
The Creative Ireland Programme is a five-year all-of-government initiative to place 
culture and creativity at the centre of public policy, and to promote individual, com-
munity and national wellbeing.  Its vision is ‘That every person living in Ireland 
will have the opportunity to fully realise his or her creative potential’. Creative 
Ireland defines creativity as a set of innate abilities and learned skills: the capacity 
of individuals and organisations to accepted ideas and norms and by drawing on 
imagination to create new ideas that bring additional value to human activity.

Kilkenny County Council will award a limited number of grants to cultural projects 
in the county as part of the Creative Ireland 2019 Programme.  The grant scheme will 
provide financial support to local and community groups and individuals, artistic 
and creative practitioners, event organisers and those involved in creative, cultural 
and heritage activities and projects, to encourage cultural participation throughout 
Kilkenny.

Any proposal must reflect the requirements of Pillar 2 from the Creative Ireland 
programme:

Pillar 2: Enabling Creativity in Every Community - The primary objective of 
this pillar is citizen engagement with their County Culture and Creativity Plans.  
More information on the Creative Ireland Pillars can be found on https://www.
creativeireland.gov.ie/en/about

The amount awarded to any one project will not exceed €5,000 in 2019.  The quan-
tity and value of awards will comprise of two awards to the value of €2,500 and one 
award to the value of €5000.

Applications are assessed on the basis of how they achieve and fulfil the vision of 
Kilkenny’s Culture and Creativity Strategy priorities and key principles outlined below:

1. Enable best practice delivery of culture: To promote best practice manage-
ment of culture, and help to create an environment where people working in the 
cultural sector are valued and have rewarding and sustainable careers.

2. Increase and diversify participation: To identify and support those who are 
not currently accessing or participating in culture.  To increase participation and 
spread more equitably by targeting excluded groups.

3. Support culture in rural and urban areas: To provide inclusion and community 
engagement as a platform for arts and heritage in rural and urban areas.

4. Engage children and young people in culture: To consider the needs of 
children and young people.  To encourage collaborative planning with children 
and young people, and to support more targeted cultural initiatives.

5. Communicate the value of culture: To provide great social, health and well-
being, quality of life, environmental and economic benefit to individuals and 
communities.

Examples of potential projects could include, but are not limited to the following:

•	 Projects that encourage people to explore their own creativity.
•	 Projects that explore the arts, culture and heritage in creative and innovative 

ways.
•	 Projects that enhance the sustainability of those who work in the culture and 

creativity sectors.
•	 Workshops, talks or lectures in performing or visual arts, literature, culture or 

heritage.

We particularly welcome project proposals that involve groups that have had little or 
no previous involvement in creativity and culture projects whether for any reason 
such as economic, geographic, or having lacked awareness or opportunity.

Applications received will be assessed during August 2019 by an independent as-
sessment panel and in line with the priorities outlined.

Following completion of the project, all successful applicants must complete a 
short report and provide evidence that the event has taken place (photographs, 
press reviews etc.), final accounts and receipts for the full costs. The Creative Ireland 
and Kilkenny County Council logo must be included in any advertisements and/or 
promotional material.

To apply you must complete and submit the Creative Ireland Kilkenny Open 
Call 2019 Application Form which is available at www.kilkennylibrary.ie.  
Please send all applications to Laura Minogue, Creative Ireland, Library 
Section, Kilkenny County Council, Johns Green House, Johns Green, Kilkenny

Telephone: 056/7794997 or email: laura.minogue@kilkennycoco.ie

The closing date for receipt of applications is no later than 7th August 2019 
@ 5.00pm.

The date for completion of the event/project is March 2020.
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