Combhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh Kilkenny County Council

Halla an Chontae, Sréid Eoin, Cill Chainnigh, R95 A39T. County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny, R85 A39T.

Fénamh don Phobal - Caomhnd don Oidhreacht Serving People - Preserving Heritage

Cathaoirleach and Members:

Festival Grants 2019

A provision of €95,000 has been included in the adopted Kilkenny County Council
Budget for 2019, for festivals and Events.

The number of applications and the variety of events in previous years is testament
to the level of activity in communities around the County. However, the budget of
€95,000 presents a challenge in allocating meaningful grants.

In order to maximise the allocations in 2018, a number of applications for Festival
/ Event funding, were redirected to funding available under the Creative Ireland
funding stream and extra funding was allocated from sources including the
transfer of €3,500 from St. Patrick’s Day Festival funding to Festivals and Events
funding and the agreement of each of the four electoral areas, to allocate €1,500
per area to the Festivals and Events funding.

Funding from the Municipal Districts will not be available in 2019, due to the
omission of discretionary allocations at Municipal District level for 2019.

Festivals impacting tourism.

The Festivals identified have or have potential to have an impact on Kilkenny’s
tourism industry, and Kilkenny County Council will work with these festivals at a
strategic level to assist the festivals in development and programming. The festivals
represent a significant part of Kilkenny’s attraction as a destination with a year
round calendar of activity.

In 2018 Elected members agreed changes to the current Festivals and Events
process:

1. Festivals and Events to be split into two separate funding streams

2. Festival funding applications to be administered by Tourism Section of
Economic Development

3. Community Event funding applications to be administered by the Municipal
District Area Offices.

4. 80% of the Budget for Festivals and Events to be allocated to Festival
funding

5. 20% of the Budget for Festivals and Events to be allocated to Community
Events funding
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Given the provision of €95,000 for all festivals this provide two separate budget
provisions of

Festivals €76,000
Community events €19,000

The Festival Grants were advertised separately in January, with a closing date of 30th
January 2019. A total of 16 grant applications were received, and I recommend that 15
Festival Grants be awarded in accordance with the attached summary, with an across
the board reduction of 5%.
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Sean McKeown,
Director of Services,

Kilkenny County Council.



