Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 15th May, 2006 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny. 

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. M. Shortall 

Also Present: 
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, 
 C. Connery, D. Doyle, P. Millea, D. Dowling, 
P. Fitzpatrick, J. Cody, M. O’ Brien, C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, M. Brett, 
T. Maher, J. Coonan, M. Noonan, C. Long, M. Lanigan and W. Ireland, M. H. Cavanagh. 
Apologies:

Cllrs. J. Brennan, T. Brennan and P. Cuddihy. 

In attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, P.O’ Neill, T. Walsh, 

J. McCormack, T. Gunning, Directors of Service, 
D. McDonnell A/Head of Finance, M. Brennan Senior Executive Officer, P. Foley Senior Engineer, D. Malone  

Senior Executive Planner, A.M. Shortall A/Administrative Officer, and A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator.

At the outset of the meeting the Cathaoirleach informed the meeting that the date and time for the Meeting of SPC 2 on Roads and Transportation had changed from Thursday 25th May to Friday 26th May at 9.00 a.m. 
On behalf of the Council a message of congratulations were passed to Ann Phelan, Riverview, who has been chosen as Kilkenny’s entrant to the Rose of Tralee competition. Congratulations were also passed to the Freshford Macra debating team who were successful in the All-Ireland Macra debating championship. 

Votes of Sympathy 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 
· Kathleen Walsh, Dunkitt Village, Dunkitt, Kilmacow on the death of her husband Francie Walsh. 
· John Aylward, Shanbough, New Ross on the death of his brother Neddy Walsh.

· Pat Aylward, Shanbough, New Ross on the death of his brother Neddy Walsh.

· Micky O’ Shea, Crobally, Mullinvat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Geoff O’ Shea. 

· John O’ Shea, Haggard, Glenmore, on the death of his brother Geoff O’ Shea. 

· Jimmy Walsh, Corbally, Mullinavat, on the death of his nephew Jimmy Walsh. 

· Tony Treacy, Smithstown, Tullogher, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Jimmy Walsh. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes – Dearbhú Miontuairiscí

(a) 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 10th April, 2006
Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr P. O’ Neill and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 10th April, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(b) Minutes of SPC 1– Forward Planning and Development Meeting held on 6th April, 2006. 
Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of SPC 1 Forward Planning and Development Meeting  held on 6th April, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c)       Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 2nd May, 2006. 
Proposed by Cllr. C. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of  Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on held  on 2nd May, 2006  copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

2.
Business prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. 


Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó rúin an Chomairle. 

(a)  Housing and Other Disposal – Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 


Housing Disposal – Tithíocht Díuscairt

Proposed by Cllr. B. Ireland, Seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan and   resolved:- 
(i) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Shanbough, New Ross, Co. Kilkenny to Ann Forristal in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 9 Pococke Valley Lower, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to Philip and Louise Meagher in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.

(iii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 7 Mallfield, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny to Wayne Lewis and Pauline Quinn in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.

(iv) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Dangan, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny to Carmel Walsh in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.

(v) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 60 Marble Crest, Kilkenny to Kathleen Carroll in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.

(vi) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Hill View, Hill Road, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny to Rosanna Roche in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.
(vii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 16 Tuar na Blatha, Abbeylands, Ferrybank, Via Waterford to Sinead Dunphy in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.

(viii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 59 Lord Edward Street, Kilkenny to Caroline O’Hanrahan in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 3rd May 2006.

(b)   Other Disposal -
 Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- 
(i) Disposal of Kilkenny County Council’s interest in land at Stampspark Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny to Mr. Daniel Lennon, Kiljames, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved. 

(ii) Disposal of Land at Haggardgreen, Callan, Co. Kilkenny to John and Ellen Wall, Callan, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. M O’ Brien and resolved:- 

(iii) Disposal of Land at Glenview, Castlecomer Road, Kilkenny to Gerard Gilmartin in accordance with provisions of the Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
(c)   Corporate Affairs- Gnóthaí Corparáideacha
Section 66 Local Government Act 1991. Preliminary list of grant allocations. 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council approves the payment of Section 66 Grants for 2006 in accordance with the list circulated to the members”. 

Cllr. T. Maher requested that if there were any funds remaining at the end of the year that they be diverted to the Grotto in Callan as a once off payment. The County Manager informed the meeting that Cllr. Maher’s request would be taken on board. 

(d)      Finance – Airgeadas 

           Kilkenny Swimming Pool Proposal 

Reporting on this matter, the County Manager informed the meeting that he had received confirmation that the contract documents submitted by Kilkenny County Council for the proposed replacement swimming pool in Kilkenny had been approved by the Minister for Sport and Tourism. The correspondence received also confirmed that the Council may now proceed to the tender stage of the swimming pool programme for the work proposed. 
He informed the meeting that he hoped the process would progress to the stage that someone would be on site during the latter quarter of this year. He informed the meeting that he envisaged a construction period of approximately 18 months. Members contributing expressed satisfaction that the option of an integrated facility with a singular management structure had been taken. In response to queries from the members, the County Manager confirmed that the sum granted of €3.8 million was based on the original submission by Kilkenny County Council and that the Local Authority have put the Department on notice that they would be looking for extra funding. 
Contributions Cllrs. M. Brett, J. Coonan, T. Maher, M. O’ Brien, C. Connery and P. Fitzpatrick. 

(e) Planning – Pleanáil
Proposed by Cllr. C. Long, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-
(a)  Planning & Development Act, 2000 to 2002.
                  Proposed Addition to Record of Protected Structures.
         Detached 4 bay single-storey thatched cottage, with later single-bay

         Extension at Carrigeen, Corluddy, Co. Kilkenny Ref. C. 557
 
Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- 
(b) Recommended Allocation of Amenity Grants 2006 
“That Kilkenny County Council approves the payment of Amenity Grants 2006 in accordance with the list circulated to the members”. 
(c )Proposed Amendment to the Ballyragget Local Area Plan 
Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 
It is hereby resolved that Kilkenny County Council being the Planning Authority for its functional area and in accordance with the provisions of the Planning & Development Acts 2000 to 2002,

having undertaken consultations in accordance with the provisions of Section 20(1) of the Planning & Development Act 2000,having complied with the provisions of Section 02(3) (a) and (b) in relation to notice of the proposed Amendment to the Ballyragget Local Area Plan, having considered the County Manager’s Report prepared in accordance with the provisions of Section 20(3) as substituted by Section 9(f) of the Planning& Development (Amendment) Act 2002 at the meeting held on the 16th January, 2006, 

do hereby make Amendment No. 1 to the Ballyragget Local Area Plan, the Amendment to the Ballyragget  Local Area Plan being the proposal published on the 5th April 2006 which is the rezoning of lands of 0.08 hectares (0.2 acres at Station Road, Ballyragget from “open space/amenity/recreation” use to residential “use” 

(f) Environment – Comhshaol 



Report on Litter Plan 

Report was presented to members by Pat Foley, Senior Engineer for Planning & Environment 

Following on from this report Philip O’ Neill, Director of Services spoke to the meeting regarding difficulties experienced by people looking to use the recycling facilities at Newrath the previous Saturday. On behalf of the Local Authority he apologised to the people who had to be turned away. However, he informed the meeting that take up of the site had exceeded all expectations and that the provider of the skips had informed staff that this particular site had filled up quicker than even the busiest site in Dublin City centre. He also noted that over 50% of the cars that had visited the site had non Kilkenny registrations and there was a strong indication that many of these had come from the Waterford City area where there is a charge for the civic amenity centre.The service being provided in Newrath was free. He informed members that providing the service in Newrath is not ideal from a traffic management point of view and that the best solution would be the provision of a  Civic Amenity Centre in a  South Kilkenny location. He confirmed that there would be an increased number of skips provided the following Saturday. 

Commenting on this matter, Pat Foley Senior Engineer acknowledged the actions of Cllr. T. Breathnach who was on site for a number of hours the previous Saturday. He confirmed that the NRA are happy with the brief submitted by Kilkenny County Council for a potential permanent civic amenity site for South Kilkenny. This was welcomed by Members. 

Regarding the provision of extra bring facilities; he informed the members that it was the intention of Kilkenny County Council to upgrade existing facilities before providing new ones. This programme should take a further 12 months. He confirmed that though the scheme was in its early days, it appeared that the “adopt a bottle bank” scheme was operating successfully. He informed members that the provision of clean up services had been extended to a number of the smaller villages around the county on a once a month basis and to the Waterford Environs on a once a fortnight basis. He confirmed that he would email Councillors giving details about the villages which are being cleaned. 

With regard to the problem of littering, he informed members that he would be visiting Waterford to see what was believed to be a state of the art CCTV system, most existing CCTV equipment being insufficient. A discussion took place regarding the difficulties of litter enforcement and in particular the difficulties in obtaining sufficient evidence. It was agreed that the co-operation of the public would be required in order to enable prosecutions to take place. 
The Cathaoirleach confirmed that it was expected that a database measuring the volume of waste was expected to be in place before the next meeting with the private waste operators. 

It was agreed that the Litter Management Plan would be put on the Agenda for the next SPC meeting. It was further agreed that the provision of a litter plan for each area would be examined. 

Contributions Cllrs. C. Long, C. Connery, D. Doyle, M. Brett, T. Breathnach, C. Phelan, P. Dunphy, M. O’ Brien, D. Dowling, P. O’ Neill, J. Coonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Noonan. 

(ii) 
South East River Basin Management System – Update by Lead Authority   Carlow County Council 

Reporting back, Philip O’ Neill Director of Services informed members that he expected that there would be a monitoring system in place by the end of the year. Cllr. M. O’ Brien confirmed that he was on the advisory group for this project and it was agreed that both Mr. O’ Neill and Cllr. O’ Brien would keep the full Council and the relevant SPC up to date on this project. Contributions Cllrs. T. Breathnach, M. O’ Brein, C. Long, D. Doyle, B. Aylward and A. Phelan. 
 

At this juncture the meeting adjourned for a period of 15 minutes to allow members examine the correspondence received that day from Waterford City Council regarding their proposal for a boundary extension. The meeting resumed at 4.45 p.m. 
 
(3)      Urgent Correspondence – Comhfhreagas Práinneach 

   None 

(4)  Business adjourned from a previous meeting – Gnó ar athló   ó chrinniú Roimhe seo. 

   None 

(5) Fix Dates and Times of Meetings – Dátaí agus Amanta do   chruinnithe a  shocru 

Agreed as per schedule of meetings distributed from May – July, 2006 with the exception of revised date for meeting of SPC 2. It was confirmed that the Thomastown Area Meeting would have an expanded area meeting taking place beforehand in the Thomastown Area Office.

Fix date for Annual Meeting
It was confirmed that the Annual Meeting of Kilkenny County Council will take place on Friday 30th June at 3.00 p.m. 
(6) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council- Plé ar Thuairiscí  agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a)  
Report on SPC 1 Forward Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 6th April, 2006. 


In the absence at the time of the SPC Chair Cllr. M. Lanigan, Philip O’ Neill, Director for that group gave that report. 
        
Issues considered:- 
· Groundwater Protection Scheme. Presentation by Seamus Foley where he outlined the objectives of groundwater protective schemes and their importance, the threats to groundwater quality, and methods of obtaining information in order to assess proposed developments. 
· Presentation by Cormac O’ Sullivan, Conservation Officer regarding Kilkenny Local Authorities conservation role. Mr. O’ Sullivan gave a breakdown of the structures contained within the current record of protected structures. He gave an outline as to how the record is prepared and subsequently adopted. He also advised that the national inventory of architectural heritage had been completed for Kilkenny. It was noted that the correct website for these structures is www.buildingsofireland.ie 

· Wind energy guidelines to be updated for the next meeting of  the SPC. With regard to this last item, members expressed disappointment as to the delays in receiving a clear policy on the use of wind energy. It was agreed that Kilkenny County Council would again write to the Minister and to the ESB on this matter. Contributions Cllrs. T. Maher, M. Noonan, T. Breathnach, B. Aylward, D. Dowling A. Phelan and D. Doyle. 
(b) Report on Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 2nd May, 2006. 



   Report presented by Cllr. D. Dowling


    Issues arising 

· Recreational Capital Fund – Update by T. Walsh, Director of Services 

· Social and Community Facilites – Presentation by T. Walsh, Director of Services. 

· CLAR Programme further meeting to be held on 2nd June with T. Walsh. 
· Local Improvement Scheme funding 

· Receipt of deputations from Garynarae/Bawngarrif Residents Association and also Owning National School Parents Council and Tower Road Residents Committee. 
· AOB 

Under the heading of AOB, the issue of Mooncoin Sewerage Scheme had been raised. Mr. T. Gunning updated the meeting regarding this scheme. He confirmed that under the terms of thethe planning conditions, the developer had undertaken to provide a sewerage scheme and surface water scheme but same had not been provided. He informed the meeting that discussions were ongoing between Sanitary Services and Planning Departments concerning this matter. Members contributing expressed the wish that this situation be resolved as a matter of urgency. 

The Cathaoirleach informed the meeting that he was aware that both Councillors for the local area and the executive were doing their upmost to have this situation resolved. 

Contributions Cllrs. B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, C. Long, M. O’ Brien and D. Dowling. 

(7)   Other Business set for the Notice convening the Meeting 

    Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe 

All Ireland Nuclear Free Forum, Correspondence received from Newry & Mourne District Council 

    This correspondence is to be referred to the relevant SPC. 
(8)     Conferences – Comhdhálacha 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and resolved “That the list of conferences as circulated be and is hereby approved. 

(9) Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha  ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

None. 
(10) Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 

In response to a query from Mr. P. Fitzpatrick, Mr. P. Foley Senior Engineer for Environment informed the meeting that the waste materials which had been moved to a site in Abbeylands, South Kilkenny were of a non hazardous nature and waswas being contained in a satisfactory manner. 
Contributions Cllrs. D. Dowling and B. Aylward. 

At this juncture members commented on the correspondence received from Waterford City Council which enclosed the Executive Summary of their reply to Kilkenny County Council’s Statement of Response to Waterford City Councils Boundary extension proposal. 
Speakers on the issue Cllrs. B. Aylward, D. Dowling and T. Breathnach. 
At this juncture it was Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and agreed “That Standing Orders be suspended to allow the outstanding Notice of Motions to be dealt with”. 

11. Notices of Motion – Fógraí Rúin. 
It was agreed that the following two Notices of Motions 7 & 9 would be dealt with together. 
7(06)
Cllrs. Mary Hilda Kavanagh, Dick Dowling, Catherine Phelan Holden, Pat Dunphy, Tom Maher, Billy Ireland, Pat O'Neill, Paul Cuddihy, Martin Brett, Catherine Connery, Johnny Brennan – 1st May, 2006. 

"To ask the county manager to initiate discussions for the immediate review of the development contribution scheme, as per section 48 of the planning and development act 2000 adopted by Kilkenny County Council on 15th Dec 2003 as the review is long overdue".

9(06)
Cllr. John Coonan – 8th May, 2006 

“That under the exemption/reduction section in Kilkenny Local Authorities Development Contributions Scheme. That all non profit voluntary/public services be exempt from these development charges”. 
The County Manager informed members that plans to set up an interparty working group to examine the Development Contribution Scheme had been initiated. The initial proposal was to have 2 members from each party on this group. However, agreement still had to be reached with the Fianna Fail grouping on this matter. It was agreed that the process would be in a position to start within a week upon the return of John Dempsey Head of Finance. It was hoped that this proposed group would be in a position to bring a report back to the CPG and ultimately the June Meeting of the County Council. In the meantime it was agreed that these two notices would remain on the Agenda pending a report from the working group. 
8(06)
Cllr. Tomas Breathnach – 8th May, 2006 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Breathnach, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:-  
“That Kilkenny County Council prepare an annual newsletter particular to each electoral area to improve the level and quality of communication between the Council and the public that we serve.   This newsletter should be sent to each household in the county as early as possible in the calendar year and should include information on the following:
 
Major projects completed by the County Council in the electoral area.
Projects that are intended to be completed in the coming year.
Council initiatives which people should be made aware of.
Services and amenities that are available to people locally.
Types of grants, application dates and procedures.
Contact names for Council services.”

10(06)
Cllr. Ann Phelan 

Proposed by Cllr. Ann Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- 
“That Kilkenny County Council call on the Minister for Justice Mr. Michael McDowell to take the necessary steps to ratify the European Convention on action against Trafficking in Human Beings (adopted by the Council of Europe May 2005), without further delay, in order to prevent trafficking of women and children, to prosecute those responsible and to take specific measures to protect and support trafficked people”.
Contributions Cllrs. B. Aylward, M. Lanigan, P. O’ Neill, C. Long, J. Coonan 

12.   Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking  support  of Kilkenny County Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:
16(06)
Cobh Town Council – 10th April, 2006 



“That Cobh Town Council calls on the Irish Government to fully support the Kennedy McCaine bill presently through the senate in America in support of the undocumented Irish people in the US”


Noted 
17(06)
Fingal County Council – 13th April, 2006 


“That having considered the Manager’s report on the provisions of the Strategic Infrastructure Bill, Fingal County Council hereby resolves to write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the Ceann Comhairle of Dail Eireann, and T.D.’s for Dublin North East, Dublin West and Dublin North to express our opposition of the provision of the Bill”. 


Noted 
18(06)
Waterford County Council – 11th April, 2006 


“That Waterford County Council call on the Minister for Communications, Marine & Natural Resources to put a proper buy out scheme in place for the drift net salmon fishermen of Ireland adn or those fishermen who dont avail of the buyout scheme, these fishermen shoudl be offered a proper set-a-side scheme”. 


Noted 
19(06)
Killarney Town Council – 20th April, 2006. 


“That Killarney Town Council call on the Government to give Free Travel Passes to Irish Emigrants living abroad on reaching the appropriate pension age, these on application by the Pensioner. Also, that the Government and President recognise Irish Emigrants living abroad on reaching the great age of one hundred years and send them the Presidential Greeting and Gratuity which they duly deserve having emigrated and supported this Country in tougher times”. 


Noted 
20(06)
Monaghan Town Council – 25th April, 2006. 


“That Monaghan Council calls for: 

· The statewide roll out of Breastcheck to proceed as rapidly as possible 
· Breast screening to be available, where needed, on a cross-border basis 
· Urgent Implementation of measures to address teh long waiting lists where breast screening is already available. 
· Access to screening for high-risk women, regardless of age 
· Removal of the upper age limit for screening”. 


Noted. 

The meeting concluded at 6.40 p.m.
____________________________ 

_____________________

Cathaoirleach 



Date 

