Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 17th July, 2006 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny. 

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. W. Ireland 

Also Present: 
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, 

 C. Connery, D. Doyle, P. Millea, D. Dowling, 

P. Fitzpatrick, J. Cody, M. O’ Brien, C. Phelan, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, M. Brett, 

T. Maher, J. Coonan, M. Noonan, C. Long, M. H. Cavanagh, J. Brennan, T. Brennan, M. Shortall and P. Cuddihy. 

Apologies:

Cllr. M. Lanigan. 

In attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, T. Walsh, 

T. Gunning, Directors of Service, 

J. Dempsey Head of Finance, P. Foley and A.M. Walsh A/Directors of Service, D. Malone A/Senior Planner, D. Morrissey Assistant Planner and A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator.

Votes of Sympathy 

· The Doyle Family, Ferrybank on the tragic death of their daughter Catherine Doyle,
· The Grace Family, Main Street, Piltown on the death of Mrs. Phylis Grace mother of Maria Grace, Thomastown Area Office.

·  May Ryan, Bawn, Johnstown, Via Thurles on the death of her husband Joseph Ryan. 
· Patrick Bergin, Lower Conahy, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Ellen (Nell) Bergin. 
· James Carroll & Family, Lisanfunchion, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mary Carroll. 

· Paddy Harding, Gragara, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Martin Brennan. 

· Michael & Ann O’ Regan & Family, Ballinora, Waterfall, Co. Cork. 

· The Bergin Family, St. Mary’s, Newpark, Kilkenny. 

· Mrs. McEvoy, Shellumsrath, Callan Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Johnny McEvoy. 

· Philip Aylward, Derrylackey, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Tom Doyle. 

· Stella Synnott, Ballyfacey, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Statsia Synnott. 

· Bridget O’ Shea, Cloncunny, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Patrick O’ Shea. 

During a discussion that followed the passing of the Vote of Sympathy in respect of the Doyle Family of Ferrybank on the tragic death of their daughter Catherine in a car accident near Hugginstown. It was Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and resolved:-  “That Road Safety be placed as an item for discussion at the September Meeting of Kilkenny County Council”. 
Contributions Cllrs. M. O’ Brien and Cathaoirleach Cllr. W. Ireland. 

Before the formal commencement of the meeting Cllr. Joe Cody announced to the members that it was his intention to resign his seat on Kilkenny County Council as and from the 31st August, 2006. He announced to the meeting that it was a difficult decision for him but he felt that it was the right time for him to step down. He thanked the Cathaoirleach and members from all parties together with the staff of Kilkenny County Council and invited all present to a function to be held after the meeting in Dempsey’s. 

Members from all sides joined with the Cathaoirleach in expressing their sadness at Cllr. Cody’s resignation. All members contributing spoke of his commitment to the electors he served, his wit during his time in the chamber and his courtesy to people he had dealings with. 

On behalf of the executive and staff of Kilkenny County Council the County Manager echoed the sentiments expressed by all members who contributed. 

Members contributing wished Cllr. Cody well in his future career and expressed their happiness that he was continuing in his role as Borough Councillor. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes – Dearbhú Miontuairiscí

(a) 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 19th June, 2006
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 19th June, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(b) Minutes of Annual Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 30th June, 2006. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Annual  Meeting  of Kilkenny County Council held on 30th June, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 12th June,, 2006 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of  Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on held  on 12th June, 2006  copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d)       Minutes of Housing Policy SPC 4 Meeting held on 13th June, 2006. 
           Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 


“That the minutes of Housing Policy SPC 4 Meeting held on 13th June, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted” 

(e)
Minutes of SPC 1 – Forward Planning & Development Meeting held on 15th June, 2006. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 


“That the minutes of SPC 1 Meeting held on 15th June, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted” 

(f) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 4th July, 2006. 
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 


“That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area  Meeting held on 4th July, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted” 

With regard to item 1(e) Minutes of SPC 1 Forward Planning & Development it was agreed that item 8 would be amended and the phrase “positive and negative input” would be replaced. 
2.
Business prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. 


Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó rúin an Chomairle. 

(a)  Housing and Other Disposal – Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 


Housing Disposal – Tithíocht Díuscairt

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and   resolved:- 

(i) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 129 Fiodh Mor, Abbeylands, Ferrybank, Via Waterford to Anthony Browne & Michelle Power in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 7th July 2006.

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Schoolhouse Road, Rosbercon, New Ross, Co. Wexford to John & Anne Berry in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 7th July 2006.

(iii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 36 Oakhill, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny to Eugene McNamara & Roisin ni Bhrian in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 7th July 2006.

(iv) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Haggard Road, Kells, Co. Kilkenny to James and Eileen Hegarty in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 7th July 2006.

(v) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at “Harrowville” Leggetsrath, Kilkenny to Gary & Natalie Grant in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 7th July 2006.

(vi) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 15 Oakwood Court, Parcnagowan, Outrath Road, Kilkenny to Ria Doheny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 7th July 2006”. Notification issued to members on 7th July 2006.

(b)  Housing - Tithíocht
   
Notification under Part 8 (Planning & Development) Act 2000 & Local Government (Planning & Development ) Regulations 2001 

 
(a) Notice of proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 5 No. Dwellings at Castlecomer Road, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny. Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved

Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Shortall and resolved:

Construction of Two Bay Fire Station at Kilkenny Road, Castlecomer.   

Contributions Cllrs. M. Shortall, J. Brennan, A. Phelan, P. Millea, M.H.   Cavanagh, C. Connery and M. O’ Brien. 

 (c)   Other Disposal
  (a) Disposal of interest in land - to Chesterbridge (report & revised resolution   circulated on 30th June) 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:- “That in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the disposal of property as shown hereunder shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified in the notice issued to members dated 30th June, 2006”.
Contributions: Cllr. T. Maher, P. Millea and M. O’ Brien. 
(d)  Housing – Tithíocht
(a)  Adoption of Revised Scheme of Letting Priorities
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That the revised Scheme of Letting Priorities is hereby adopted by Kilkenny County Council at its monthly meeting held on 17th July, 2006”. 
Following queries from various elected members the A/Director of Services Anne Maria Walsh informed the meeting regarding the process for adoption of this Revised Scheme of Letting Priorities which included a full discussion at the Housing SPC Presentation at two meetings of Kilkenny County Council where amendments were made followingon the draft scheme was discussed at a meeting of Kilkenny Borough Council where a subsequent amendments were made before returning to the SPC and eventually this meeting of Kilkenny County Council. It was agreed that it would be useful to give this document to the applicants on the housing list. 

Contributions Cllrs. P. Fitzpatrick, D. Dowling, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, C. Long, M. O’ Brien, B. Aylward and M. Brett. 
(e)   Corporate Affairs- Gnóthaí Corparáideacha


    (a) Appointment of Chairpersons to the following SPC’s 



Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services and Other –SPC 2

To fill the vacancy caused by resignation of Cllr. Pat Dunphy outgoing chair from this Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: “ That Cllr. Paul Cuddihy be appointed as Chair for SPC 2 as and from the date of this meeting i.e. 17th July, 2006. 
Environmental Policy including Fire Services and Emergency Planning – SPC 3 
To fill the vacancy caused by resignation of  Cllr. Catherine Connery outgoing Chair from this committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-“That Cllr. J. Brennan be and is hereby appointed of chair of SPC 3 as and from the date of this meeting i.e. 17th July, 2006. 

(b)   County Development Board 

To fill the vacancy caused by resignation of Cllr. Catherine Connery outgoing chair from this Board. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That Cllr. Paul Cuddihy is hereby appointed as Chair of the County Development Board subsequent to the ratification by the board at their meeting to be held on Friday 23rd July, 2006”. 

(f) Community & Enterprise - Pobal agus Fiontar
(a) Insurance cover for Community Facilities 

Deferred to the September Meeting. 

(g)
    Environment – Comhshaol 

        (a)  Historic Graveyard Grants 2006 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brennan   and resolved:-  “That Kilkenny County Council approves the payment of second round offers of Historic Graveyard Grants 2006 in accordance with the list circulated to the members”. 
During a discussion on this item it was suggested that if individuals were unsure as to whether a graveyard was historic they should contact Dearbhala Ledwidge the Heritage Officer. Members also expressed a view that there was a very useful booklet and there had been well attended seminars on historic graveyards and it was noted that the successful applicants had attended one of these seminars. 
Contributions Cllrs. D. Dowling, A. Phelan, T. Brennan, M. H. Cavanagh, M. Shortall, D. Doyle, P. Dunphy, C. Long. 
(b)  Amenity Grants 2006 – 2nd Round Offers 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H.  Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council approves the payment of second round offers of Amenity Grants 2006 in accordance with the list circulated to the members”. 
  (h)    Planning – Pleanáil

(a)  In accordance with Section 55 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 -Proposed Addition to Record of Protected Structures. Limekiln, Jerpoint West, Co. Kilkenny (Ref D161) 

Following full discussion on this item it was proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council reject the proposal of adding to the record of protected structures Limekiln, Jerpoint West, Co. Kilkenny as it was the view of members that there was insufficient information to proceed with an addition at this time” 


It was agreed that Kilkenny County Council would re advertise the proposed addition and that further discussions should take place between officers of the County Council and the landowner before this matter comes before the elected members at the September or October Meeting. During discussions on this item it was clarified by the County Manager and Mr. Pat Foley that the insurance of the property was the responsibility of the landowner. However, they would be eligible for a grant if this property was on the protected structures register. It was agreed that these issues would be raised during the discussions between Council officials and the landowner. 
(b) Draft Local Area Plans for Slieverue, Mullinavat and Stoneyford 

Draft Local Area Plans Slieverue and Mullinavat deferred. 
Draft Local Area Plan Stoneyford.

At this juncture the Cathoirleach informed the meeting that as he had a vested interest in this Draft Local Area Plan he would leave the meeting for this item. The Leas Cathaoirleach Cllr. Michael O’ Brien took the chair for this item. Following the report on the proposed Local Area Plan by Denis Malone A/Senior Planner where he went through various submissions and answered queries from the elected members. It was proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:- We the members of Kilkenny County Council Having considered the proposal to make a local area plan for Stoneyford under Section 18 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 and having considered the County Manager’s Report of the 17th July, 2006 on the proposed plan and the written submissions do hereby consider that the proposed local area plan should be varied and modified in accordance with the procedures under Section 20(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended by Section 9(e) – (f) of the Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2002 and with our decision made at a meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on the 17th July, 2006”. 

Contributions Cllrs. M. O’ Brien and T. Maher. 

(c) County Development Plan Timeframe  2008-2014 

At this juncture Mr. Denis Malone made a presentation to the meeting outlining the statutory timeframe for completing the County Development Plan for the years 2008-2014. It was agreed that a copy of this presentation would be circulated to all members 
    (i)    Roads -  Bóithre
(a) Declaration of Road to be a Public Road – Sion Hermitage, Sion Road, Kilkenny. 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council having considered the report of Mr. Tom Gunning, Director of services circulated with the agenda for the County Council meeting of 17th July, 2006 hereby declare under Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 Sion Hermitage, Sion Road, Kilkenny to be a public road”. 

(j) Finance - Airgeadas 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:- 
(a) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the raising of a loan of four million euro (€4,000,000) from the Housing Finance Agency plc. for any purpose authorized under the Housing Acts”.

(3)      Urgent Correspondence – Comhfhreagas Práinneach 

   None 

Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh raised the issue of the ESB cutting off supplies without adequate warning to its customers. It was agreed that Mr. Tom Gunning, Director of Services will raise this matter with the ESB. 

(4)  Business adjourned from a previous meeting – Gnó ar athló   ó chrinniú Roimhe seo. 

   None 

(5) Fix Dates and Times of Meetings – Dátaí agus Amanta do   chruinnithe a  shocru 

A schedule of meetings from July to September was agreed with one addition of the Thomastown Area Meeting which was fixed for the 31st July. 
(6) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council- Plé ar Thuairiscí  agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a) Report on Ballyragget Electoral Area Committee Meeting


held on 12th June, 2006. 
· It was agreed by the meeting that this report would be taken as read. Following a query from Cllr. M. Shortall, Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that he would puruse the matter of a bus bay at Scoil Brid Ballyragget with the relevant authorities. 
(b) Report on SPC 4 Housing & Social Policy Meeting held on 13th June, 2006. 
· It was agreed that this report would be taken as read in response to queries regarding the proposed siting of the horse project, Anne Maria Walsh informed the meeting that no information had been recevied as to the intended site for the horse farm. 
(c) Report on SPC 1 Forward Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 15th June, 2006. 
· It was agreed that this report would be taken as read 
(d)
   Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 4th July, 2006. 
· It was agreed that this report would be taken as read. 

In response to a query from Cllr. J. Coonan, Mr. P. Foley informed the meeting that he would take up the ongoing issue of litter at the Loughboy litter bank. 
 

(7)   Other Business set for the Notice convening the Meeting 

    Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe 


  None. 

(8)     Conferences – Comhdhálacha 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and agreed.  

(9) Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha  ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

None. 

(10) Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 

At this juncture the County Manager informed the meeting that Mr. Tom Gunning, Director of Services had announced that he would be retiring some time in September and this was possibly Mr. Gunning’s last meeting. He also informed the meeting that Mr. Pat Foley, Senior Engineer is to retire in October. The County manager publicly thanked both officials for their great contribution to Kilkenny County Council over the years. 
It was agreed that a briefing session would take place on Monday 31st July to discuss the Development Contribution Scheme. It was agreed that this meeting would take place at 2.00 p.m. It was agreed that following this briefing session there would be a public meeting to discuss the Draft Local Area Plans for Slieverue and Mullinavat. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
____________________________ 

_____________________

Cathaoirleach 



Date 

