.  The system allows you to search by name, company name, planning reference number.  Details of how to search for planning applications and view maps online was outlined in the presentation. 

Kevin Hanley thanked the following who have worked on developing the project to date:-

Brendan Cunningham, GIS Project Leader;Mark O’Toole, Internet Project Leader; Fergus O’Hanrahan, Internet Developer and the Local Government Computer Services Board. 

The Members welcomed the ePlan – Internet Planning Query System.
Contributions Cllr. D. Dowling, M. Lanigan, M. Doran. 

(b) Presentation – Electronic Voting. 

Deferred. 

Item 8 
Conferences:


Proposed by Cllr. W. Ireland, seconded by  Cllr. J. Murphy and agreed. 

The meeting concluded at 6.20 p.m.  

Signed:

_______________




Chairman.

Date:


__________

