
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 15th December, 2008 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. T. Breathnach

Present:
Cllrs. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Pat Millea, Maurice Shortall, John Brennan, Catherine Connery, Marie Fitzpatrick, John Coonan, Pat Fitzpatrick, Martin Brett, Michael Lanigan, Malcolm Noonan, Matt Doran, Billy Ireland, Tom Maher, Dixie Doyle, Pat O’Neill, Tommy Brennan, Michael O’ Brien, Ann Phelan, Pat Walsh, Dick Dowling, Cora Long, Catherine Phelan, Pat Dunphy, 
Apologies:
Cllrs. Paul Cuddihy.

In attendance:
 J. Crockett County Manager, T. Walsh, P. O’ Neill, 

J. Mulholland and J. McCormack Directors of Services, 

J Dempsey, Head of Finance, A. M Walsh Senior Executive Officer, S. Kavanagh Senior Executive Engineer and Adrian Waldron Meetings Administrator. 
 
At the commencement of the meeting members expressed their delight at the success of the previous Saturday nights Civic Reception marking the presentation of Civic Awards to Brian Cody and the presentation to various captains of the 7 All Ireland winning hurling and camogie teams. Members contributing commented on the professionalism of the event and the pride which they felt with regard to the event itself. tthe achievements of the various teams and the new venue, The Watershed. The Cathaoirleach thanked all those involved in the event, John Mulholland, Adrian Waldron, Kevin Hanley, Michael Delahunty and all the Corporate Staff who were involved on the night. 
Contributions Cllrs. D. Dowling, M. O’ Brien, J. Coonan, M. Noonan, D. Doyle. 

Congratulations were offered to Shamrocks and Tullogher Rosbercon who were victorious in Leinster senior and junior club championships. Commiserations to Erin’s own who lost narrowly in the intermediate final.
Congratulations were also passed to the Kilkenny senior Camogie team-Leinster champions

Congratulations were sent to Mooncoin man Darren Holden who as a member of the High Kings is number 1 in the Billboard world music charts.

Congratulations were offered to Seamus Pattison and Brian Cody who were granted freedom of the City


Congratulations were also forwarded to the ongoing success of Eigse Slieverue. 

At this juncture congratulations were offered to Noel Bourke Civil Defence Officer who had recently retired after 46 years service with Kilkenny County Council.
The Cathaoirleach outlined Noel Bourke’s career in the Local Authority and added his voice to previous speakers in praising Mr. Bourke’s contribution to the Civil Defence service, noting specifically Noel Bourke’s ability as a communicator. 

 The County Manager joined with members who contributed in thanking Mr. Bourke for his distinguished public service. All contributors spoke in particular about Noel Bourke’s role in developing and transforming the role of the Civil Defence Officer. 

Contributions:- Cllrs. M. Lanigan, M. O’ Brien and M. Brett.
Responding to members comments, Noel Bourke thanked them for their kind words. He stressed the need to maintain a strong ethos of community volunteering. He paid specific tribute to his predecessor Dick Murtagh and to the late Hugh Corrigan former Chief Fire Officer. He specifically asked Councillors in their roles as Community Leaders to promote Civil Defence and concluded that though he had formally retired he would continue in a voluntary role to support and promote Civic Defence. 
Votes of Sympathy 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 
· Rose & James Dowling, Ballyhooley, Co. Cork on the death of their daughter Nicola Dowling. 
· Richard & Pat Dowling, The Rock, Threecastles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their niece Nicola Dowling. 

· Din & Pauline Lennon, Simonsland, Threecastles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Nicola Dowling. 

· The O’ Donovan Family, Ballynooney, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Thomas O’ Donovan. 

· The O’ Neill Family, Tinneranny, Rosbercon, New Ross on the death of Pat O’ Neill. 

· The Bolger Family, Ballyneale, Tullogher, New Ross on the death of Nora Bolger.
· Bernadette Hughes, Grangefertagh, Johnstown, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her father Thomas Donovan. 

· Claire Langton, c/o 1 High Street, Kilkenny on the death of her mother Alice Langton. 

· Ger Langton, Lavistown, Maddoxtown, Kilkenny on the death of his mother Alice Langton. 

· Mrs. P. Meany, Higginstown, Kilkenny on the death of Andrew Meany. 

Item 1.  Confirmation of Minutes - Dearbhú Miontuairiscí:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 17th November, 2008. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling  Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “ That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 17th November, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(b) Minutes of Special Meeting held on 10th November, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Special Meeting   held on 10th November, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. Cllr. M. Shortall requested clarification as to whether the commitment put forward regarding the “Comer Way” had been agreed. It was confirmed that this matter would be checked with Denis Malone, Senior Planner. 
(c)
Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 20th November, 2008. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved: - “That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Meeting held on 20th November, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d) Minutes of Special meeting held on 25th November, 2008.    

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “That the minutes of Special Meeting held on 25th   November, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(e) Minutes of the Strategic Policy committee 3 – Environmental Policy, Fire Services & Emergency Planning Meeting held on 4th December, 2008. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “That the minutes of the SPC 3 Meeting held on  4th December 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Item 2.
Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. - Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachtaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó Rúin an Chomhairle.         

Housing & Other Disposal - Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile

(a)
Housing Díuscairt

(i) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 9 Castlehill, Bennettsbridge Road, Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002” 

(ii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of hte disposal of its interest in No. 16 Castlehill, Bennettsbridge Road, Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002” 

(iii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 34 Berkley Lawns, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(iv) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of hte disposal of its interest in No. 20 Seville Lawns, Co. Kileknny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts, 1966 to 2002” 

(v) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of intes interest in No. 39 Seville Lawns, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(vi) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 46 Seville Lawns, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002” 

(vii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the dispsoal of its interest in No. 50 Seville Lawns, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(viii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 58 Seville Lawns, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(ix) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 59 Seville Lawns, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(x) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 52 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xi) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 56 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 60 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xiii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 49 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xiv) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 63 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xv) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 53 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xvi) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 48 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xvii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 57 Glenbawn, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(xviii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’  Neill, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. Altamount Park, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 
(b)
 Other Disposal - Díuscairt Eile

(i)
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved: - 

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Kilree, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny to Tim Drea in accordance with details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.

(ii) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in land at Rathclogh, Co. Kilkenny to Ann Gibbons in accordance with details contained in the Notice served under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”

(c)
Housing -  Tithíocht
(i) Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the raising of a loan of four million euro (€4,000,000) from the Housing Finance Agency plc. For any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts”. 

In response to a query from Cllr. M. Shortall, Tony Walsh Director of Housing confirmed that this loan is in respect of the new Home Finance Loan of which Kilkenny County Council are acting as an agent for 7 Counties. 

(ii)    
     Housing Activities for the Year 2008


     It was agreed that this item be deferred to January. 

(d) Finance – Airgeadas 

(i) Draft Corporate Procurement Plan 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved: - “That the Draft Procurement Policy as circulated to members be and is hereby agreed”. 

In presenting this report John Dempsey Head of Finance drew members attention to the executive summary which specifically outlined Kilkenny Local Authorities response to Procurement challenges facing Local Government and lists as a specific objective to ensure that Kilkenny Local Authorities procurement function operates  in accordance with best practice as outlined in the National Public Procurement Policy Framework and supports effective value for money purchasing while ensuring transparency and accountability.
 In response to issues raised the County Manager confirmed that Kilkenny Local Authorities are factoring in Climate Change as a matter of prudence within the context of the Draft Procurement Plan. He confirmed that Kilkenny Local Authorities had been in contact with Leicestershire County Council amongst other public and private organisations in drawing up this Procurement Policy. John Dempsey Head of Finance confirmed that the drive to meet “Green” Procurement requirement is implicit within the detail of the report. 

Contributors: Cllrs. M. Noonan & T. Maher. 

(ii) Draft Western Environs Development Contribution Scheme. 

(iii) Proposed by Cllr. J.Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: - “That the Draft Western Environs Development Contribution Scheme as circulated to members be and is hereby agreed”. 

Following a request for clarity on same from Cllr. Ann Phelan, the County Manager confirmed that there was no change in effect to the existing scheme. He confirmed that this scheme will be effective from the 1st of January, 2009 until the end of December 2009 with a more substantive review of Development in the Western Environs area and the implementation of the Western Environs Local Area Plan to take place during 2009 with a revised plan being drafted for implementation in 2010. 
It was agreed that there would be a short résumé of facilities being provided within the Western Environs area for the January meeting. 

Contributions Cllrs. A. Phelan & T. Maher. 
3.
 Urgent Correspondence - Comhfhreagras Práinneach

  None. 
4.     
Business adjourned from a previous Meeting - Gnó ar athló ó chruinniú   roimhe  seo:

   None 

5.    Fix Dates and Times of Meetings - Dátaí agus Amanta do chruinnithe a shocrú:
Schedule of meetings from December - February Agreed.  
 The Cathaoirleach requested that the various chairs and secretaries of committees confirm to Corporate any changes which may be made from the original dates of meetings to ensure accuracy of the calendar distributed to members. 
6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council - Plé ar Thuairiscí agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a)
Report on Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 20th November, 2008 

This report was presented by Cllr. D. Dowling (Area Chair) 
Issues discussed during the meeting were as follows:- 
· Community & Cultural Facilities Capital Scheme. 
· Deputation from Belfield Residents Ferrybank
· Flooding issues at Fahy, Kilmacow. 
In respect of the issue of flooding the matter of a response to Kilkenny County Council’s request to the Minister for the Environment to flooding aid was raised. It was also proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council should write to the Minister for Social Welfare enquiring as to how many people in Kilkenny had benefited from the humanitarian aid which had been highlighted as being available at the time of the flooding in August”. 

In respect of the Flood Relief Schemes for Callan, Thomastown and Graignamanagh, John Mulholland confirmed that a milestone report should be expected by mid January with a final report coming before the Council in late February or early March. 

Contributions Cllrs. A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, T. Maher. 
(b)
Report on SPC 3 Environmental Policy, Fire Services & Emergency Planning Meeting held on 4th December, 2008. 
Report presented by Cllr. Catherine Phelan (Area Chair). 

Main issues raised:- 

· Update regarding Kilkenny County Council Climate Change Action Plan by Simon Walton Senior Engineer. 
· Update on South East River Basin District Plan. 

· Simon Walton advised that 27,000 leaflets will be distributed to residents throughout the County during January 2009 regarding the septic tank maintenance. 

· Information letters have been issued to landowners in the vicinity of 9 groundwater abstraction points sources. 

· Update that the Waste Management (battery & accumulators) regulations 2008 are enforce since 26th September, 2008. 

· Details given on Dunmore Landfill which is estimated to close in 2009. 

· No clear definition has been set by the State as yet with respect to the standards required for facilities dealing with residual waste which may have an impact on the implementation date of the 3 bin system. 

· A draft policy document on waste enforcement for Kilkenny County Council has been issued to the EPA. 

· Development of Sludge Register ongoing. 

· Kilkenny County Council awaiting formal approval funding from the Department in respect of Civic Amenity Site for South Kilkenny. 

In response to questions raised by members, Philip O’ Neill informed the meeting that the closing date in respect of the Nitrates Directive had been extended twice by the Minister for the Environment. In respect to the closure of the Dunmore Landfill, he confirmed that there would be other potentially available landfills in the region, namely in Carlow and Wexford. He confirmed that Kilkenny County Council would be engaging with users of the Landfill over the next few months before closure takes place.  
With regard to the implementation of the 3 bin system, he confirmed that before implementation of same, the Local Authority would have to ensure that facilities for dealing with compost are sufficient to deal with the organic waste. He confirmed that details regarding the opening times of the temporary Civic Amenity Centre in South Kilkenny over Christmas would be placed in the paper and an email would be forwarded to each councillor. 
Cllr. C. Long requested that a meeting would take place with people in the Grannagh area regarding proposals for the new Civic Amenity centre in Grannagh. Philip O’ Neill confirmed that Simon Walton had met with the local area committee. However, he would discuss the matter further with Simon Walton.
In respect to issues raised by members regarding illegal dumping, Philip O’ Neill confirmed Kilkenny County Council’s vigorous pursuit of people who commit dumping offences. He concurred with member’s views that the situation had improved around bottle banks and attributed much of this to the new contract cleaning which is in place. He outlined to the meeting that Kilkenny County Council is dealing with 1500 environmental complaints on a yearly basis and have achieved some high profile successes over the past year. 

With regard to the after care of the Dunmore Landfill he confirmed that Dunmore Landfill is lined to the highest EPA standards and that an aftercare programme would be put in place to deal with any residual. 
7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting -   Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe   
None  

(8) 
Education & Training 

(a)
Request for approvals to attend as per circulated list:-


 Proposed by Cllr. T.Maher, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and agreed. 

(9)
Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

None

(10)
Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 


None 

 (11) 
Notices of Motion - Fógraí Rúin:


None 
12.
Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council County   Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:

51(08)
Limerick County Council – 19th November, 2008 

“That, Limerick County Council call on the Minister for Education and Science not to introduce Third Level Fees for students and that we call on the Taoiseach to replace the Minister for Education following his refusal to reverse budget cutbacks in education, and that this motion be circulated to every local authority in the country”. 

Noted. 

52(08)
Limerick County Council – 19th November, 2008 

“That Limerick County Council calls on the Supermarkets of Ireland to curtail their opening hours and days during the Christmas period”. 

Noted. 

53(08)
Limerick County Council – 19th November, 2008 

“That, Limerick County Council calls for a complete reversal of the inequitable cuts on Agriculture in the Budget 2008”.

Noted. 

54(08)
Killarney Town Council – 19th November, 2008 

“That Killarney Town Council calls on the Minister for Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to introduce the Leader Programme as soon as possible to help boost rural communities suffering from recent job losses”. 


Noted.

55(08)
Macroom Town Council – 28th November, 2008 

“That Macroom Town Council call on the Government to reverse the education cut-backs as outlined in the Budget in view of the adverse effect it will have on teachers, parents and students alike”.

Noted. 

56(08)
Laois County Council – 5th December, 2008. 
“That as a consequence of the sharp fall in house prices an difficulties obtaining credit, the members of this Council are calling on the Minister for the Environment and Local Government to bring forward a new scheme of affordable housing. The present scheme is no longer affordable for many people who should be able to use it to purchase a home”.
Noted. 

The meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m. to allow the holding of the Chairman’s reception for the victorious James Stephen’s U.14 squad who won the National Feile in 2008. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
____________________________ 

________________________ 

CATHAOIRLEACH
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